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STATE SUPERINTENDENT. 




BIENNIAL REPORT 



OF THB 



State Superintendent of Free Schools, 



Statb of West Virginia, 

Department of Fkbb Schools, 
Charleston, Dec. 20, 1890.] 

To His Excellency A. B. Fleming, 

Oovernor of West Virginia : 
Sir: 

I have the honor, in compliance with the law, to submit to you 
the twenty-sixth and twenty-seventh annual reports of this office, 
being my biennial report for the years ending June 30th, lh8:>, 
and June 30th, 1890, respectively. 

I have made, in connection with these reports, suggestions in 
regard to amendments to the school law which are believed to be 
necessary to secure an increased efficiency of the free schools. 
Some of these suggestions have been offered in former reports 
from this office, and a number of them have been favorably re- 
ported on by special committees in pa ^t sessions of the Legislature. 

The statistical tables accompanying these reports are complete 
and have been carefully prepared. They show the financial con- 
dition and expenditures, and all other important facte* connected 
with the operation of the free school system daring the past two 
years, also some valuable statistics relating to private andJparo- 
chial schools. 



Anr^'X^^ 
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SUMMARY AND COMPARISON OF GENERAL STATISTICS, 



ENUMERATION. 

YonthB between and 16 for 1890 197,533 

Touthi between 6 and 10 for 1889 « 191,622 



Increase of 1890 over 1889 5,911 

Youths between 16 and 21 for 1890 68,793 

Youths between 16 and 21 for 1889 : 67,8l2 



Increase of 1890 over 1889 1,481 

Total youths for 1890 (6-21) 266,326 

Total youths for 1889 (6—21) 258,934 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 7,392 

ENROLMENT. 

Youths between 6 and 16 for 1890 - : 168,631 

Youths betweenO and 16 for 1889 163,127 



Increase of 1890 over 1889 « 6,504 

Youths between 16 and 21 for 1890 24,433 

Youths between 16 and 21 tor 1889 24,401 



Increase of 1890 over 1889 32 

Total enrolment for 1890 « 193,064 

Total enrolment for 1889 187,528 



Increase of 1890 over 1889 5,538 

AVERAGE DAILY ATTENDANCE. 

Of Youths between 6 and 21 years for 1890 121,700 

Of youths between 6 and 21 years for 1889 119,990 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 1,710 

PER CENTAGE OF ATTENDANCE, 40. 

1890 1889 

Per^cent. 'of enrolment based on Eaumeration 72 72 

Per cent, of average daily attendance based on Eorolment G3 64 

Per cent, of average daily attendance based on Enumeration 47 46 

NUMBER AND GRADE OF SCHOOLS. 

For 1890 High, 20* Graded, 161; Common, 4,784: Total, 4,965 

For 1889 High, 17; Graded, 130 Common 4,721; Total, 4,868 

Increase High, 3; Graded, 31; Common 63; Total, 97 

AVERAGE LENGTH OF SCHOOL TERM. 

For 1890 4 months and 17 days, or 97 days 

For 1889 4 months and 16 days, or 96 days 

Increase..^ l day. 

TEACHERS. 

Whole number employed, 1890. 5,491 

Whole number employed, 1889 » 5,341 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 ....« 150 

Average salary per month for No. 1 certificates, 1890 S 81 20 

Average salary per month for No. 1 certificates, 1889 81 88 
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EXPENDITURES FOR SCHOOLS. 

1890. 

OQneral School Fand «..» $ 286,981 33 

Local Levies 1,006, 183,65 



Total amount expended for public schools, 1890 ..•. $1,298,164 98 

1889. 

General School Fund ..— •» $ 877,327 88 

Local Levies «.«««•. „ 936,373 65 



Total amount expended for 1889 $1,313,701 03 

COST OF EDUCATION PER CAPITA. 

1890 1889 

Based on enumeration, including all expenses » f 5 07 $4 89 

Basel on enrolment, including all expenses 7 01 6 71 

Based on average daily attendance, iucludiog all expenses 10 95 10 62 

AMENDMENTS TO THB SCHOOL LAW. 

It has frequently been suggested to me by members of the 
Committee on Education, that the work of preparing bills for 
needed amendments to the school law would be greatly facilitated 
if the State Superintendent would formulate, at least in outline, 
the various amendments and new legislation recommended by 
him. 1 have decided to comply to some extent with this request. 
And in so doing, I desire that what I submit to you for this pur- 
pose shall be considered simply by way of suggestion, and for the 
purpose of aiding the Committees on Education in getting the 
recommendations of ihe State Superintendent before the Leg- 
islature, where such have naet with the approval of Committees. 

SCHOOL LEVY FOR MORE THAN FOUR MONTHS. 

Section 41, authorizing Boards of Education, under certain 
conditions, to submit the question for more than four months' 
school to the voters of the district, names no limit for taking this 
vote, and on account of this fact, much confusion has arisen. No 
levy under this section should be allowed to be voted on after the 
first of August, which will give the assessor time to extend the 
levy upon his books. I therefore recommend that after the first 
sentence of this section the following words be inserted : Provided 
that no vote shall be taken upon this section after the first day 
of August of each year. 

APPOINTMBNT OF TEACHERS BT TRUSTEES. 

Trustees have in many cases entered into contracts with 
teachers before the beginning of the school year, and a few days 
before going out of oflSce, thus depriving their successors of the 
authority of appointing the teachers for the year during which 
they act, which practice begets dissatisfaction and neighborhood 
dissensions. Section 13 should be so amended as to prohibit 
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trastees from making any contracts with teachers until after the 
first annual meeting of the Board of Education. 

PAYMENT OF TEACHERS' ORDERS. 

A careful statement of the defects of the law making provis- 
ions for the prompt payment of teachers' wages, was made in 
my biennial reports for 1885-6 and 1887-8. I quote the follow- 
ing from my last report to show the status of the teacher's order 
for salary as compared with county orders. 

The teacher's order for salary is not placed on an equal footing with an order on the 
county treajjury, which the sheriff is required ''to endorse thereon .or write across the 
face thereof, 'presented for payment' wifi the proper date.'aud sign the same ; and the 
order, if It was due at the time of presentment, shall I", such case be payable with 
legal interest from the said date." The sheriff should hIsj be required to endorse the 
teacher's order, but the rate of interest should be greater aud payable out of the sherifl's 
commissions. The complaints of the failure to be paid ns the law directs are of long 
standing, aud sec. 4u should be so amended as to secure the fulfillment of the intention 
of the law, by the imposition of proper penalties. 

The law intends that the teacher's order shall be paid promptly, 
and the welfar of the free schools demand that the law should 
be eo amended as to compel this to be done. 

At the last regular seation of the legislature, a bill to secure 
enforcement of the law in regard to the payment of teachers' 
wages was introduced and reached its second reading, and doubt- 
less would have been passed but for the lack of time. . The bill 
contained the following amendment to the last clause of section 
46. 

If he fail to account for and pay over, as requlr d by law, any money which may 
come to his hands, or for which he is liable, judgment may be recovered therefor 
against him aud his securities with interest and ten per cent, damages ; and upon the 
failure of such sheriff to pay any proper draft which may be drawn by tbe said board 
of education upou him, the person entitled to receive the sum of money specified in 
such draft may require the sheriff to endorse Iheraon, or write across the face thereof 
the words, "presented for payment," with the proper date aud sign the same, and judg- 
mient upon motion therefor may be obtained agiinst tlie sheriff before any justice of 
his county, or before the circuit court thereof, with interest from the timo.sald draft 
was preiscn (d and ten per ecu'., damages, he having had at least ten days notice of the 
motion. I^roviaed. That no stierifT shall be required to endorse any school order, nor 
shall suit Ire brought ou any such school order prior to the flrstday of November of the 
current school year. 

The enactment of this amendment is earnestly recommended. 

sheriff's commission. 

The law regulating the amount of commission allowed the sher- 
iff, on school levies and monies is badly in need of revision. There 
are two conflicting acts relating to sheriff's commission on school 
levies, section 52 of chapter 45 of the Code, and sec. 8 of 
chapter 49. This conflict can be removed by araendinj; sec. 6 of 
chapter 30 so as to omit the proviso in said section, and by chang- 
ing sec. 52, so as to read five per centum, instead of three per 
centum. 
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Owing to the existence of the proviso referred to in sec. 6 of 
chapter 30, exempting the sheriff from paying out of hi^ com- 
mission, on State school, district school and building levies al- 
lowed the prompt tax payer under this sec, it will be seen, by re- 
ferring to sec. 28, chapter 30 and sec. 8 chapter 49, that the sheriff 
receives two and a half per centum more lor collecting certain 
amounts of the State and district school levies than for the same 
amount of State and district levies for other purposes. 

There can be no reason, for this discrimination, which may be 
removed by an amendment as above indicated'in sec. 6 of chap- 
ter 30. 

Again, under the construction of the law by the Attorney- 
General, the sheriff is allowed five per cent, commission for 
receiving and paying out rail-road, district school and building 
taxes. 

While the law thus allows this commission, it certainly was not 
the intention of the law that it should be paid. I recommend 
• that the clause of sec. 46, chapter 45 be so amended as to read as 
follows : he shall receive no pay for receiving the State School 
fund and not more than two per cent, for receiving rail-road, dis- 
trict school or building taxes, and no pay for the disbursement of 
any school money. 

i renew my earnest recommendation mad a in my last report for 
the amendment of this part of the school law. 

CHILD LABOR. 

The following is the text of a special act passed in regard to 
this subject in 1887: 

"No minor, under twelve years of age, who can not read and 
write, shall be employed in any mine or in any factory, workshop, 
manufactory or establishment where goods or wares are manu- 
factured ; and in all cases of minors applying for work, it shall 
be the duty of the manager, superintendent, foreman or operator 
to see that the provisions of this section are complied with. 

''2. Any manager, superintendent, foreman, or operator of such 
mine, factory, woikciliop, manufactory or establishment, and par- 
ents or guardians, allowing a child under twelve years ot age, to 
work in violation of section first of this act, shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof, shall be 
fined not less than ten dollars nor more than twenty dollars for 
each and every such offense." 

I have not been able to find that this law has received any at- 
tention whatever. Usually where legislation of this character 
has been enacted, it has been made the duty of certain officers to 
see that it was enforced. 

• 

The law should be amended so as to prohibit the employment 
of children between the ages of 6 and 14 in any kind of agri- 
cultural labor after the opening of the public schools, and until 
the same are closed in each sub-district in the State. 
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REMOVAL OF SCHOOL OFFICERS FOR OFFICIAL DBLII7QUEBCIE8. 

The provisions made by the school law to secure its enforcement 
are inadequate for this purpose. 

The only school officers who can be promptly removed for fail- 
ure to discharge official duties or for any other misconduct are 
trustees. Provision has been made for the removal of the 
county superintendent along wiih other county officers, but this 
is not sufficient since as a general rule immediate action is neces- 
sary in most cases of official misconduct of school officers and this 
can not be had under this general provision. To delay action in 
most cases till the meeting of the county court, is equivalent to 
giving no remedy at all. It is not clear that there is any provis- 
ion at all for the removal of delinquent members of boards of edu- 
tion, officers charged with most important duties and possessing 
larger authority than all other school officers together. No one 
seems to have authority to compel these officers to discharge their 
official duties or to review and correct their action when not taken 
in accordance with the law, except in one or two minor cases, made 
appealable to the county superintendent, and in these cases so 
far as the law goes, they may refuse to respect the decision of the 
county superintendent. 

There must be authority lodged with those who administer the 
free school system to enable them to execute the law. And this 
authority must reside within the system itself and not outside of 
it, just as our judicial system, through the various grades of courts 
is clothed with the necessary power to compel the administra- 
tion of justice. Section 9 provides for appeal to the county 
superintendent, upon petition from the decision of the board of 
education in ^^changing the boundaries of a sub district or iocreas- 
ing or diminishing the number of the sub-districts in their dis- 
trict," but the county superintendent has no authority to compel 
the board to respect his decision. Sec. 35, provides* that, ''no 
school house shall be erected unless the plan thereof shall have 
been submitted to the county superintendent, and approved by 
him," and in this case boards may refuse, or neglect to comply 
with the law, as has been frequently done and there is no adequate 
penalty for such misconduct, or authority given to any officer, 
either school or judicial, to compel obedience to the law. 

There are a number of cases in which appeal from the decision 
of the board of education to the county superintendent, should 
te allowed for review and correction, and in all cases the county 
superintendent, should be given the necessary power to compel 
boards to obey his decision or instruction, or otherwise the school 
law can not be enforced. The school law is still more defective 
in regard to the duties required of the State Superintendent. 

Section 65 provides : "The State Superintendent shall be charged 
with the supervision of all county supeiintendents and free schools 
of the State, and see that the free school system is carried into 
effect." 
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How can he exercise any supervieion over the official conduct of 
county superintendents, and see that the school law is carried into 
effect unless the necessary authority for this purpose be given 
him. Under section 64, he is expected to construe the school law 
and render decisions. For what purpose should this be done, if 
the county superintendent and other school officers, are not obli- 
ged to comply with his decisions ? 

Section 55 says: '^The county superintendent shall at all 
times conform to the instructions of the State Superintendent of 
Free Schools, as to the matter within the jurisdiction of the said 
Superintendent." But the law has failed to give the State 
Superintendent the necessary power to enforce obedience to 
these instructions, and it is therefore at the option of the county 
superintendent to do so. 

The school law has practically failed to give the necessary 
power to secure its own enforcement when school officers fail or 
refuse to ^perform prescribed duties. 

The penalties that may be imposed under section 59 may be 
adequate for many local violations of the school law, but they are 
not sufficient to secure the general enforcement of the law, so far 
as relates to the duties of the county superintendent and State 
Superintendent. 

When compared with the school laws of other States, I find our 
law quite defective in the necessary provisions to secure its full 
and complete enforcement. 

I quote from the school law of a few States for the purpose of 
comparison on this point. 

New York makes the following provision : 

Whenever it shall be proven, to hu; satisfaction, that any school commissioner, or 
other school officer, has been guilty of any willful violation or neglect of duty under 
this act, or any other act pertaining to common schools or of willfully disobeying any 
decision, order or regulation of the Ruperintendent, the superintendent may, by an 
order under his hand and seal, which order shall be recorded in his office, remove such 
school commissioner or other school officer from his office. 

The State of Alabama : 

The State Superintendent shall exercise a general supervision over all the educational 
interests of the State ; and to this end, he shall have power to require from the county 
superintendents of education, township superintendents of public schools, and all 
other school officers, all such reports and information relating to the educational fund, 
or the condition of the schools and the management thereof, as he may deem 
important or as may be prescribed by law ; and he may remove from office any such 
officer for failure to make such report, give such information, or discharge any other 
official duty. 

California makes the following provision : 

2. Whenever any complaint in writing, duly verified by the oath of any complain- 
ant, shall be preseuted to the District Court, alleging that any of the officers, or other 
persons referred to in section one of this Act, have, withlu the Jurisdiction of said 
Court, been guilty of a violation of the provisions of said section, or of any other stat- 
ute or statutes of this State which have been or may hereafter be passed for their gov- 
ernment and control, or prescribing or defining their duties and powers, it shall be the 
duty of said Court to cite the party or parties charged to appear before him on a cer- 
tain day not more than ten nor less than five days from the time when said complaint 
•hall be presented, and on tliat day, or some subsequent day not more than twenty 
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days from that on whlol^ said complaint is presented* shall proceed to hear in a sum- 
mary manDer, the complaint and evidence offered in support of the same, and the 
evidence offered by the purty or parties complained of ; and if, on such hearing, it 
shall appear that the charge or charges contained in said complaint a-e sustained, the 
Court shall enter a decree that said party or parties complained of shall be deprived of 
his or their office or position, and shall enter judgment for one hundred dollars in fa- 
vor of the complainant, and for such costs as are allowed in civil cases. 

3. This Act shall not be construed to repeal or impair the provisions of any 
other Act concerning officers in force at the time of the passage hereof, but shall be 
construed to be a oomulative remedy for the enforcement of official duty, and not oth- 
erwise. 

TBAOHERS' OBBTIFIOATBS. 

I find that two clearly defined defects have been developed in 
the general law governing the examination and certification of 
teachers. The first is that the grades number one, two and three 
and the certificate good for four years are all granted upon an 
examination in the same branches and at the same time. This 
fact, taken in connection with the scale upon which they are 
based, does not make a fair distinction among the four grades of 
certificates, there being but a slight difference in some cases be- 
tween a number three and a number two, and likewise between 
a number two and a number one, and between a number one and 
the certificate good for four years. 

The second defect is that the holders of the first three grades 
of certificates must all undergo an annual examination, which is 
a great annoyance to the qualified teacher, besides being quite ex- 
pensive. But the worst of all is, that it does not encourage teachers 
to make more thorough qualifications. A judicious system of ex- 
amination should make clear distinctions between the different 
grades of qualification?, and offer inducements for teachers to 
rise to the highest standard of qualifications fixed by the State. 

I am thoroughly convinced that in the examination of teachers 
the theory and art of teaching is not given sufficient promi- 
nence, and that it is altogether too easy a thing for a mere boy or 
girl to secure a license to teach a free school and the position of 
teacher ako. 

I recommend that the course of reading and study Fuggested in 
connection with the institute work be made compulsory upon 
every teacher who is not a graduate of some Normal School or 
training school for teachers. 

I desire to offer the following suggestions for the basis of a gen- 
eral law for licensing teachers in the free schools. Provision 
should be made for uniform examinations throughout tbo State. 
Examinations for each grade should be upon a different basis, and 
not more than two grades of certificates should be issued at the 
same examination. The requirement of the present law that 
but two general examinations shall be held annually at which all 
applicants (hall be examined renders it practically impossible to 
do careful and thorough work, whereas the greatest care should be 
used in the licensing of the teachers in the free schools. 
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The third grade certificate shall be granted to applicants who 
shall pass a satisfactory examination, with an average of 70 per 
cent, in the branches required to be taught in the primary free 
schools, and be made valid for a period of one year, and be re- 
issued only upon examination and then not to the same applicant 
more than twice. 

The second grade certificate shall be issued to all applicants 
who shall pass an examination upon all the branches required to 
be taught in the free schools and civil government and book- 
keeping and the theory and art of teaching and obtain a general 
average of 80 percent, which shall be valid for a period of two 
years and be re-issued only upon re-examination. 

The first grade certificate shall be issued to all applicants who 
shall pass an examination with an average of 87 per cent, in all 
branches required for a second grade certificate and in addition 
thereto Algebra, Elementary Physics and the School Law, which 
certificate shall be valid for a period of four years, and shall be 
reissued without an examination, provided the holder has taught 
two years on said certificate. 

These suggestions are in accordance with the laws which are 
now most generally adopted in other States, and also with the prac- 
tice approved by leading educators throughout the United States. I 
believe that if our law should be so amended as to include these sug- 
gestions, we would secure a better qualified class of teachers, and 
the law would be far more satisfactory than the present law. 

I append here a table showing the percent, of teachers holding 
number one, number two and number three certificates, for the 
year 1890. An inspection of this table will show that the standard 
for a number one certificate must differ widely in different 
counties and in Pome counties is rather low. A system of uniform 
examination would, in my judgment, do much toward elevating 
the standard of scholarship throughout the State. 
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A TabU Showing the Per Cent of Teachers Holding No. One^ 
No, Two and No. Three Certificates hy Counties for the Year 
1890. 



COUNTIES. 


No. One. 


No. Two. 


No. Three. 


Barbour 


78 
87 
68 
67 
90 
80 
70 
84 
89 
74 
91 
45 
74 
49 
70 
68 
96 
63 
95 
90 
88 
61 
51 
75 
80 
90 
57 
57 
78 
66 
80 
85 
75 
90 
50 
53 
57 
50 
82 
75 
52 
50 
74 
83 
71 
60 
47 
79 
65 
71 
71 
85 
80 
66 
97 
90 
70 
90 


21 
12 
26 
29 

8 
20 
21 
13 
29 
24 

6 
88 
23 
46 
24 
17 

8 
25 

5 
10 
11 
85 
40 
24 
20 
10 
89 
32 
27 
29 
11 
15 
24 
10 
34 
80 
87 
39 
18 
18 
41 
40 
23 
13 
27 
39 
40 
21 
30 
27 
27 
18 
19 
32 

8 
10 
27 

5 


2 


Berkeley 

Boone. 

Braxton ^.....- « 

Brooke 


1 
6 
4 
2 


Cabeii 




Calhoun ., 

Clay 


9 
3 


Doddridge 

Fayette » 

Gilmer 


32 
2 
8 


Grant 


17 


Greenbrier - 

Hampshirfl .... „,, .w.... t..... 


8 
5 


Hancock 


6 


Hardy 


15 


Harrison^ ^ 

Jackson 


I 
12 


JeflTenBou.^ 




Kanawha 




Lewis. ^ 

Lincoln 

Log^n 


1 

4 
9 




1 


Marshall „ ^ 








Mercer 

Monon&ralia 


4 
11 


Morgan 


5 
9 


Nicholas 


1 






Pendleton - 

Pocahontas 


16 

17 

6 




11 


Putnam 






7 


Randolnh ., 


7 




10 


Roane 


3 




4 


Tayior 


2 


Tyler *».... 


1 
18 






Wayne ^ 


5 


Wetzel 


2 
2 




2 


Wood 

Wheelincr City 


1 
2 

• ■•••••■•••• •••••• 


Huntinarton City 


•••••••••••••••••a 

8 




5 




72 


23 


5 
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THB FRBB SCHOOLS MUST BB MANAOBD IN AOCOBDANCB WITH SeUBD 

BUSINESS P&INCIPLBS. 

The public school system of this State is a great business enter- 
prise organized and managed by the people and if it is to be effi- 
cient it must be managed, frombeginniag to end on business prin- 
ciples. In this country where not only 1 he perpetuity of our 
civil, political and religious institutions, but our material progress 
and prosperity depend upon the intelligence and virtue of the 
people, surely our system of public schools may justly be regarded 
as one of the most important of all our institutions; it is cer- 
tainly the most costly. 

How best to administer this system must ever remain a ques- 
tion of supreme interest to the people of this Stale. And to 
secure tliis beat management, we can not rely alone upon pub- 
lic sentiment and the common interest all feel in education, 
but as Ihe success of any busmess enterprise is conditioned 
upon the application of sound business principles in its manage- 
ment and operation, so our system of public schools being a 
business enterprise will increase in its efficiency and use- 
fulness in proportion as the people are willing to enforce its 
management upon strict business principles. 

If it is necessary to the success of any ordinary enterprise that 
those having control of its management, shall be competent, 
skillful and faithful, much more sd is this true with regard to our 
system of public schools, where the undertaking is so com- 
prehensive, and the interests involved are of infinite importance. 

The education of two hundred and sixty-six thousand children 
requiring the employment of five thousand, four hundred and 
ninety-one teachers, at an annual expense of about one million 
and a quarter dollars, is a simple statement of the magnitude of 
this State enterprise; and yet, this is not all it involves. The 
people have a permanent investment in school property amount- 
ing to $2,483,528. 

Will any one dare to say that any private corporation would in- 
vest this amount of money in any enterprise, with an annual ex- 
penditure of nearly an equal amount of money and not provide for 
the most careful and skillful management and supervision of every 
division and department of it ? And yet is there any private 
business enterprise in the magnitude of the interest involved to 
be compared to the right education of all the children of a great 
State? 

It should be understood that in speaking of applying business 
principles in the management of our public school system we do 
not refer simply to the expenditure of money by boards of educa- 
tion for the payment of teachers' wages and the building of 
school houses. So far as the mere expenditure of money goes 
there is no lack of economy. Extravagance in the expenditure of 
money can not often be charged against public school officers. It 
is of the greatest importance that all this work be economically and 
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carefully transacted, but the laying of levies, and the building of 
school houses, and the disbursement of monies, is only a part of 
the work to be done in the wise administration of a system of 
schools. The management of the schools when eatdbliahed so as 
to insure the highest eMoiency in the education of the children is 
the paramount question. 

To secure the highest efficiency and bring the free schools under 
a systematic management, two things are essential: First. 
They must have professional supervision. The mass of our school 
officers are good reliable citizens, who discharge their duties in most 
cases as well as they know how, and who desire to see the schools 
made better. But the work of teaching is a professional work, and 
efficient service as a teacher or as tlie supervisor of the teacher's 
work, requires special qualifications and experience, as the guaran- 
tee of efficiency. The history of the public school thus far has proved 
that we can not rely upon the unpaid and unskilled service of 
boards of education and trustees, however faithful they may be, 
to supervise the teaching of the public schools. The constant 
oversight and care of a skilled supervisor is necessary to secure 
an efficient school system. There is a proper work for boards 
and trustees, but it is not the supervision of the work of the 
school room. 

Perhaps four-fifths of the entire school population of this State 
are in the country and village schools, and these schools are with- 
out any systf-matio course of study and practically without any 
supervision at all. The provision of our school law requiring the 
county superintendent to visit each school in his county at least 
once each year does but little good, because it does not go far 
enough. It is not efficient supervision in the ordinary business 
sense of that word. If we are to get satisfactory results from the 
teaching in these schools, the State must take a firmer and more 
business like hold of the work. 

To secure efficient supervision for the country schools, two 
things are absolutely necessary : 

1. The office of county superintendent must be paid sufficient 
salary to command the services of men of good ability and qualifica- 
tions, who should be required to devote their entire time to the 
interests of their work. At present the county superintendent 
gives but a small portion of his time to the duties of his office. 
The question of salary is the key to the problem of supervision, for 
without adequate pay for the character of the work to be done 
it is idle to expect to secure efficient supervision. The many in- 
viting and lucrative positions open to talent and qualifications 
in this age render it practically impf ssible to obtain men of the 
requisite ability and scholarship for this office unless the State be 
willing to pay fair salaries. 

The duties to be discharged by this office require good execu- 
tive ability, broad scholarship in addition to special qualification, 
and the State should offer salaries large enough to command them. 
Although equal in public importance and labor, if efficiently per- 
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formed to either the office of clerk of the circuit court, county 
court, sheriflF or proeecuting attorney, still the office of county su- 
perintendent of schools is paid an average salary of about one- 
fifteenth of the average salary of the above named county officers. 
2. The second thing necessary to secure efficient supervision 
after adequate pay is the investment of this office with 
the proper authority. The functions of this office are exec- 
utive, as well as advisory, and it must be clothed with the 
necessary authority to execute the law and discharge prescribed 
duties. These duties should be plainly laid down, and the quali 
fications of eligibility carefully defined so as to guard against in- 
competency as far as possible. One superintendent can not prop- 
erly supervise all the schools in many of the larger counties, and 
therefore provision must be made for the election or appointment 
of assistant superintendents. 

UNIFORM GRADBD GOURSB OF STUDY. 

The second thing necessary to give an efficient management to 
our free school system is a uniform graded course of study for the 
ungraded country and village schools. This course of study 
should be adopted by the State. As the law now stands each 
teacher determines the course of study for his school and on ac- 
count of the transitory character of the teacher's term of service, 
the course of study is re-organized each year and in some cases 
oftener, which must inevitably result in great waste of time and 
labor to the school. 

The necessity of providing the ungraded country schools with a 
uniform course of study has not been under consideration for 
more than twelve or fifteen years in the United States, but on 
the Oontinent of Europe, the country schools of the most advanced 
nations are as carefully graded and supervised as the schools of 
the large cities. However, the importance of this work is now 
being rapidly recognized in America and within the past five years, 
a number of States, among them^ Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Wis- 
consin, Minnesota and Michigan have put in operation a uni- 
form course of study for their ungraded schools. 

During the session of the legislature for 1879, the following 
bill was introduced and adopted by the Senate, but was lost in 
the Hous^: 

'The State Superintendent shall prescribe a regular course of 
primary instruction to be followed in the schools throughout the 
State, arranging the order in which the several branches shall be 
taken up and studied, and the time to be devoted to them, re- 
spectively, with provision for advancement from class to class, also 
for the examination and graduation of all pupils who satisfactorily 
complete the prescribed course. He shall in like manner prescribe 
a course of study to be adopted in graded and hia;h schools." 

If a suitable course of study had been adopted ten years ago, 
as contemplated by this bill, we feel sure that our free schools 
would be doing far more efficient work than they are to-day. 
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The following are some of the advantagOR to be derived from 
patting these schools under systematic management : 

(1) A uniform course of study would be an important means 
in securing effective supervision. Indeed, I do not see how 
supervision can be had, where the schools are not provided with 
some kind of an orderly plan of work. 

(2) It would tend to increase the teacher's term of office, which 
would be a great gain to the schools, and also lessen the injurious 
effects of the frequent change of teachers by preserving from 
year to year the classification of the school. 

(8) The pupils' work, on account of regular classification and 
grading, would be connected and continuous 

(4) Pupils would be stimulated and encouraged to take up and 
complete the entire free school course. 

One of the chief defects of the work of the public school is its 
fragmentary character. Every pupil should before leaving the 
public school study at least these six fundamental branches of 
knowledge, namely, Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, English Gram ] 
mar, Geography and History. On account of the lack of a proper 
grading and classification of the work to be done, which would 
require each branch to be taken up at the proper time and in the 
proper order and to receive its due share of time and no more, it 
frequently happens that the entire school lite of the child is 
spent upon two or three branches, usually reading, writing and 
arithmetic. There is ample time in every pupil's school life for 
the study of the six fundamental branches named. Effective 
supervision in connection with a uniform course of study, would 
do much to correct this fragmentary work, and in the same 
number of years of school life as before, increase the amount of 
work done, besides giving the child a more complete and far bet- 
ter preparation f or citizeHBhip and all the duties of life. There are 
other advantages that attach to the adoption of a course ot study, 
but it is needless to name them here. 

I give the following table compiled from the statistics of 1890, 
to show the comparatively limited number of an enrolment of 
193,064 who study all the six fundamental branches and Physiology : 

Reading 181,886 

Writing „ 113,212 

Arithmetic • 117,526 

Geography 44,971 

Grammar 80,884 

mstory 10,692 

Physiology 17,081 

Elsewhere is published in this report a uniform graded course of 
study which has been prepared by a committee of prominent 
educators, who were appointed for this purpose by a State con- 
vention of school officers and teachers held at Parkersburg, 
August, 1890. 

lurgentlv reconoimend the adoption of this course of study by 
law, or that the State Superintendent be empowered to prepare a 
coarse of study for this purpose. 
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TEAOHBRS' I58TITUTBS. 

In my last biennial report I discussed at some length the de- 
mand for a change in our present plan of conducting teachers' 
institutes. 

The necessity for institutes arises from the fact that a large 
number of those engaged as teachers in the free schools are not 
professionally qualified for their work. Annually a considerable 
number of young men and young women possessing but little or no 
knowledge of the theory and art of teaching pass from the posi- 
tion of pupil to that of teacher, and perhaps this takes place in the 
same school. And before they have acquired skill in teaching at the 
expense of pupils and people, they pass out of the work to enter 
some more agreeable and inviting work, and another equally in- 
experienced body of boys and girls take their places. Thus is 
much of the teaching in our public schools caried on, notably in 
our country schools. . 

To remedy the evils of this condition of things in our public 
schools is one of the objects of compulsory attendance at the 
annual sesbion of the teachers' county institute. 

The objections to these institutes as conducted under the pres- 
ent law are (I) ^^^^ there is no provision to relieve from further 
attendance those who ha^e satisfied all requirements of the 
law as to their general and professional qualifications toteaGh,(2) 
that with the limited funds to pay instructors, it is impossible to 
grade the work so as to give instructions suited to the needs of both 
inexperienced and advanced teachers. 

In my opinion our institutes would be greatly enhanced in 
their usefulness, if the State Superintendent was required by law 
to arrange a graded course of institute work coveriog at least a 
period of two years. This graded course of work should include 
a course of reading and study in connection with the annual in- 
stitutes and no person not a graduate of some reputable train- 
ing school for teachers should be permitted to apply for a 
teacher's certificate to teach in the free schools of this State 
who had not completed the institute course and passed a satisfac- 
tory examination thereon. 

By thus grading the institute work, and relieving those who 
have satisfactorily completed it from compulsory attendance, the 
number attending ^ach annual institute would be greatly reduced 
and instructors would be able to do much better work. 

INSTITUTB WOKE FOB 1889 AND 1890. 

In 1889 forty-five county institutes and twelve special institutes 
of five days each, were held, with a total enrolment of six thou- 
sand two hundred and thirteen and an average daily attendance of 
five thousand two hundred and eighty-three. The special in- 
structors employed for this year were i)r. W. H. Payne, President' 
of the Peabody Normal Ooliege at Nashville, Dr. N. 0. Schaeffer, 
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President of the Kntztown State Normal School of Pennsylvania 
and Prof. E. S. Oox, Superintendent of the Public Schools of 
Chillicothe, Ohio. 

In 1890 fifty-seven county institutes and two special Peabody 
institutes were held, with an enrolment of six thousand two hun- 
dred and twelve, and an average daily attendance of five thousand 
five hundred and fifteen. 

A special institute of two weeks in length was held at Parkers- 
burg for the benefit of county and local institute instructors, and 
for teachers desiring to avail themselves of advanced institute 
inptruction. 

The instructors of this institute were Dr. W. H. Payne and Dr. 
Larkin Duntdn, Head master of the Boston Normal School. 

QOMPULSORY SCHOOL ATTENDANCB. 

What is ihe object of the free school system ? Is it to secure to 
every child ihat elementary educaUon, which is essential to good 
citizenship, or is it simply to give every child the opportunity to 
secure il? If the former view be the correct one it may be wise to 
consider the question whether this elementary education can be 
made secure to each child, unless the State shall make attendance 
at some suitable school compulsory between certain ages and for 
a specific period of time each year. 

Compulsory Echool attendance is the fixed educational policy 
of all the most advanced governments of Europe, whether re- 
publican or monarchical. 

In the United States there has been a gradual recognition of the 
necessity for the. adopt ion of compulsory attendance at the public 
schools. This is seen in the enactment of laws prohibiting child la- 
bor and in the establishment of reform schools and in the adoption 
within the past few years, of compulsory attendance at the primary 
schools by more than one half of all the States. 

It, is just to say that compulsory laws have not always operated 
with perfect satisliiction. Against all compulsory legislation in 
this country, no matter how necessary and just, it is a very easy 
thing to work up prejudice and opposition. 

Ftr this reason compulsory education will continue to have its 
reverses, but if popular education becomes universal, com- 
pulsory attendance must be made the fixed policy of the free 
school system. It is becoming more and more apparent each 
year that without compulsory education, the public schools most 
signally fail to reach that very class of children which would not 
receive an education, if there were no free school system. 

I learn by correspondence with school principals and super- 
intendents that a very considerable per cent, of the school youth 
in a number of towns do not attend any school but are idle and in 
the streets. 

In many sections of the State there is a strong sentiment in 
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favor of compulsory attendance and I believe a judicious law 
would be enforced, and approved by the people. 

There being no proviei^n of law for ascertaining the number 
of youths under twenty- one years of age enrolled in the private 
and denominational schools of the State, it has not been possible 
to report the actual number of youths each year not enr.^Ued in 
any school. In order that this fact might be known, I have se- 
cured by an extensive correspondence, and careful investigation 
the enrolment of schoDl youth in all private and denominaiioaal 
schools in the State classified between the ages of 6 and 16 and 16 
and 21, for 1890. 

I submit the following report which is correct within a very 
small number. 

ENUMERATION OF SCHOOL YOUTH FOR 1890. 

Between f he ages of 6 and 16 197, 533' 

Between the ages of 16 and 21 ^ 6S,793 

NUMBER ENROLLED IN THE FREE SCBOOLS. 

Between 6 and 16 , 168,631 

Between 16 and 21 ^ ~. 24,433 



Total between 6 and 2U ..• 193,064 

NUMBER ENROLLED IN THE WE?IT VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY AND THE STATE 

NORMAL SCHOOLS. 

Between 6 and 16 ^ ^ :.. Ill 

Between 16 and 21 «-^ 375 



Total between 6 and 21 486 

NUMBER ENROLLED IN CATHOLIC PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS. 

Between 6 and 16 '. 2,209 

Between 16and 21 51 



Total between 6 and 21 2,260 

NUMBER ENROLLED IN EPISCOPAL PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS.* 

Between 6 and 16 ....« ., • 118 

Between 16 and2L »...• 87 



Total between 6 and 21 150 

NUMBER ENROLLED IN ALL OTHER SCHOOLS, PRIVATE AND DENOMINA- 
TIONAL. 

Between 6 and 16 653 

Between 16 and 21 585 



Total between 6 and 21..... 1,288 

SUMMARY. 

Total enumeration of the Stnte between 6 and 16 197,533 

Total enrolment in all schools private, and State, between 6 and 16 171,717 

Total number not enrolled in any school, between 6 «nd 16 25,816 

Total enumeration fir the 8tate between 16 and 21 68,793 

Total enrolment between 16 and 21. in al« schools 25,491 

Total not enrolled in any school, between 16 and 21 43,302 

* Whole number only reported, and proportion as to 6—16 and 16—21, estimated. 
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The following is the text of the compalsory bill introduced at 
the last session of the Legislature but was not adopted: 

1. All parents and those who have the care of children shall instruct them or canst 
them to be instructed in reading, writing, spelling, English grammar, arithmetic and 
geography. And every person having under his or her control a child between the 
ages of eight and fourteen years, shall cause such child to attend some public or private 
school at least sixteen weeks in each year, eight weeks at least of which attendance 
shall be consecutive, and for every neglect of such duty the person shall forfeit a sum 
not exceeding twenty dollars to the school fund of the State, to be recovered in a sum- 
mary proceeding before any mayor or justice of the peace, Provided, That if the child 
is destitute of clothing suitable for attending school and the person having it under 
control is unable by reason of poverty to provide such clothing, or if the physical or 
mental condition of such child is such as to prevent attendance at school or application. 
to study, such penalty shall not be incurred. 

2. Children living remote from any public school in the district in which they reside 
may be allowed to attend the public school in an adjoining district, under such regula- 
tions and on such terms as the school commissioners of said district may agree upon 
and prescribe. 

8. In every case arisine under this act, where the parents, guardian 07 other persons 
having control of any child between the said ages of eight and fourteen years is un- 
able to provide such child for said sixteen weeks with the necessary text-books to en* 
able such cjjiild to attend school for said period, and shall so state in writing to the 
board of school commissioners of the district, the said commissioners shall, after satis- 
fying themselves of the truth of such statement, provide s^id text-books, and the ex- 
pense of the same be borne by the school district in which the books are furnished. 

4. The board of school commissioners in the cities and school districts of each county 
shall annually, at their first meeting in July, elect one or more persons to be designated 
truant officers, and removable at their pleasure, and who shall enquire into all cases of 
neglect of duty prescribed in section one and ascertain the reason therefor and such 
truant officers or any one of them shall prosecute in the name of the city, town or dis- 
trict and in the manner indicated in section one (1) any and allj>erson8 liable to the 
penaHy provided in said section. 

5. Boards of school commissioners in any city, town or district, neglecting to elect 
truant officers, and truant officers neglecting to prosecute trhen directed, as required 
by law, shall forfeit not less than five nor more than (820) twenty dollars for each 
offense to the use of the school fund as aforesaid, and the compensation and traveling 
fees of such truant officer shall be the same as now established for constables in the 
service of a criminal process and paid out of the school fund. 

0. Each week's failure on the part of any one to comply with the provisions of sec- 
tion one shall be a distinct ofliense. punishable with a fine not exceeding five dollars, 
and all off'enses concerning the same child shall be charged in separate counts joined 
in one complaint. When a complaint contains more than one count the court may 
give sentence on one or more, and suspended sentence on the remaining counts. If at 
the end of ten weeks from date of the sentence, it shall appear that the child con- 
cerned has attended school regularly during that time, then Judgment on such re- 
maining counts shall not be executed. Every truant officer shall be in duty bound 
to investigate eyery report of truancy in writing made to him by a member of the 
school board, superintendent or teacher of public schools in his district, and if such 
charges of truancy be well founded and his failure to proceed »>hall be construed as a 
neglect of duty, he shall be punished as' provided in section five (5). 

7. It shall be the duty of the county, city or district superintendents to ascertain by 
visitation, examination or otherwise whether the children between the ages of eight 
and fourteen years attending any private or public school within their respective dis- 
tricts are receiving adequate instruction in the branches of reading, writing, spelling, 
English grammar, arithmetic and geography as specified in the first section of this act 

8. The school boards of each city, town or district shall from time to time adopt such 
provisions, rules, arrangements and regulations for the enforcement of tho provisiona 
of this act not confiicting therewith as shall to them appear fitting, 

•• This aot shaU go iuto effect on tbe Ist day pf ^oly, 1889. 
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SCHOOL ATTENDANCE. 

There is no provision of law in this State for ascertaining the 
number of school youth enrolled in private or parochial schools, 
and it is therefore impossible to ascertain the number of children 
who are receiving no educational trainiog, and also to know the 
real educational condition of the people of this State. 

I recommend that some provision be made by which all private 
and parochial schools may be required to report their annual en- 
rolment to this department, so that a public record can be kept 
from year to year showing the actual educational condition of the 
State. 

INEQUnY OF PRESENT POLICY OF TAXATION FOR SOPPORT OF FREE 

SCHOOLS. 

The free school system is a State interest and not a local inter- 
est. The plan of levying taxes for the support of these schools 
should therefore be so arranged as to bear as equitably as possible 
upon every section of the State and provide as the Constitution 
contemplates shall be done, for giving every section the benefit 
of a "thorough and efiicient system of free schools." 

The Constitution declares that: 

**The Legislature shaU provide for the support of Free Schools, by appropriating 
thereto the interest of the Invested •School Fund,' the nf^t proceeds of all forfeitures 
and fines accruing to this Btate under the laws thereof ; the State capitation tax ; and 
by general taxation on persons and property or otherwise. It>hall also provide for 
raising, in each county or district, by the authority of the people thereof, such a pro- 
portion of the amount required for the support of Free Schools therein as shall be pre- 
, scribed by general law." 

The rate of general tax has been fixed at ten cents on the hun- 
dred dollars valuation of property, which together with the 
amount derived from forfeitures and fines and the capitation tax 
does not amount to enough to pay one fourth of the annual ex- 
penses of the free school system. The residue of this sum is deri- 
ved from a local tax limited to the school district. This plan of 
raising the revenues for the free schools makes the burden of tax- 
ation tall very unequally upon different sections of the State, but 
this inequality has been wonderfully increased by allowing the 
rich and densely populated sections of districts to be set off for in- 
dependent districts and thu5 relieved larj;ely frorn the burden of 
the local school tax. And even the inequality of the independent 
district has been added to by an act passed in 1889, allowing any 
sub-district to lay a special levy to be added to its share of the dis- 
trict levy thus encouraging the richer sub-districts to provide for 
themselves and to oppose an increase of the district levy. 

The inevitable tendency of this character of legislation is to 
give one half of the people "thorough and eJffioient schools," and 
require the other half to provide just such schools as they may be 
able to do. 

The present policy of limiting the local tax to the school district, 
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and independent district, throws all the benefit to be derived from 
railroads and other corporate interests int3 a few districts, ena- 
bling these districts with a mere nomiaal levy to have ei2;ht or 
ten months' school and thu3 make it practically impossible for 
some districts to have three or four months' school by levying np 
to the maximum limit of the local tax. This policy, it will be 
seen, serves to relieve the wealth of the State, and places the 
heaviest burden of taxation for the public schools upon the small 
property owner. 

I give below a table showing the levy upon the one hundred 
dollars valuation of property for the teachers' fund in a number 
of the poorer and more thinly populated counties, and also the 
richer and more densely populated counties to show the inequity 
of the present local levy, and also the inability of many districts 
of the State by such a levy to have efficient schook: 



NAME OF COUNTY. 



Boone 

Clay 

L'^gan 

McDovreU .... 

RaleiBh , 

Wyoming.... 

Brooke 

Hancock , 

JeDersoa 

Ohio 

Marshall 

Mercer 

Monongalia 



Average 


Average 


Local levy 


Length of 


Teachers' 


School 


Fund. 


Tertn In 




Days. 


cU. 




.48 


70 


.45 


76 


.40 


66 


.8d7 


80 


.4H2 


70 


.48 6 


55 


.28 


148 


.29 


129 


.17 8 


180 


.30 


155 


.22 6 


128 


.42 


92 


. 175 


90 



It seems impossible with the present plan of supporting the 
free schools to secure an efficient system throughout the State. 

The remedy for the inequality of the school levy may be found 
either by changing ihe local levy from the district to the county, 
or by increasing the State school levy, or by doing both. 

As the law now stands the independent school districts have 
nine and ten months of school with an average levy of about 
twenty or thirty cents on the hundred dollars. A slight increase 
of the State levy and a county local levy would do much toward 
increasing the length of the school term and equalizing the' bur- 
den of the school tax. 

The constitution gives ample powers for this improvement. 

PUBLIC SCHOOL TEXTBOOKS. 

The present contract regulating: the purchase and sale of free 
school books will expire on the first day of Jalv next and there- 
fore some legislation will be needed on this subject at the com- 
ing session of the Legislature. 

The law providing for a State contract for free school books and 
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fixing the maximum price at which they must be sold to the peo- 
ple, was enacted in lb79 and will have been in operation eleven 
years the first of July next. The contract was renewed in 1886 for 
a period of five years and in 1890 for one year. 

The question of regulating the adoption and fixing the prices of 
free school books and of determining the manner in which they 
shall be supplied to the people is one of very serious importance 
both educationally and financially. 

Since the adjournment of the last session of the Legislature, I 
have endeavored by correspondence with the school officers of 
other States and the examination of State and other reports on 
this subject to learn something of the plans adopted by different 
States and the operation of the same. I find the following to be 
those most generally adopted. 

1. The selection of books by districts; usually for a period of 
three or five years, the people being compelled to purchase the 
same at such prices as they are sold in open market. 

Another form of district adoption is where the board of 
education is authorized to purchase books and rent or sell to the 
pupils. One objection to this form of the district plan is that pa- 
tronri moving from one distiict to another are compelled to buy 
new books. There are others equally strong. 

2. The free text-book plan ; under which boards of education 
purchase all books and allow pupils the free use of the same. Where 
this plan has had a fair trial it has given excellent satisfaction, 
and it is shown to be the most economical, while at the same time 
securing the best results in the school room by enabling teachers 
to grade and classiiy their schools without delay. No time is 
lost for the lack of proper books. The main objection to this plan 
is the difficulty in securing the proper care of books. I cannot re- 
commend it as well adapted for general adoption in this State. 

3. The purchase or manufacture of books by the State. The 
manufacture of books has been tried by one State only — Cali- 
fornia, and EO far as I am able to get information, this has been a 
very costly experiment, and not very satisfactory. 

The plan of purchasing school books by the State and supply- 
ing them to the people through school officers has in my opinion 
serious objections. In the first place, the school officers are often 
very inconveniently located for accommodating the patrons of the 
district. Again, this plan has generally proved more expensive than 
distribution by the regular channels of trade requiring as it does a 
complicated system of accounts, which is certainly very objec- 
tionable. 

State Superintendent La Follette, of Indiana, a State in which 
this plan is now in operation, writes under date of October 28 : 
'The prices named in the statute are the cash prices paid by the 
patrons of the school for the books, but in addition to this, must 
be added the per diem of school officers, ^hich per diem is paid 
out of the treasury of the school corporations and raised by taxa- 
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tioQ. This expense will more than offset any saving in the price 
of books." 

Nowhere, except in towns and cities, can the plan of distribu- 
tion by school officers be made anything like satisfactory, and 
only in the country when the books are furnished free and are 
supplied in quantity to each school. 

4. The only remaining plan that I shall notice, is that known 
as State adoption, modifications of which have been tried in this 
State, Virginia, Louisiana, Kentucky, Washington and other 
States. Under this plan the State selects the books that shall be 
used throughout the State, and regulates by contract the maximum 
price at which the books shall be sold to the merchants or boards 
of education, and by these to the people. 

This plan has given very general satisfaction in this State. The 
objection that has been urged against it is, that merchants in 
some in^^tances, because of the small profit allowed have refused to 
handle the books, and patrons have been obliged to order direct from 
the publisher, or rely on tho boards to supply the schools of 
the district However, there has been but little complaint on this 
account. I am convinced that for the State generally, this plan 
offers more advantages, and possesses fewer objections than any 
other. 

In recommending the continuance of this plan for this State, I 
would suggest that provision be made for a sufficient number of 
State depositories of all books adopted for use and so located that 
books can readily be obtained by the retail merchants. 

The introduction of new editions during the terai of the contract 
should be forbidden by law. 

I also suggest the wisdom of making some provision for the selec- 
tion of supplementary reading for towns and districts having a 
longer term than seven months and the exemption of the larger 
cities from the general law. 

The primary text-books now in use are first class books, and I 
recommend their continuance if satisfactory arrangements can be 
made. 

The list of higher class books named in section fifty-eight of 
the School Law should be revised. 

PEABODY FUND. 

The trustees of the Peabody Education Fund have continued 
during the past two years the generous aid heretofore extended 
to this State from this Fund. The State Normal Schools and 
teachers' Institutes are made the beneficiaries of the amount ap* 
propriated, the Institutes receiving the larger portion of it. 

PBABODY SCHOLARSHIPS. 

Eight Peabody scholarships are assigned to this State in the 
Peabody Normal College of the Nashville University. These af- 
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ford splendid opportunities to yonng men and yoang women of 
West Virginia who desire to fit themselves for the highest use- 
fulness in the free school work. The appointments are made 
upon a competitive examination, the questions being fur- 
nished by the president of the college. In 1889 appointments to 
fill seven vacancies were awarded to the following persons: 
First Congressional District, Miss Venie J. Lee, Second Con- 
gressional District, C. J. Maxwell and £. E. Mercer, Foarth Con- 
gressional District, John N. Simpson and Frank L. Bardett, Third 
Congressional District, W. W. Smith and C. J. Alderson. 

In 1890 the appointment to fill one vacancy for the First Con- 
gressional District was awarded to J. C. Duffy. I am glad to be 
able to report that the students from this State rank high in 
scholarship and in general standing. 

Hon. J. L. M. Curry the general agent of this Fund is a zealous 
friend of our educational interests, and in him I find a wise coun- 
sellor on all educational questions. 

BDUOATIONAL EXHIBIT AT THE WORLD'S COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION. 

It is of the greatest importance that a suitable educational ex- 
hibit be made by this State at the World's Fair to be held at Chicago 
in 1893, representing all the educational interests of the State. 
Considerable time will be required to make the necessary prep- 
aration and I therefore recommend that the necessary provision 
be made for this purpose at this session of the Legislature. 

STORES COLLEGE. 

Under the efficient management of Prof. N. C. Brackett this 
institution is doing a noble work for the education of the colored 
people of this and adjoining States. The accommodations of the 
school in buildings and grounds are ample. The present need 
of the school is funds for the purchase of apparatus and machinery 
for the operation of the mechauical and other departments. A 
number of branches of manual training, such as carpentering and 
sewing have already been introduced, and I am informed that 
others will at an early day be provided for. 

The enrolment for 1890 was two hundred and seventy-four, 
seventy five above the enrolment of 1888. The number of stu- 
dents appointed for 1890 from West Virginia was fifty-two, and 
the number of graduates was seventeen. 

STATE CONVENTION OF SCHOOL OFFICEKS AND TEACHERS. 

In April, 1890, 1 sent out the following circular, for the purpose 
of advising with school superintendents, principals and teachers, 
in regard to the propriety of holding a State Convention of school 
officers and teachers, to discuss the condition of free bchool work 
and consider measures for its improvement. Having received a 
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generons and enconraging response to the circular, I arranged in 
accordance with the expressed wishes of a largo number of prom- 
inent teachers, superintendents and principals, for the holdings: of 
thft convention at Parkerbburg in connection with a Special P«a- 
body Inslitute, beginning August the Uth. A brief report of 
this convenlion, including the resolutions and recommendations, 
is published in this report : 

oirculab. 

Department op Free Schools, 
State op West Vikginia, 
Charleston, April 16, 1890.] 

To County and Otty Superintendents, Graded School and High School Principals and to ati 

uho desire to apply for County InxtUiUe work in I89I. 

I desire to advise with you la regard to (I) the most suitable place of holding *a 
Bpeolal Pdabody Institute of two weeks la length to begla the lllh day of August, for 
the benefit of those who wish to become instructors in county institutes, and to aid 
county superintendents who are charged with the duty of asisisting in this worli: ; (2) 
to ask yoar views and suggestions in regard to the propriety and wisdom of holding, in 
connection with this institute a convention of county and city superintendents and 
other school officers for the purpose of taking steps to prepare a manual and course of 
study for use In the ungraded schools throughout the State. 

It Uof the highest importancd that the institute woi k be done Just as far as practi- 
cable by those who have fitted ihemselves for it by a special pr^'paratlon and it is my 
intention to employ only thosd who are willing to go to the trouble aul expense of 
making this speoial preparation. 

To aflTord superior facilities lo those who desire to engage in the Institute work of the 
State Ih one of the objects of this institute. 

In view of the necessity of improving our country and village schools, I regard this 
an opportune tioje for a convention of school superintendents and other school offl- 
cers to discuss **ways and means*' for accomplishing this work. 

In my opinion, the most available moans of increasing the efficiency of our ungraded 
schools will be through the adoption of a manual and graded course of work, and bet- 
ter supervision, and to secue the latter there must be ssme new legislation ealarging 
the duties of the county superintendent, and providing for district 8up3rvision, or for 
assigning to assistant superintendents a smaller division than a county. 

It is important thai these questions and ottier closely related matters such as 
the improvement of our institute system and the methods of conducting teachers* ex- 
aminatious be discussed in a convention of school officers, so that some g<iueral con- 
olur ions may bert^ached, and a course of action be adopted. 

To achieve success we must bave concert of aclion throughout the State. 

If a convention o( the cjunty and city superintendent** shall decide in favor of the 
adoption of a course of study and shall appoint a committee to aid me in its prepara- 
tion I will publish and distribute it along with the school blanks to every teacher and 
school officer in the State. 

Realizing each ^ear the necessity and value' of more organized eflTort and interest 
among the teachers and school offlcsrs of the State, I hope that this convention may 
result in a permanent organization to be called the State Association of City and 
County Superintendents. 

As instructors of the institute I have already senured the services of President W. H. 
Payne, of th* Peabody Normal College of Nashville. Tennessee, and Dr. L\rk!n Dun- 
ton, Head Master of the Boston Normal School. These men are instructors of na- 
tional reputation and standing. 

In due time a programme of the work will be published embracing such subjects as 
will afTord teachers the highest Institute advantages ever oft'orrd in the State, and 
those receiving this circular are requested to give due announcement of these facts In 
ail the coa&ty institutes and other educational gatherings throaghoat the State. 
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I shall be glad to ha% e your views on the subjects submitted for your oonslderation 
at as early a date as possible and in your reply please answer the following questions: 

(1) Where do you suggest as the best place for holding the institate? 

(2) Do you favor the convention of couuty and city superintendents herein sug- 
gested ? 

(3) If so, what days of the institute do you suggest as the time for the convention, 
not to occupy more than one day and a half and one night 7 

(4) Will you Attend, and will you piepare a paper on some appioprlate subject to be 
read before the convention ? 

Very truly, your obedient servant, 

B. 8. MORGAN, 
Btate Sup't. 

CONCLUSION. 

The perfecting of the organ^'zation of the free school system lies 
in the direction of a more efficient management of the ungraded 
Echools and the enactment ot more effective laws for the establish- 
ment of free public high schools and their articulation with the 
higher educational institutions of the State. 

To improve the ungraded schools it will be necessary to increase 
the length of the school term, to give them authoritative and re- 
sponsible supervision, and to provide for a better system of teach- 
ers^ examinations. 

The suggestions and recommendations that have been presented 
in this report as a basis of legislation to secure some of these im- 
provement shave been made after careful study and investigation. 
I am proud to report that I find everywhere throughout the State, 
a spirit of educational progress among teachers and people. The 
finest buildings that are being erected in the State are for the 
graded schools and high schools in the towns and cities. 

All educational questions and movements are being discussed 
and investigated as never before in the history of the State. 

Eesp€ctfully submitted, 

: Benjamin S. Mokgan, 
State Superintendent of Ifree SchoolSn 
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SUMMARY OF THE STATISTICS. 



SCHOOL ORGANIZATION. 

Sub-districts in 1890 «.... 4,851 

Sub-districts in 1889 4,649 

Increase Of 1890 over 1889 ; 102 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 ....... 247 

Total increase in two years 849 

School districts in 1890 888 

School districts in 1889 884 

Decrease of 1890 from 1889 1 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 ^ ^ 7 

Total increase in two years 6 

SCHOOL HOUSES. 

Frame, 1890 8,680 

Frame, 1889 8,510 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 « 170 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 2U 

Total increase in two years 881 

Brick and stone, 1890 127 

Brick and stone, 1889.. 124 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 8 

Increase of 1839 over 1888 8 

Total increase in two years «... 11 

Log, 1890 1,007 

Log, 1839 1,021 

Decrease of 1890 from 1889 „ 14 

Decrease of 1889 from 1888 ^^ .^,^ 13L 

Total decrease in two years ., 145 

Total houfies in 1890 4,814 

Total houses in 1889 ^.. 4,055 

I ncrease of 189*) over 1889 159 

Increaseof 1889 over 1888 88 

Total increase in two years 247 

Rented houses 1q 1890. 117 

H^l^ted houses In X889..... „^ ....... 122 
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Decrease of 1880 from 1888» •..-. m....»m.. ^.^ •.............•.................^. 6 

Increase of 1888 oyer 1888 ^.»».»—„. •m-....m.^ 2 



jjecrease xn iwo yearstt ••••••*••••••••••••••••••••••*•••••• •••••••••■•••••• ••••••••••••«••••••••••••••■••(••••••* o 

Houses bailt, 1880 »...........»...^.^ Ilf5 

Houses built, 1889 « 206 

Decrease of 1880 from 1888 ^ ^...^ 11 

Decrease of 1888 from 1888.. -^ •m.m. 21 



Total decrease In two years ^. 82 

Total school rooms, 1880 ^ ..^^ ^^ 6,481 

Total school rooms, 1889 .^ - ^ m.......... 6«286 

Increase of 1880 oyer 1888 ^.....-m. »^ 205 

Increase of 1888 oyer 1888 ^ .?.^.......^ ».... 88 



Totalincrease in two years ^ ^...^ 284 

Recitation rooms only, 1890 » m.. 182 

Recitation rooms only, 1888 » ^^.......^ ...........m......... ^ 44 

Increase of 1890 oyer 1888 -^ 148 

Decrease of 1888 from 1888 246 



Total decrease in two years «.. »^ 86 

Houses with improyed desks. 1890 «.... 2,082 

Houses with improyed desks, 1888...... —^ 1,664 



Increase of 1890 oyer 1888 - .........^ 

Increase of 1888 oyer 1888 ^ 128 



Total increase in two years.. 481 

Houses with apparatus, 1880 ~ »^ 1,286 

Houses with apparatus. 1888 883 

Increase of 1880 oyer 1888.. 418 

Increase of 1888 oyer 1888 „ «.. 45 



Total increase in two years 458 

Buildings fenced, 1880 488 

BuildlnfiTS fenced, 1888 « ..., 408 

Increase of 1880 oyer 1888 «• 28 

Increase of 1888 oyer 1888 „ ., 87 



Total increase \n two years....... 116 

Improved grounds, 1880 ,...., ^ „. 188 

Improyed grounds, 1888 « .• 216 

Decrease of 1880 from 1888 «•-««.. ..........»m 27 

Decrease of 1888 from 1888 16 



Total decrease in two years „ »• „^, 48 

Number yolumes In library, 1880 5,675 

Number yolumes in library, 1888 »......^ 4,864 

Increase of 1880 oyer 1888 „. 811 

Increase of 1889 oyer 1888 „ 2,258 

Total increase In two years -^......... -^ ^.......... 8,070 

VALUATION OP SCHOOL PROPERTY. 

Houses, 1890 « ^......... .9 1,941,860 

Houses, 1889 ..............^......................... ^...» ^............ , 1,889,680 

Increase of 1890 oyer 1888 m«.........................^......««.....» ..9 101,670 

Increase of 1888 oyer 1888 „.. ...................... 176,848 

Total increase in two years ..m..- 9 278,018 

m / mi .V4| XOtlU«*«*«« ••••«*•••••••••••■•••••• •••■••••••••«••••• •••••••■•••••• •••••• ••••••«••••••••••••••••##••••••••••• ••••••••• XOt't oov 
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Increase of 1890 over 1889 ..« ^ $ 82,153 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 « 56,262 

Total increase in two years ^ »^ S 88,415 

Furniture, 1893^ 227, 157 

Furniture, 1889 ^ «-. 2C8,518 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 16,644 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 « 47,617 

Total increase in two years 64,261 

Apparatus, 1890 « « 19,843 

Apparatus, 1889 14,111 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 ^ «...«.. 6,732 

Increase of 1889 over 1888...^ 8,583 

Total increase in two years ^ 9,315 

Libraries, 1890..... ^ 14,794 

Libraries., 18S9 10,188 



Increase of 1890 over 1889 4,611 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 8,442 



Total Jncrease in two years 8,053 

Total value of a^l 8c7u>ol property^ 1890 ¥2,483 528 

Total valueofall school property^ 1889 2,830 718 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 15?, 810 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 288,262 



Total increase In two years -.. 439,072 

Average value of school houses, 1890 403 00 

Average value of school houses, 18S9. S0r> 00 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 8 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 31 



Total increase la two years ^ 89 

ENUMERATION, ENROLMENT, DAILY ATTENDANCE AND PERCENTAGE OF 

EACH. 

TouthA Enumerated between Six and Sixteen Tears of Age. 

White malfs, 1890 97,281 

White males, 1889 94,311 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 « 2,970 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 675 



Increase in two years ^ 8,615 

White females, 1890 1... 01,902 

White females, 18a9 , 89,468 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 1,434 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 1,481 

increase in two years 2,915 

Colored males, 1890 4,0D3 

Colored males, 1889 8, ^06 

Increase of 1893 over 1889 .» 287 

Decrease of 1889 from 1888 16 



Increase in two years.. 271 

Colored females, 1890 4,257 

Colored females, 1889 „ 4,0S7 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 « 220 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 47 



Xnc76ase in two yownB,,.....,.. ». mm..«..m« m.....«........m........m.......... 267 
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31 



Wbite. 1890., 
White, I8b9. 



Increase of 1890 over 18S9. 
Increase of 1889 over 1883. 



Increase in two years. 

CJolored, 1890 

Colored, 1889 



Increase of 1890 over 1889. 
Increase of 1889 over 1888. 



Increase in two years. 

Males, 1890. 

Males, 1889 



Increase of 1890 ovf^r 1889. 
In^crease of 1889 over 18S8. 



Increase In two years. 

Females, 1890 

Females, 18Jb9 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 . 
Increase of 1889 over 1888. 



Increase in two years. 



1890. 
1889. 



Increase of 1890 over 1859.. 
Increase of 1889 over 1888... 
Increase in two years. 



189,188 
183,779 

~ 5,404 
2,156 

"7,560 
8,850 
7,843 

507 
81 

101,874 
98,117 

"8,257 
659 

3,916 
96,159 
93,605 

" 2,654 
1,528 

"4, 182 
197,633 
191,622 

~ 5,911 
2,187 
8,098 



Youths Enumerated from Sixteen to Twenty-one Tears of Age, 



White males, 1800 
White males, 1880 



Increase of 1800 over 1889.. 
Decrease of 1880 from 1883 



Increase in two years. 

White females, 1890...^ 

White fiimaies, 18^9 



Increase of 1890 over 1889 
Increase of lfc89 over 1888. 



Increase in two years... 

Colored males, 1890 

Colored males, 1889 



Decrease of 1890 from 1889 
Increase of 18S9 over 1888.. 



Decrease in two years 

Colored females, 1890 

Colored females, 18S9 



Increase of 1890 over 1889 .. 
Decrease of 1889 from 1888 



Pecrease in two years. 

White, 1.^90 

White, 1889 , 



Increase of 1890 over 18S9 
Increase of 1889 over 1888. 



34,879 
33,980 

899 
136 

763 
31,314 
30,678 

636 

463 

1,099 
1,381 
1,448 

67 
8 

64 
1,219 
1,206 

13 
37 

24 
66,198 
64,658 

866 



Increase in two yearn. 



•••••••••«••«••••••••••••• ••••••••«•••••• ••••• •••••• 



1,891 



82 
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Ckilored, 1890 
Colored, 1889.. 



•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••■••••••• •••••••••••••••••••• »»» ««»»«—«»«»»»««■« t 



Decrease of 1890 from 1889« ...-«». 
Increase of 1889 over 1888 



Decrease in two years^ 

Males, 1890 ^.. 

Males, 1889 



Increase of 1890 over 1889.. 
Decrease of 1889 from 1888. 



Increase in two years. 

Females, 1890 

Females, 1889 



Increase of 1890 over 1889. 
Increase of 1889 over I888. 



Increase in two years. 



1890. 
1889 



Increase of 1890 over 1889. 
Increase of 1889 over 1888. 



Increase in two years 

Ibtal youth enumerated hetufeen six and tutenty-one years, 1890. 
TottU youth enumerated between six and twenty -one years^ 1889. 



Increase of 1890 over 1889 
Increase of 1881 over 1888. 



Total increase in two years. 



2,600 
2,064 

M 
40 



14 



86 



,200 
85,428 



882 

188 



699 
82,688 
81,884 



649 
620 



1,160 

68,708 
67,312 

1^ 

887 



1,868 

263,326 

258,984 



7,892 
2,674 



9,066 



Pupils enrolled in schools, 1890. 



Males 

Females., 

Total. 



••••••«••••••••.»• ' 



101,806 
91,766 



198,064 



PupUs enrolled in schools, 1889. 



Males 

Females 



Total 

Increase of 1890 over 1889.. 
Decrease of 1889 from 1888. 



Increase in two years. 



99,088 
88,466 



187,628 
6,686 
1,728 



8,818 



Average daUy Attendance, 1890, 



Maies««**M 
Females. 

Total. 



63,890 
67,870 



121,700 



Average daily Attendance, 1889. 



Males 

Females. 



Total. 



Increase of 1''90 over 1880.. 
Decrease of 1889 from 1888., 



Deoreaae in two yean. 



• ••••••.«•«•.•.... M. 



• •••• »■«»««•»»■■«»«« • 



■ •«««•««•—«•«»«»»»»—•»•»«»«».»......«««»«—».«»«»«»». 



68,102 
66,888 



110,900 
1,710 
2,080 



880 
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Per cent, of enrolment based on enumeration for 1890 ^. 72 

Per cent, of enrolment based on enumeration for 18S8^ 72 



Increase of 1890 over 1889 

Decrease of 1889 from 1888 4 



Decrease In two years ~. • 4 

Per cent, of average dally attendance based on enumeration, 1890. 46 

Per cent, of average dally attendance based on enumeration) 1889 46 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 

Decrease of 1889 from 1888 « 2 



Decrease in two years 2 

Per cent, of average daily attendance based on enrolment, 1890 63 

Per cent, of average daily attendance based on enrolment* 1889 «..„ 64 

Decrease of 1890 from 1839 1 

Increase ot 1839 over 1888 , 



Decrease in two years. 



Number of Pupils Enrolled 16 Tears of Age or more {Jessihan 21.) 

For 1890, Males 14,078 

For 1890, Females «^ 10,855 

Total 24,488 

For 1889, Males ^ 14,100 

For 1889, Females '. 10,301 



Total ^ «^. 24,401 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 82 

Decrease of 1889 from 1888 846 



Decrease in two years 814 

Number of pupils enrolled first time, 1890 19,930 

Number of pupils enrolled first time, 1889 18,011 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 ^«. 1,919 

Decrease of 1889 from 1888 2, 448 



Decrease in two years 624 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS CONCERNING PUPILS. 

Number Cases Tardiness. 

1890 « 243,280 

1889 „ ^. 216,146 



Increase of 1890 over 1889 27,084 

Decrease of 1880 from 1888 27,482 



Decrease in two years ^ « 898 

Number Cases Truancy, 

1890 2,642 

1889 « 6,415 



Decrease of 1890 from 1839 ,....., 2,773 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 1,865 



Increase in two years 918 

Number Cases Corporal Punishment, 

1890...^ 16,002 

1889 „ 14,638 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 364 

Decrease of 1889 from 1888 ., «. 826 



Decrease in two years.............. 462 



84 



FRSB SCHOOLS. 



Number CcLses Suspension and Dismission From ScfiooL 



1890. 
1889. 



iDcrease of 1890 over 1889., 
Decrease of 1889 from 1888 



Total increase in two years. 



Number of Pupils li either Absent nor Tar dp. 



1890 
1889. 



Decrease of 1890 from 1889. . 
Decrease of 1889 from 1888. 

Decrease in two years. 



Average Age of Pupils, 



1890 
1889. 



Increase of 1890 over 1889... 
Decrease of 1889 from 1888. 



Increase in two years. 



TEACHER3. 

Employed, 1890 Males, 3,488 

Employed, 1889 ^ » Males, 8,444 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 Males, 89 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 Males, 64 



Increase in two years »....Males, 103 

Employed, 1890 White, 5,813 

Employed, 1889 ^ White, 5,161 

Increas e of 1890 over 1889 White, 152 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 White, 96 



Females, 


2,008 


Females, 


1,897. 


Females, 


Ill 


Females, 


89 


Females, 


150 


Colored, 


178 


Colored, 


180 



Increase in two years White, 248 

Number one certlfloates, 1890 Males, 2,696 

Number one certificates, 1889 Males, 2,524 

Increase of 1890 over 1889...<» Males, 72 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 Males, 176 



Increase in two years Males, 248 

No. 2 Certificates, 1890. Males, 770 

No. 2 Certificates, 1889 Males, 777 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 Males, *7 

Decrease of 1889 from 1888 Males, *10 

Decrease in two years Males, 17 

No. 8 Certificates, 1890 Males, 141 

No. 8 Certificates, 1889. Males, 164 



Increase of 1890 over 1889 „ Males, *13 

Decrease of 1889 froml888 Males, 42 



Colored, 
Colored, 


<2 
7 


Colored, 

Females, 

Females, 

Females, 
Females, 


5 
1,354 
1,301 

53 
118 


Females, 
Females, 
Females, 


171 
518 
496 


Females, 
Females, 


22 
♦57 


Female«, 
Females, 
Females, 


85 

117 

99 


Females, 
Females, 


18 
29 



Decrease in two years. Males, 

Total Certificates, 1890 

Total Certificates, 1889 



65 Females, 11 



Increase of 1890 over 1889. 
Increase of 1889 over 1888. 



Increase in two yeareLM.... 



••••••• •■ • *••••• . 



887 
237 



160 
46 



104 



8,530 
10,025 



1,405 
US 



1,618 



1L04 
10 96 



.08 
.04 

To4 



Total 
Total, 


, 5,491 
, 5,841 


Total, 
Total, 


, 160 
, 103 


Total 
Total, 
Total 


. 253 

5,49L 

, 5.341 


Total 
Total 


, 160 
, 108 


Total, 
Total 
TotAl, 


, 258 
, 3,950 
,8,825 


Total, 
Total 


, 126 

, 294 


Total 
Total, 
Total, 


, 419 

> 1)288 

1,278 


Total 
Total, 


16 
*67 


Total 
Total 
ToUl, 


, 62 
, 258 
, 258 


Total, 
Totali 

Total 


5 

71 

, 66 



5,496 
5,351 



145 
166 



801 



^'Decrease. 
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INSTITUTES. 

Number county, 1890 67 Number Peabody^ «.. 2 

Number county, 1880 45 Number Peabody «.. 12 

Total number Peabody and county for 1890 «. .^ 69 

Total number Peabody and county for 1889 » 67 

Teachers enrolled, 1890 6,212 Average daily attendance, 1890 6,515 

Teachers enrolled, 1889 * 6,213 Average daily atiendanoe, 1889 6,283 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 ♦! « - 232 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 «. ♦» 183 



Total increase in 2 years *90 ,^ 415 



^Decrease. 



MISCELLANEOUS. 



Teacliers who have taught ten years or more, 

1890 ^,„^ 811 

1889 -. 811 



Increase of 1890 over 1889 ^ 00 

Decrease of 1889 from 1888.. 22 



Decrease in two years « ^ 22 

Teachers who have taught five years and less than ten. 

1890 « «. 1,069 

1889 1,148 



Decrease of 1890 from 1889 ^ ^ «.. m...................^. 79 

Decrease of 1889 from 1888 « 30 



Decrease in two years - 109 

Teachers wTio have taught one year and less than five, 

1890 2,881 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 ««• 249 

Decrease of 1889 from 1888 ^ 121 



Increase in two years 128 

Teaxihers wTio have taught less than one year, 

1890 96 

1889 135 



Decrease of 1890 from 1889 39 

Decrease of 1889 from 1888 69 



Total Decrease in two years 108 

TeacTiers who have never taught. 

1890 1,734 

1889 — - 1,639 



Increase of 1890 over 1889 « „ 95 

Increase of 1889over 1888 108 



Increase in two years 203 

Teachers who hive attended one of the State Normal Schools. 

1890 ~ 1,241 

1889 -..^ « 1,278 

Decrease of 1890 from 1889 „ 82 

Increase of 1889over 1888 «. 49 



Increase in two yes^r^ » 17 



36 
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Teachen who BubacHbe for Some BduccOUmcU JoumaU 



1890... 
1889 



•««••••«••••••••«••»••••••••••*••••••••••«••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• *•••••••••••••••*•»••••••••■•••••••• 



2,483 
2,315 



Increase of 1890 over 1889.. 
iQcrease of 1889 over 1888 

Increase in two years 



168 
ISO 



»•••••••••«•*• •••••••••••••••••«••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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TeacJiers wTio Have TaugM the Same School two or More T^rma before the Present, 

1890 ^ ^ 1,209 

1889 « ..- 1,196 



Increase of 1890 over 1889.. 
I>ecrease of 1889 from 1888 



13 
SO 



Pecreaae in two yearn. 



17 



Number and Grade of ScTiooU* 



1890 High 20, Graded 161, Common 4,784, Total 4,965 

1889 «..High 17, Graded 130, Common 4,721, ** 4,863 



Increase of 1890 over 1889..... High 3 Graded 31 Common 

TIME TAUGHT. 



63 



»• 



97 



Months by White Teachers^ 1890. 

Males 15,123.20 

Females 10,496.30 



Total. 



25,619.50 



MontTia by While Teachers, 1889, 

Males « 14,687.45 

Females ^ 9,750.75 



Total 24,4.38.20 

Increase of 189D over 1889 « 1, 181 30 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 292.70 



Increase in two years. 



Months by Colored TeacJierSt 1890. 



1,474.00 



Males ... 
Females 



Total 



Months by Colored TeacJierst 1889. 



Males..... 
Females. 



Total. 



Increase of 1(90 over 1889.. 
Increase of 1889 over 1888 . 

Increase in two years 



627.75 
41745 



1,045.20 

562.60 
428.70 



091.30 

53.90 

5.80 



Total months, 1890 ».m. Males, 15, 750.95, 

Total months, 1889 Males, 15,250.05, 

Increase of 1890 over 1889. Males, 500 90, 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 Males, 159.03, 



Females, 10,913.75 
Females, 10,179.45 



69.70 



Total, 26,664.70 
Total, 25,429.50 



Females, 
Females, 



734 30 
139.65 



Total, 
Total, 



1,235 20 
298.68 



Tp^al.increase in two 7ears.......Male8t 659.93, Females, 873.95 Total, 1,533.88 
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AveracB Ltngth of Bohool Term in MbrUTiM. 

1890»...^.. — •— » - ..4 months, 17 dayg 

1889 ~ 4 months, 16 days 

Averc^e Length of ScTiool Term in Daps. 

1890 ~ 97 days 

1889 « 96 days 

AVERAGE RATE OF SALARY PAID TEACHERS. 

Average Monthly Salary, 

1890 « ~ No. 1,1F81 20. No. 2. $25 55. No. 8, ?18 19 

1889 No.l,«31 88. No.2,«25 12. No. 8, «18 48 

yumhei' and Class of Visitors, 

Visits by County Superintendent, 1890- 6,602 

Visits by County Superintendent, 1889 4,834 



Increase of 1890 over 1889 1,768 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 26 

Increase in two years 1,794 



Visits by members of Boards of Education, 1890 ^ 1,735 

Visits by members of Boards of Education, 1889 1,778 



Decrease of 1890 from 1889 .^ .. 88 

Decrease of 1889 from 1888 .«-.,. 426 



Decrease in two years ^ 464 

Visits by Trustees, 1890 „ - 15,857 

Visits by Trustees, 1889 15,500 



Increase of 1890 over 1889 857 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 «-. 371 



Increase in two years ^ 728 

Visits by Parents and Guardians, 1890 23,187 

Visits by Parents and Guardians, 1889 26, 159 



Decrease of 1890 from 1889 -^ ., 2,972 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 „ „ 8,419 



Increase in two years „ 5,447 

Visits by other persons, 1890 , „ 62,217 

Visits by other persons, 1889. „,..,„ 63,388 



Total visits by Parents, Guardians and other persons, 1890 85,404 

Total visits by Parents, Guardians and other persons, 1889 89,547 



Decrease of 1890 from 1889 4, 143 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 ^ 8,568 



Total Increase In two years -^ ^ 4,425 
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RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS OF TEACHERS' FUND FOR THE 

YEARS ENDING JUNE 80, 1890, AND JUNE 80, 1889, 

COMPARED WITH THE YEAR ENDING 

JUNE 30. 1888. 

RECEIPTS, TEACHERS* FUND. 

General school fund, 1JS90 ^ 9 286,969 06 

General school fund, 1889 ^ 875,661 50 

Decrease of 1890 from 1889 - S 88,692 44 

Decrease of 1889 from 1888 18,874 94 

Total decrease in two years 9,102,567 88 

District levies, 1890 524,028 84 

District levies, 1889 411,212 27 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 112, 816 07 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 « »», 25,794 98 

Total increase in two years S 138,611 05 

1890. 

Railroad tax « % 47,467 99 

Redemption of delinquent lands ^ 4,218 72 

Sales of delinqaent lands 4,884 87 

Tuition of pay pupils 1, 111 70 

Board of examiners 8 80 

Other sources 12,147 74 

Total for 1890 « - Z 69,289~^ 

1889. 

Railroad tax ^.... .| 87,780 56 

Redemption of delinquent lands 2,077 54 

Sales of delinquent lands 1,875 66 

Tuition of pay pupils «. « „ 874 17 

Board of examiners 10 04 

Other sources 11,033 76 

Total for 1889. ..- $ 53,151 72 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 16, 138 10 

Decrease of 1889 from 1888 « 7,989 89 

Net increase in two years - | 8,148 71 

Total receipts for 1890 880, 287 22 

Total receipts for 1889 840,025 49 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 .9 40,261 78 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 —..... 8,930 65 

Total increase In two years Z 44, 192 88 

Balance on hand June 30, 1890 ^ 103,167 77 

Balance on hand June SO, 1889 181,021 99 

Total receipts for 1890, including balance on hand » % 988,454 99 

Total receipts for 1889i including balance on hand 971,047 48 

DISBURSEMENTS, TEACHERS' FUND. 

No. 1, Teacfiers, 1890. 

White male Z 870,187 89 

White female .m«.^ 271,984 46 

Total for white J.. S 642.181 85 



Total for colored .^.^ ^u.............» f 28,269 82 
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iVb. 1, TeacJiers, 1888. 

White male..« S 861,501 43 

White female ^ 249,807 09 



Total for white ^ ^ «.611,308 52 

Colored male ^ 12,689 50 

Colored female........ 5,631 00 



Total for colored Ji 18, 820 50 

Total for No. 1, 1890 « 665,451 17 

Totel for No. 1, 1889 629,629 02 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 „f 85,822 15 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 ^ 34,827 40 



Total increase in two years 9 70,649 55 

No, 2 TeacTiera, 1890. 

White males 9 81,885 22 

White females 53,951 32 



Total for white $ 135,838 54 

Colored males 8,706 00 

Colored females 4,165 85 



Total for colored.. « 9 8,071 35 

JVb 2 Teacherst 1889. 

White males « 9 75,260 82 

White females '. « 57,748 72 



Total for white ^ S 133,009 54 

Colored males « 5,017 50 

Colored females 6,182 55 

Total for colored «.. S 11,200 05 

Total for No. 2. 1890 9 143,907 89 

ToUl for No. 2, 1889. 144,209 59 



Decrease of 1890 from 1889. *. 9 801 70 

Decrease of 1889 from 1888 » ., 12,816 30 



Total decrease in two years.. I 13,118 00 

No. 3 Teacherst 1890. 

White males ^ 9 10,701 81 

White females 9,198 05 



Total for white 9 19,899 36 

Colored males | 2,101 10 

Colored females 1,602 00 



Total for colored 9 3,703 10 

Total for No. 3, 1890 9 23,602 4 

No, 3 TeacherSf 1889. 

White males «« 9 11,264 60 

White females 6,700 10 

Total for white ;. , ., 9 17,964 70 

Colored males , 9 1,106 54 

Colored females 2,500 61 

Total........ — . .9 3,60616 
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Total white males. 1890 ^ «« 467,773 92 

Total white males, 1889 » ^ ..^ 446,026 85 

Increase of 1890 orer 1S89 « ^ ^ 14,747 07 

increase of 1889 over 1888 ^ 11,186 68 



Increase In two ye^rs ^ f 25,933 75 

Total white females, 1890 ^. 335,143 88 

Total white females, 1889.....^ ^ ^ 314,253^ 91 



Increase of 1890 over 1889 ..$ 20,887 92 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 2,727 58 



Increase In two years m. ^ f 23,615 50 

Total paid white teachers, 1890 .^ ...... ......^ m 797,917 75 

Total paid white teachers. 1889 ..^ 762,282 76 

Increase of 1890 orer 1889 «. « .^ f 85,684 99 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 «« 13,914 26 



Increase in two years ..$ 49,549 25 

Total colored males, 1890 21,252 77 

Total colored males, 1889 18,812 54 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 I 2,440 23 

Decrease of 1889from 1888 885 61 



Net Increase in two years f 2,054 62 

Total colored females, 1890 „ 13,791 00 

Total colored females, 1889 « «. 14,814 16 

Decrease of 1890 from 1888 ......I 523 16 

Increase of 1889 over 1889 ^ 1,137 87 



Net Increase in two years f 614 71 

Total paid colored teachers, 1890 35,043 77 

Total paid colored teachers, 1889 « 43, 126 70 

Decrease of 1890 from 1889 « 8,082 93 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 « 1(»,752 26 



Net increase in two years » 2,669 33 

Total to male teachers, 1890 ^ ..«. 481,026 69 

Total to male teachers, 1889 ^ 466,839 89 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 17,187 30 

Total to female teachers 1890 ^ ~ 348,934 83 

Total to female teachers 1889 828,670 07 



Increase of 1890 over 1889 20,364 76 

Increase of 1880 over 1888 8,865 45 



Increase In two years ; «.. 24,230 21 

Total to teachers, 1890 « 832,961 52 

Total to teachers, 1889 805,409 46 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 27,552 06 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 24,666 52 



Increase in two years *...... 62,218 68 

1890. 

For sheriffs commissions ».... —^ 126,681 41 

For interest paid by sheriflfe 1,246 73 

For delinquent lists ^ 12,928 24 

For exonerations >. 3,465 40 

Overdrawn .« 4,982 31 



XOvftl lOr lo M U.......^. .»»»». ..........................M O ......................—..................... ............ 4V,^9V Uf 
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1889. 

For sberifi's commiHslons ~ f 18|807 68 

For interest paid by sherifla * 427 44 

For deiinqueDt lls^s • 10,733 66 

For exonerations 2,925 40 

Overdrawn , 12,688 68 

Total for 1889 ; 45,582^ 

Total disbursements for all purposes for 1890 — 895,201 67 

Total disbursements for all { urposes for 18S9 856,067 04 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 « 39,134 68 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 82,867 72 

Total increase in two years f 71,502 35 

Balance on hand unexpended July I, 1890 97,866 62 

Balance on hand unexpended July 1, 1889 a 119,788 33 

Amount overdrawn in 1890 9,613 20 

Amount overdrawn in 1889 4,817 89 



RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS OF BUILDING FUND FOR THE 
YEARS ENDING JUNE 30, 1890, AND JUNE 30, 1889, COM- 
PARED WITH THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1888. 

RECEIPTS, BUILDING FUJND. 

District levies, 1890 ^ 1347,647 27 

District levies, 1889 326,923 65 



Increase of 1890 over 18B9 20,723 62 

Increased 1889 over 1888 1,298 62 



Increase in two years « 22,022 24 

Railroad tax, 1890 „ 32,202 25 

Railroad tax, 18?d 32,440 83 

Decrease of 1890 from 1889 ^ 238 58 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 2,325 38 



Net increase in two years 2,C86 80 

Sale of delinquent lands, 1890 2,798 09 

Sale of delinquent lands, 1889 1,187 90 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 1,610 19 

Decrease of 1889 from 1K88 901 64 



Net increase in two years ', 708 55 

Redemption of delinquent lands, 1890 2,209 87 

Redemption of delinquent lands, 1889 1,175 89 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 1,033 98 

Decrease of 1889 from 18^8 3,087 47 



Net decrease in two years 2,053 49 

Transferred pupils, 1890 1,827 18 

Transferred pupils, 1889 /. 1,011 82 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 f 81 5 86 

Decrease of 1889 from 1888 424 48 



Net increase in two years 9 390 88 

From all other sources, 1890 31,351 54 

From all other sources, 1889 47,954 69 

Decrease of 1890 from 1889 - f 16,608 14 
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Total receiptCt InclndiDg balance on hand, 1890. ^ 526,967 72 

Total recelptp, Including balance on hand, 1889. « 626,821 95 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 f 145 77 

Increase df 1889 over 1888 « 8,071 63 



Total increase in two years f 8,217 40 

Balance on hand July 1, 1890. 108,931 52 

Balance on hand July 1, 1889 116,127 18 

Decrease of 1890 from 1889 f 7,195 66 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 18,986 62 



Net increase in two years « »...$ 6,790 86 

DISBURSEMENTS, BUILDING FUND. 

JPbr Permanent Improvement. 

Bonded deb*, 1890 '. 9 3,146 69 

Bonded debt, 1889 16,880 06 

Decrease of 1890 from 18F9 ~ « S 12,683 46 

Increase of 1889 over 1838 9,757 92 



Net decrease in two years I 2,925 54 

Land, 1890 4,908 18 

Land, 1889 28,248 41 

Decrease of 1890 from 1889 23,335 23 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 9,491 08 



Net decrease in two years f 18,844 20 

fichool houses, 1890....^. 183,544 2i) 

School houses, 1889 161,757 08 

Decrease of 1890 from 1889 « ^ % 28,212 88 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 ^ « - 6,888 90 



Net decrease in two years f 21,323 98 

Furniture, 1890 25,199 67 

Furniture, 1889 « 30,752 06 

Decrease of 1890 from 1889 5,552 39 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 4,571 18 



Net decrease in two years 981 26 

Apparatus, 1890 % 7,801 44 

Apparatus, 1889 9,179 18 

Decrease of 1890 from 1889 1,877 60 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 « 7,651 70 



Net decrease in two years 6,274 01 

Total permanent Improvements, 1890 % 171,600 08 

Total permanent improvements, 1889 ..m.. 218,118 70 

Decrease of 1890 from 1889 43,513 62 

Increase of 1889 over 1883 10,712 66 



Net decrease in two years 82,600 97 

For Current Expenses, 

Rent,1890 f 2,686 73 Fuel, 1890 ....1. I 41,987 96 

Rent, 1889 ^ 2,012 41 Fuel, 1889 41,024 62 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 9 674 82 Decrease of 1890 from 1889 S .2,086 66 

Decrease of 1889 from 1888 ... 289 75 Increase of 1889 over 1888 5,867 75 



Net increase in two years ..f 384 57 Net increase in two years .S 3,831 19 

Repairs,1890 .135,183 13 Sw'plng houses A b'Jd'g fires, 1890 36,986 68 

Repairs. 1889 39,257 92 Bw'ping houses &b'ld'g fires, 1889 88.209 02 
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Decrease of 1890 from 1839 ..5 4,071 79 Increase of 1890 orer 1889.. I 8,777 61 

D3orease of 1889 from 1838 „.. .. 1, 151 63 Decrease of 1889 from 1883 1, 187 ^ 

Decrease in two years ^^ .....I 5,226 42 Net increase in two years .$ 2,690 02 

Interest, 1890 24,30139 Contingencies, 1890 22,208 80 

Interest, liJ80 6,015 11 Contingencies, 1889 20,080 52 

Increase of 1890 over 1839 ^....« 18,288 28 Increase of 1899 over 1889 f 2, 128 28 

Decrease of 1889 from 1888 ^ 12,293 60 Increase of 1889 over 1888 6i 81 



Net increase in two years $ 5,992 68 Increase in two years f 2,182 69 

Total for current expenses, 1890 »^ 168,851 64 

Total for current expenses, 1889 ....» ^ 188,265 69 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 1 25,088 95 

Decrease of 1889 from 1888 ^ 15,884 82 



Net increase in two years « J$ 9,754 63 

For Transacting Business. 

Per diem members Board of Education, 1890^ J 6,565 60 

Per diem members Board of Education, 1889 6,647 00 

— •■ 

Decrease of 1890 from 1889 f 81 60 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 ^ 276 50 



Net increase in two years ^,$ 195 OO 

Secretaries* salaries, 1890 .$ 8,521 60 

Secretaries' salaries, 1889 „ 8,253 26 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 | 268 24 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 « ^ ^^ 1,936 76 

Increase In two years 9 2,205 00 

Enumeration, 1890 f 893 78 

Enumeration, 1889 881 16 



Increase of 1890 over 1889 S 12 27 

Decrease of 1889 from 1888 44 95 



Net decrease in two years « S 82 68 

Sheriff's commission, 1890 | 18,401 89 

Sheriff's commission, 1889 « 16,849 81 

Increase of lj390 over 1889 ,...^ ^ f 1,652 08 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 ^.. 92 86 



Increase in two years J 1,644 94 

Secretaries' annual reports, 1890 .,$ 6,155 00 

Secretaries' annual reports, 1889 8,665 00 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 «.f 1,490 00 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 « 75 00 



Increase in two years » .1 1,565 00 

Fee bills, insurance, Ac , 1890 , f 6,117 20 

Fee bills, insurance, &c., 1889 «..« 4,121 00 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 f 1,998 20 

Total expenses for transacting school business, 1890 1 106,122 86 

Total expenses for transacting school business, 1889 « 36,531 59 

Increase of 1890 over 1889 « « I 69,691 27 

Decrease of 1889 from 1888 «. J 1,816 75 

Net increase in two years ^ ,„„••. mm—.*.'* 68,274 SSi 
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For delinquent charges^ dErc. 

1890— Delinquent lists ~" ^ % 10,356 77 

Exonerations 8,282 85 

Transferred pupils ...« ^ 2,438 69 

Total for 1890 - 18,078 81 

1889-Delinquent lists , 8,850 23 

Exonerations 1,923 38 

Transferred pupils ^... 1,958 74 

Total for 1889 12,732 34 

Total disbursements for all purposes, 1890 397 983 81 

Total disbursements for all purposes l!J89 '. 457,633 99 

Decrease of 1890 from 1889 69,670 68 

Increase of 1889 over 1888 40,683 40 



Net decrease in two years 18,987 28 

Balance on hand unexpended June 30, 1890 137,236 97 

Balance on hand unexpended June 30, 1839 « 110,659 OS 

Increaseof 1890 over 1839 ^ 26,577 89 

Decrease of 18!59 from 1888 351 06 



Net increase in two years .^. ^.. 26,226 83 

RECAPITULATION OP TEACHERS' AND BUILDING FUNDS. 

^ Total Receipts, 

Teachers fund, 1890 f 983,454 99 

Teachers fund, 1889 ^ : 971,047 48 

Buildlngfund, 1890 526,967 72 

Building fund, 1889 ..« 526,821 95 

• Total for both funds 1890 ~ ^ $1,510,422 71 

Total for both funds. 1889 1,497,869 43 

Balance in hand both funds, July 1, 1890 212,099 29 

Balance on hands both funds, July 1, 1889 247,149 17 

^Including balance on hand from preceding year. 

Total Disbursements, 

Teachers' fund, 1890 $895,201 67 

Buildlngfund, 1890 „ 897,963 31 

Total for l)oth funds for 1890 $1,293,164 98 

Teachers' fund, 1889 „ „ 856,067 04 

Building fund, 1889 „ 457,633 99 

Total for both funds for 1889 «. 11,318,701 03 

Cost of Education Per Capita Per Term, 

Based on enumeration, including all expenses, 1890 „ I 

Based on enumeration, including all expenses, 1889 



Decrease of 1890 from 1889 

Based on enrolment, including all expenses, 1890 „,.„ 

Based on enrolment, including all expenses, 1889 

Decrease of 1890 from 1889 , 

Based on average dally attendance, including all expenses, 1890. 
Same for 1889 

Decrease of 1890 from 1889...... « „ ^ 



.1 4 89 

5 07 


18 

6 71 

7 01 


80 
10 62 
10 95 
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Average Bate qf Taacation, 

For teachers' fand for 1890 ^..... .$ 88 a-5 

For teaohers' fund for 1889 ^ ^ «.... 26 % 

For building fand for 1890 « ^..........^ 24 % 

For building fund for 1889 « 24 % 

I 

Valuation of Real and Personal property. 

Valuation for 1890 - « 9 160, 710, 882 00 

Valuation for 1889 ^^......^.^^.^ 165,994,773 00 

Increase of 1880 over 1899 » ^ -^ f 8,716,089 00 

Peabody Fund. 

Receipts for 1890 (Including balance of 94.20) 8 8,404 20 

Receipts for 1889 (including balance of 884.87) 2,884 87 

Dlnbursed for 1890 m ....^.^ „ „ $ 2,887 65 

Disbursed for 1889 » ».... ^.-^ ^ 2,830 67 

Balance on hand..... ^ .^ ..^ ^.f 606 55 
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REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF STATE EDUCA- 
TIONAL MEETINGS. 

Convention of County and City Superintendents and other Edu- 
cators of the State. 

[Taken from the West Va. School Journal.] 

Parkersburg, August, 1890. 

Parsnant to the call of the State Saperintendent of Schools, 
there assembled at Parkersburg, August 11, a Convention of the 
leading public school men of the State for the purpose of discuss- 
ing and proposing to the Legislature of the State some changes in 
the school law. 

The subjects discussed by the Convention were: County and 
District Supervision, Teachers' Examinations, County Institutes, 
a Course of Study for the Common Schools, and incidentally. 
Compulsory Education. 

State Superintendent B. Si Morgan was elected Chairman and 
Superintendent Jas. M. Lee, of Huntington, Secretary. 

After much animated and pointed discussion of the subject by 
numerous members, among whom were Superintendent B. S. 
Morgan, Superintendent W. M. Straus, Superintendent Geo. S. 
Laidley, Superintendent McKusick, of Wood, Superintendent 
Riffle, of Mason, a Committee of four county and three city 
superintendents was appointed to prepare resolutions upon the 
"County Superintendency." 

The Committee, consisting of Superintendents W. M. Straus, 
Parkersburg, J. F. McEusick, of Wood, W. B. Outright, of Up- 
shur, F. M. Harbert, of Harrison, S. S. Talbott, of Barbour, Geo. 
S. Laidley, Charleston, and James M. Lee, Huntington, reported 
at the third meeting of the Convention on Wednesday, August 
13, the following resolutions, which were adopted unanimously. 

Whereas, The necessity of immediate and progressive legislation 
looking to a higher efficiency in the county supervision of the 
public schools of the State is so apparent to those most familiar 
with the details of the work, and. 

Whereas, A statement of what seems most essential and im- 
perative at this time may serve in some degree as a guide to the 
members of the Legislature to whom we must appeal : 

1. JSesolved^ That in addition to the qualifications now neces- 
sary for a county superintendent the following should be added: 
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that he shall have had an experience of not fewer than three con- 
secutive years of successfai school work in the State ; that he 
shall have had a collegiate or State normal school edacation, or a 
high school education equivalent to a State normal education, or 
be in possession of a teacher's certificate valid for six years, 
issued by the State Board of Examiners ; that his active school 
work shall not have closed more than three years before his acces- 
sion to office. 

2. Resolved^ That the annual salaries of county superintendents 
shall be from $600 to $1,000, according to the number of schools 
under supervision. 

3. Eeaolved^ That the following additional duties be imposed 
upon county superintendents : To form reading circles among 
the teachers ; to hold teachers' associations ; to see that the pre- 
scribed course of study is carried out ; to assist and create educa- 
tional sentiment ; to conduct in his own county each year a train- 
ing school of at least eight weeks without extra compensation, 
but in no case shall he- teach any school without his term of office 
other than is herein provided for ; to devote to his work each year 
not less time than two months more than the average length of 
the term of schools in his county ; to require and receive of each 
teacher a report showing the name, age, studies pursued and pro- 
gress made of each pupil and to deliver the same to the succeeding 
teacher. 

4. Resolved^ That the county superintendent should be elected 
by the presidents of the boards of education of the county, for a 
term of four years; and that an additional assistant superintend- 
ent who shall act under the direction of the county superintend- 
ent, for every school district in which the people by a majority 
of votes, shall authorize such appointment. 

The superintendent or any assistant may be removed by said 
body of presidents for cause. 

Upon motion of principal J. F. Ogden, of Buckhannon, a com- 
mittee composed of State Superintendent Morgan, superinten- 
dent Geo. S. Laidley, principal J. W. Hinkle and Professor A. L. 
Wade, was appointed to prepare and present for action to the 
Legislature a course of study for the common schools. 

On motion of principal Hinkle, the chair was directed to appoint 
an additional committee of fifteen educators from various parts 
of the State to confer by letter with the above committee. 

The chair appointed as this committee, county superintendents, 
i). H. Dodd, of Berkeley; Emanuel Schaeffer, of JTefferson, J. F. Mc- 
Kusick, of Wood; W. B. Outright, of Upshur; Wm. Davis, of 
Hardy; E. Ohenoweth, of Oalhoun; Benj. Bibb, of Fayette; 
J. M Eeadle, of Monroe. Oity superintendents and teachers : 
W. M. Straus, Parkersburg ; J. M. Lee, of Huntington ; G. 8. 
Laidley, of Oharleston ; A. J. Wilkinson, of Grafton ; J. W. 
Bonner, of Weston ; T. 0. Miller, of Fairmont ; and W. S. Hender- 
son, of Nicholas county. 

On the Eubject of the examination and certification of teach- 
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ers which was carefully discussed, there seemed to be a general 
agreement that onr present law is very defective. As examina- 
tions are now conducted in many counties they are very unsatis- 
factory, particularly in this respect, that they are almost wholly 
lacking in that progressive character which should serve to stimu- 
late teachers to make larger qualifications for their work. 

The convention adopted the following resolutions, which are ex- 
pected to be the basis of a bill to be submitted to the next Legis- 
lature for its consideration. 

1. Besolvedy That it is the opinion of this convention that no 
applicant under 18 years of age should be admitted to examina- 
tion for a teacher's certificate. 

2. That we recommend the adoption of a graded and progre33ive 
system of examinations, and that the State Board of Examiners 
be required to furnish the questions for said examiations, 

3. That we insist upou honestly conducted examinations in 
strict accordance with the law, and that severe penalties should 
be prescribed for failure of boards of examiners to discharge their 
duties. 

4. That in our opinion the State Board of Examiners should be 
composed of teachers actively engaged in the woi k. 

After the discussion of a number of resolutions in regard to 
County Institute work, the Convention adopted the following 
offered by Professor A. L. Wade : 

Resolved^ That in the opinion of the members of the State 
Educational Convention, the county teachers' institute should be 
so graded that instruction suited to advanced teachers as well as 
instruction suited to beginners, be given either in the same room 
or in separate rooms secured for these purposes. And we request 
the State Superintendent to take this matter under advisement, 
and as far as practicable, arrange for the grading of all institutes 
the ensuing year. 

Jas. M. Leb, Secretary. 



LEGISLATION RBCOMMBNDBD BY THE WEST VIRGINIA EDUCATIONAL AS- 
SOCIATION. 

Nineteenth Annual Meeting at Morgantown^ July P, 10^ 11^ 1889. 

— Report of Committee on Educational 
Policy and Legislation. 

In order that our State school system may be rendered more 
efficient, your committee recommend the following changes and 
amendments in the school law : 

/tr^^."— That the minimum school term be made six months in- 
stead of four, as at present. 

Second. — ^That a uniform course of study, extending through a 
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period of not less than eight years, be prescribed for all district 
schools 

Third. — That provision be made for the establishment of a high 
school in each coanty of the State, to be supported by appropria- 
tion from the State and county levies, as for other school pur- 
poses. 

Fourth. — Thxi the County Superintency be made more eflSicient 
by lengthening the term to four years, increasing the salary, and 
requiriug a i:nore thorough inspection and supervision of the 
schools; and we further suggest and recommend that no one shall 
be eligible to the position of county superintendent who has not 
had at least four years' experience in practical school work. 

Hesolvedj That Superintendent Morgan be requested to pre- 
sent these resolutions to the Legislature in his next aunual re- 
port. 

E. M. Turner, 
H. K. Blaisdell, 
W. M. Straus, 
Conrad A. Sipe, 
Thos. C. Miller. 



Twentieth Annual Meeting at Moundaville Camp- Ground^ 

July 1, ^, S, 1890. 

Resolved^ That the West Virginia Educational Association 
favors a uniform text-book system for the public schools of West 
Virginia, and that in the continuance of our present law it be so 
modified, if necessary, to secure the best books at the lowest pos- 
sible rates, and to provide against change of text or price of any 
book by revision or otherwise within the life oT the contract. 

Whereas, The importance to the teaching profession of ^ the 
science and history of education is now recognized by all, 

Resolved^ That it is the sense of this Association that the'Ke- 
gents of the West Virginia University should establish a Chair of 
Pedagogy in that institution. 

Resolved^ That the county superintendents should receive a 
salary large enough to secure the best talent for this office and to 
justify the superintendent in giving all his time and attention to 
the duties of his office. 

Resolved^ That it is the sense of this Association that professors 
of the University, principals of the normal schools, city superin- 
tendents, principals of graded and high schools and county super- 
intendents should endeavor to attend and to participate in the 
meetings of the Association. 
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COURSE) OK STUDY KOR THK UKQRAE^E^D 

SCHOOLS OK THK STATK. 

At a State convention of county and city superintendents and 
teacher?, held in Parkersbarg in the month of August, 1890, a 
resolution was adopted recommendiog the preparation of a uni- 
form course of study and manual for teachers, which with the co- 
operation of the State Superintendent, should be submitted to 
the Legislature for consideration with reference to its adoption 
for general use in the ungraded schools of this State. 

In compliance with this resolution a committee composed of J. 
M. Lee, superintendent of the public schools ot Huntington, Q. 
S. L^iidley, superintendent of the public schools of Charleston, J. 
W. Hinkle, principal of the public schools of Hinton, A. L. 
Wade, ex-county superintendent of Monongalia county, and 
State Superintendent B. S. Morgan, was appointed to prepare the 
course of study. 

This committee met at the ofBce of the State Superintendent, 
November 6, 1890. and after a careful discussion and con- 
sideration of the needs of the ungraded schools and an examina- 
tion of the manuals in use in other States, submitted the follow- 
ing course of study. In its preparation the committee acknowl- 
edges valuable assistance derived from the manuals now in use 
in the States of Michigan, Iowa, Illinois and others. 

IPlsLTL of th.e Course of Study. 

The amount of work whiclLeach pupil is expected to do in the 
primary schools of the State is divided into eight grades and is 
based upon the five Readers. 

The time of each grade corresponds to the average length of the 
annual school term, which is about five months. 

The time assigned for the completion of each reader is as fol- 
lows: 

First Reader, seven months. 

Second Reader, eight months. 

Third Reader, eight months. 

Fourth Reader, ten months. 

Fifth Reader, eight months. 

Before this course of study is published in pamphlet form for 
distribution, there will be added a program of daily work, and 
the number of pages of each text-book to be completed in each 
grade indicated. 
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OOTJI^ySE Oin STTJID"Y". 



TjbxtBooes. — Ohart, Primer or First Beader. 
Apparatus. — Black-board, slate, pencil, rule, and sponge or slate 
rag. 

RKADIKG. 

Instruction by the word and phonic methods. Use objects, pic- 
tures and black board. 

Follow with charts, then primer or first reader. 

"Teach the pupil a limited number of printed or script words 
that are the equivalents of a corresponding number of the most 
common words in his spoken vocabulary." 

"Give him the power to name new words.'' 

He knows a certain number of words, 400 to 1,000 by sound, 
he must now be taught to know them by sight. 

Begin with one or two easy name words, add to the number 
very slowly. Introduce words already learned into new, short, 
and interesting sentences. Teach the articles with other words 
and relation words in sentences. 

As soon as the required number of words has been taught in 
this way, and read by the pupils from the chart, or printed words 
made by the teacher on the board, the child should take the book; 
and it he has been properly taught from the chart and board, he 
is now able to read several pages of the reader at sight. From the 
start, try to have the children get a menial picture of what they 
read. Have them read in a natural tone of voice, speak promptly, 
and articulate distinctly. Up to the time of taking up the reader 
no new words can be learned by the pupil without the aid of the 
teacher. He should now be given the power to learn new words 
for himself. Hence elementary sounds, diacritical marks, letters, 
spelling, and writing should be taught. 

Elementary Sounds. — As soon as the pupils have learned from 
forty to sixty words, the teacher should give daily exercises in 
elementary sounds. 

Take a word that is well known to the class, as ^'cat," m^ tfevLck 
it as follows ; 
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Teacher (pointing to the word) — "What is this word ? " An- 
swer, "Oat," 

Then the teacher should pronounce the word slowly and 
distinctly, and prolong each sound until the word is separated 
into its elements. Let the pupils also pronounce the word while 
the teacher sounds the letters. 

Train the pupils to do this until they can make the Ftounds in 
this word before you take up another. Do not hurry. Have the 
pupils sound the letters while the teacher pronounces the word. 

Follow with such words as "mat," "rat" and "sat," treating 
them in the same way. 

This exercise should be commenced about the third week, and 
within five months the pupils should be able to give the long and 
the short sounds of the vowels, with their diacritical marks, and 
to indicate silent letters by a slanting line drawn through them. 

Thrbb Things to Observe. — 1. The elements of the spoken 
word (sounds of the letters). 2. The elements of the written 
word (the letters). 3. The association of the letters of a word 
with their sounds. 

Spelling. — As early as possible the pupils should begin to spell. 
Select the words Irom the Ohart, Primer or First Reader, and let 
the spelling be partly written and partly oral. The oral spelling 
should be by letter and by sound. 

Spell familiar words not found in the reader. Each diacritical 
mark should be taught as it occurs in the reader. 

LANGUAGES. 

The language lessons for the first five months should be in 
connection with the reading exercises, and should be mostly 
oral. 

Induce the children to talk, and encourage them to use full 
statements in answering questions. Lead them to make gram- 
matical sentences about familiar objects. Oorrect common errors 
in their speech, tell short, easy stories, and have the pupils re- 
produce them orally. As soon as the pupils begin to read from 
the book, have them to tell what they have read about. Do not 
put your language into their mouths, but lead them to use their 
own words. As soon as they can write, have them write on their 
slates daily all new words in reading lessons. 

Teach the use of capitals in the following cases: Beginning of a 
sentence, names of persons, and the words I and O. 

At the close of the first five months each pupil should be able : 

1. To write his name. 

2. To write his post-olEce address. 

3. To use correctly in sentences, is, are; was, were; has, have. 

4. To fill blanks correctly. 

Penmanship. — Writing should be with pencil only. 

Slates should be ruled on one side as a copy-book is ruled. 

If paper is used it should be similarly ruled practice paper. 



BEPOBT OF GBNEBAL SUPERINTSNDBlfT. 58 

The pencil shoald be long and sharp. 

Teach holding of the pencil and position of bDdy and paper 
with care. 

Teach principles of small letters by drills, thus, e, g, m, np, 
down, np, down, up, down, up, with accent on "ap," pupils exe- 
cuting the movements simultaDeously, to secare uniformity and 
increase of speed. 

All written work should be carefully scrutinized by the teacher 
and improvements suggested. 

Great care should be exercised in the first year to prevent the 
acquirement of improper habits in position and holding the pencil, 
and much writing should not be required — lessons should be very 
short. 

1. Object exercises in numbers. 

2. Notation and numeration to 100. 

S. Fundamental operations in which sums, minuends, products 
and dividends do not exceed 20 or 25. 

Illustrate each step by using objects, marbles, pebbles, &o. 

At every step oral and written methods should go hand in- 
hand. If a pupil fails to understand a problem, the best method 
is to give a similar mental problem involving same principles with 
smaller numbers and simpler conditions. (This applies to all 
grades.) 

In learning to 10. 

1. The recognition of groups of objects to 10. 

2. Counting to 10 without objects. 

3. Making figures to 10. 

4. Oombinations to 10 with objects. 

5. Oombinations to 10 without objects. 

Dispense with use of objects as soon as children can work cor- 
rectly without them. 

No time can be set for omitting objects. 

8eekto secure accuracy, rapidity — and neatness from the outset. 

Do a little every day. 

The identity between the operations expressed by such state- 
ments as : 8-1-1=2 ; there are two fours in 8 ; one fourth of eight 
is two, suggests that the expressions one-half, one-third, &c., may 
be taught even in the lowest grades. While the signs are limited 
in number, there being only five. -+-, — . X, -i-, =, the corres- 
ponding terminolo2:y is varied and quite difficalt for children. It 
should be thoroughly mastered, ho w^ever, during the objective 
stage. 
'^ Add, plus, sum, increased by, more than, less than, greater 

than, lar£:er than, diminished, diminished by, subtract, take away 
I from, difference, remainder, remain, minus, smaller than, added 
j to, subtracted from, multiplied by, divided by, divided into, 

times, twice, thrice, double, how many ? how much less ? how 
^much more ? &c., &c. 

All these expressions need not be taught in first year. 
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HYGIKNE^ AND BKAUTY. 

Ohildren of the first year may be taught the laws of health by 
example, and by practice, better than by precept. School houses 
should be made as healthful and as attractive as the best homes. 
Each school room should be kept clean, comfortably warm, and 
well ventilated. It should be furnished with a wash stand, bowl 
and pitcher, soap and towel, comb and looking glass. Windows 
should have blinds, or inside shutters; walls should be adorned 
with pictures and mottoes, and wherever it can be done, the room 
should be beautified by living plants and blooming flowers. 

School grounds should be inclosed and well drained ; shade trees 
and shrubbery should be planted and kept, and separate out- 
buildings for the sexes should be properly cared for. 

The supply of water for all purposes should be abundant and 
pure. 

Children should be impressed with the fact that cleanliness 
both of person and clothing, is essential to lasting health and 
beauty. They should be taught, that if they allow portions of 
their bodies, especially their feet, to remain cold, for a considera- 
ble time, their joints may become stifened. They should be taught 
that certain habits injure the health, and that the use of alcohol 
and tobacco hurts both body and brain. 



SKCOND GRADK— SKCOKD YKAR. 

Text-Books. — Second Reader. 

Apparatus. — Slate, pencil, rule and sponge or slate-rag. 

RKADINQ. 

Second Reader. — Teach the new words at the head of each 
lesson so that pupils will know them at sight, pronounce them 
correctly, and know what they mean. Be careful to secure cor- 
rect pronunciation, and distinct articulation. 

To teach pupils to know words at sight, point rapidly from one 
word to another. 

To teach the meaning of words, require pupils to give the words 
in sentences, after they have been fully explained. Sentences to be 
both oral and written. 

To secure correct pronunciation, the teacher must be careful 
about his own pronunciation. 

To secure good articulation, give frequent drills on elementary 
sounds and articulation exercises. 

To be sure that pupils get thought, question them thoroughly 
on what they read. 
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Papils should be required to commit to memory short seleetions 
to be recited before the class. These selections may be taken 
from the reader or from any source not more difficult than the 
reader, and should be understood before they are committed. 

These suggestions are applicable to other grades, 

Elbmbntart Sounds. — Continue the study of elementary sounds 
as they occur in the reader. 

Teach diacritical marks as necessary. 

Drill on the sounds to become familiar with them. 

Attention must be given to the division of words into syllables 
as found in the First and Second Reader; also to marking the ac- 
cented syllable. Remember the syllable is the unit of pronunci- 
ation, and good pronunciation can not be secured without a care- 
ful drill on syllables. Take a word like "comprehend." What is 
the first syllable? SppU it bv sound. Pronounce the first sylla- 
ble; the second; the third. How many sounds in each? Which 
syllable is accented ? Teach tho accent mark. 

Spelling. — ^The principal work this year is to spell all new 
words at the head of each reading lesson in the Second Reader. 

Review frequently the words in the back lessons. 

Spell the most common words in all class exercises, and give 
special attention to written spelling. 

Penmanship. — Use only pencil. Short drills on movement daily 
with careiul attention to positions, and more care as to forma of 
letters than in first year. It is of the greatest importance that cor- 
rect habitj in writing be formed in the first two years, and that the 
time spent in the exercise daily be short and the work spirited. 

Require neatness in all work. 

Within this year should begin drills in concert work, by count- 
ing "one," "two," &c — one count for each letter — to secure rapid- 
ity. 

Copy-book number one may be used in this year, but in this 
and subsequent grades but two or three lines per day should be 
put in the copy-book — their best efforts — the remaining drill be 
with practice paper. 

Teach the principal capitals. 

Combine with reading. Talk about familiar objects, and in- 
sist on the pupils making short, complete statements about them. 

Ask questions about these objects, and require complete 
answers in sentences. At first these statements should contain 
but few words. Tell or read short stories. Have these stories re- 
peated, first, by answers to questions which you ask. Second, as 
wholes in the child's own language. Have them write sentences 
from words in the reading lesson, and teach the use of the period 
and the interrogation point. 

Exercise in the use of this and that, these and those, saw and 
have seen. Teach the correct use of such words as two, to, too; 
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here, hear; no, know; there, their; flour, flower. Have pupils de- 
scribe objects more minutely than in preceding grade. Copy para- 
graphs from reader, gems, stanzas of poetry for the purpose of 
formal correctness. 

Give picture lessons and have pupils write what they see in 
these pictures. Have pupils relate what occurred in school; in 
play; on the street. Do not neglect to have them exercise in some 
form every day. 

In oral recitiug, require a different statement from each pupil. 

1. Notation and numeration to 100. 

2. Roman numerals to 50. 

3. Oombinations to 40 or 50. 

Give frequent exercises in writing and reading numbers. 

Practice in the four fundamental rules should proceed parallel, 
the numbers heius: gradually and systematically increased. 
Develop the law of decimal notation to 1000 by using groups of 
objects two tens or twenty, 25 or two tens and five, 265 or two 
hundred, six tens and five — or twenty-six tens and five, &c. 

In addition pupils should name partial results until they reach 
the total sum as 2-}-2+3+4 say two, four, seven, eleven. In first 
If ssons in subtraction let figures of subtrahend be smaller than 
corresponding figures of minuend. 

Make practical and interesting all work in numbers by giving 
numerous problems which should involve few steps and conditions 
and be no more difScult than the average pupil may clearly 
understand. 

Mental arithmetic should be purely mental problems being 
written only for study and preparation. 

During the exercise no written work should be permitted. 

To cultivate attention announce problem but once,making the 
class responsible for its repetition. 

Give the questions before calling upon the pupils and follow no 
order of calling that allows a pupil to anticipate whose turn 
comes next. This is applicable to all grades. 

F>HYSIOIvOQY AND HYGIE^NE. 
Oral In.str\j.ction. 

Apparatus — Black-board and Chart — la teaching this sub- 
ject, it is thought best to use no text-book till the pupil reaches 
the fifth grade. But, in giving oral instruction, the teacher is 
advised to make frequent use of the black-boar J, and also to use a 
Chart of Physiology^ where one '48 within his reach." Instruc- 
tion should be simple, and only common terms should be used. 
Much of this oral instruction may be done in connection with 
reading and language lessons. 
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TIm foUowing may serve as examples : 

Flaoe n^ya the black-board a les^son concemiag early childhood* 

1. A child's helpless condition. 

2. Who tocJL care of it and preserved its health f 

Mother, father, grand-parents, d:^. 

3. Dangers to the body. 

Fire, some playthings, poisons, «!^c. 

4. Care of the body. 

Eating and drinking, bathing, and clothing the body. 
Write npon the black-board and have the papils copy, as well 
as they can : 

1. My parents took care of my health. 

2. I most now take care of my own health. 

Blael<:-Boa.rci. 
Lesson~0\_ir Bodies : 

1. What they do. 

Think, talk, move, rest, sleep, eat, drink, breathe. 

2. Parts of the body. 
Skin, flesh, bones, d:c. 

Blacl-c-Board. 

1. Keep the skin and clothing very clean. 

2. Oar muscles grow strong by use. 

3. We must not let oar bones bend out of shape, or they may 

remain so. 

Bla.cl-c-Boa.rci. 
Lresson. — How oiar Bodies are Xlacie to Orow: 

1. By what we eat and drink. 

2. By exercise, play and work. 

Blacl<:-Board. 

1. It is best to exercise in the sunlight and pure air. 

2. It is best to eat and drink only that which gives health and 

strength. 
Talk with pupils about food and drink. 

Write on 

Blaclc-Board. 

1. Tobacco is not a food. 

2. Men live without tobacco. 

3. Other animals do not eat tobacco. 

4. Tobacco, if eaten, makes one sick. 

5. Tobacco is a poison. 
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Bla-cl-c-Board.. 

1. Alcohol is not a safe drink. 

2. Alcohol does not make us strong. 

3. Alcohol makes men drunk. 

4. Other animals do not drink alcohol. 

5. Alcohol is a poison. 

Bla.clc-Boa.rd.. 

1. Alcohol and tobacco cause disease and shorten life. 



t:"hird qradk— third ykar. 

Text Books. — Third Reader, Language and Oopy-book. 
Apparatus, — Slate, pencil, sponge, rule, pen, ink and practice 
paper. 

Third Ebadbr. — Pupils should give substance of reading lesson 
in their own language. 

They should pronounce at sight readily every word at head of 
lessons. 

They should define words and give examples of their use in 
carefully prepared and neatly written sentences. 

Elementary Sounds. — Carry up the work from the first and the 
second grades. 

Spelling. — Increase the amount of written spelling. 
Have all names of persons, and all geographical names spelled 
as they occur in the reader. 

There should be some study of primitive and derivative words. 
iThe most common prefixes and suffixes should be learned. 

Spell words in classified groups as follows : The names of the 
different parts of a house as one group, the names of things used 
in the kitchen, garden, vegetables, grains, animals, trees, etc. 

In this grade the spellins;-book may be introduced. When it is 
used, it should be followed as arranged, omitting difficult and un- 
usual words. Require pupils to pronounce some of the lessons 
with open book before reciting. Keep up frequent reviews of 
these pronouncing exercises. 

Diacritical marking should h% taught as it occurs in the book. 
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Consult Ian gn age book for exercises and examples. (Long'i^ 
Language Exercises, teachers' editition, is suggested.) 
Teach pupils the different kinds of sentences, as to use : 

1. Declarative (telling) sentence. 

2. Interrogative (asking) sentence. 

3. Imperative (commanding) sentence. 

4. Exclamatory (exclaiming) sentence. 

Re-write short sentences, changing singular nouns to pjuxitl, 
and plural nouns to singular. 

Model — 

The dog runs. 
The horse eats. 

Change to — 

The dogs run. 
The horses eat. 

Teach the possessive form of the noun in written sentences. 
Write bentences describing simple actions, sentences containing 
one or more given words, sentences with answers to what is seen 
in a picture, and what is told in reading lessons. Form sentences 
from words in the reading lessons. 

Teach pupils to write names of the days of the week, and the 
months of the year. Also the use of the comma in a series, and 
in direct addresses. 

Before the close of the year, introduce the simplest form of 
letter writing. 

Penmanship. — Class drills in this and all subsequent grades, 
with counting for concert work, the speed always as great as the 
class can attain. 

Copy book No. 2; secure good movement, accent on the upward 
stroke, rapidity, accuracy. 

All writing should be done with the ''muscular" movement, 
i. «., arm resting on muscles of forearm, no part of the hand ex- 
cept third and fourth fingers touching the paper. This rule is 
general. 

This year should include drills on all the letters, both capital 
and small. 

ARITHNIKTriC. 

1. Notation and numeration to 1,000,000. 

2. Combinations to 100, or ordinary multiplication table com- 
pleted. 

3. Mental arithmetic to correspond with written. 

4. Roman numerals to 100. 

In concrete problems, help pupils over language difficulties, 
but so grade the work that the process required may be discov- 
ered by the pupil with proper effort. 

In Federal Money, as in other departments, omit the learning 
and the quoting of the rule as proof in explanation. 
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The rules in arithmetic should be the last things learned, and 
even their omission will not be felt if the instruction and practice 
leading up to them have been thorough. 

Pdpils should learn thoroughly in this grade table of U. S. 
money to one dollar, and make change to one dollar, dry meas- 
ure, linear measure to yard, things in a dozen, days in week, 
months in year. 

Seat Work. — Putting on elates tables last mentioned, and such 

. 20 cts. = 4 five cent pieces. 1 gallon = 4 quarts. 

20 cts. = 2 ten cent pieces. 2 gallons = 8 quarts. 

15 cts. = 1 ten cent piece, and one five. 3 gallons = 12 quarts. 

10 cts. = 2 five cent pieces. i gallon = 2 quarts. 

Give constant drill in these, requiring neatness and accuracy. 

NuMBBRS Applied. — Do not fail to give examples applying all 
that is learned in combination of numbers, and in all tables. 

In written subtraction when necessary to borrow do not pay 
back to corresponding figure of subtrahend. 

In multiplying and dividing, first, with multipliers and divisors 
of one figure. 

Teach long division first. 

Teach pupils to find i, ^, i, f , 3-5, &c., of small numbers, also 
h h h ^'^) &^ 9 0^ ^ number being given to find the whole num- 
ber. 

RHYSIOIvOQY AND HYGIKNK. 
Oral Instriaction. 

Apparatus. — Black-board and chart. 
See remarks on second grade. 
Our bodies continued. 

Blade-Board. 

Divisions of body — Head, trunk and limbs. 
Lesson — The Head. 

1. The head is a bony box called the skull. 

2. The head contains the brain. 

3. The brain is the seat of thought. 

4. Show how alcohol and tobacco affect the brain. 

Blade-Board. 

Lesson — The Trunk. 

1. The trunk is divided into chest and stomach. 

2. Explain position and office of heart and lungs. 

3. Show effects of alcohol and tobacco on the heart, blood and 

breath. 

4. Explain position and office of stomach. 

5. Show the efifects of alcohol and tobacco on the stomach. 
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Black- Board. 

Les8on-^The Limbs. 
1. Explain the use of bones, and joints, and muscles. 
5i^. Show how the joints may become stiffened by allowing the 

extremities to remain cold for a length of time. 
3. Show the effects of alcohol and tobacco on the limbs in the 

unsteady gait and trembling of the hands. 



KOURTH QRADK-Kotirthi Year. 

Tbxt- Books. — Fourth Reader, Language, Copy-book and Arith- 
metic. 
Apparatus. — Slate, pencil, sponge, pen, ink and practice paper. 

RE^ADINO. 
Koiartln Reader-Kirst Half. 

Children should be taught to use dictionary and determine 
pronunciation by diacritical marks. 

Give short lessons and see that pupils understand meaning of 
words and can give thought of author. 

Teach pupils to vary definitions to correspond with variation 
in form of original word, as, invert, to turn over; inverted, turned 
over; inverting, turning over, &c. 

Declamations and recitations should be required at least once 
each month in this and all higher grades. 

Elementary sounds. — See second and third grades. With this 
all the elementary sounds should be learned. 

Spelling. — The spelling-book should be taken for most of the 
exercises in spelling. Most of the exercises should be written. Be 
thorough in pronunciation, articulation, accent and syllabication. 

Teach homophonous words and many prefixies and suffixes 
with their meanings. 

At the close of this term pupils should be able to spell the 
words and to give the names of the diacritical marks to the 
100th lesson in the Spelling-book. 

Penmanship. — Copy-book, number three. 

Same instructions as for third grade. 

In addition in this and subsequent grades the concert drills 
should include small and capital letters in groups of four with 
connecting circle and counted thus, e. g. for small j; '^j-circle" 
'*j-circle," &c , as fast as pupils can possibly follow. 

Daily practice in this way will secure rapidity as well as ac- 
curacy of form. 
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IvANQUAQK. 

Continne written reproduction of reading lessons, short stories 
and descriptions. 

Drill in the use of the period, interrogation point, apostrophe 
and hyphen. , 

Give instruction in letter writing. 

Give much drill on the proper use of verbs in common use that 
are incorrectly used, such as did, done, etc. Write substance of 
reading lessons, descriptions of pictures. 

Teach the use of the period in abbreviations such as Mr. Mrs. 
W. Va» and the use of the comma in contractions. 

Teach pupils to point out nouns, verbs and adjectives in read- 
ing exercises. 

arithnie^t:"ic. 

1. Review previous year's work in U. S. money. 

2. Drill in problems involving practice in four fundamental 
rule^. 

3. Compound numbers, dry measure, long measure, time meas- 
ure, avoirdupois weight. 

4. h I5 5-6, &c., of a number being given required the whole 
number. 

Scheme for Division. — Many teachers have found the following 
plan a good one to make division plain and easy : First, write 
the dividend with the divisor at the left as usual. Then write 
out a table of products obtained by multiplying the divisor by 
each of the nine digits. Thus : 

15 I 325,425 | 21,695. 
30 



15X 1 — 


15 


15X 2 — 


30 


15X3 — 


45 


15X4 — 


60 


15X5 — 


75 


15X6 — 


90 


15X7 — 


105 


15X8 — 


120 


15X9 — 


135 



25 
15 

104 
90 

142 
135 

75 
75 



By comparing these products with each partial dividend the 
pupil sees immediately what to write for the quotient figure. His 
multiplications are already made, so that no time is lost 
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Ivessons a.11 TTaiaghit Orally. 

Teach, (1.) Position, place, locating objects at hand, in school 
room and on the school grounds. (2.) Direction, east, west, north, 
south ; use these iu describing location or place of objects near at 
hand and in sight. (3.) Distance, taught by comparing nearness 
of objects to pupils, to each other, idea of toot, rod, mile brought 
out. (4.) Map. Develop the idea by representing school room on 
black-board, then map of school grounds and surrounding country, 
locating the principal points of interest. 

Endeavor to arouse the pupil's curiosity and to cultivate his 
imagination by pictures and oral deecripiion. Develop idea of 
hill, mountain, valley, river, lake, island, by illustrating them by 
what is known to the pupil. Teach the points of the compass — 
north, south, east, west and have pupils locate many things from 
teacher's desk, from school house and from the pupiPs home. 

Teach climate as Lot, cold, dry, moist, healthy and unhealthy. 

Have pupils commit short poems descriptive of familiar natural 
scenery, trees and flowers. 

PHYSIOIvOOY AND HYQIKNK. 
Oral In-stru-ction. 

Apparatus. — Black-board and chart. 

Rbmark — Review and extend the work of the second and third 
grades, somewhat after this manner. 

Black-Board.. 

1. Give a general outline of the location and character of the 
brain and nerves. 

2. Give a general outline of digestion, — show some of the 
changes that take place in the food and how the digested food 
enters the blood. 

3. Explain the heart, and give a general outline of the circu- 
lation of the blood. 

4. Explain the function of the lungs. 

5. Enforce the fact that if the blood circulates through cold 
hands and cold feet, it goes to the lungs in a chilled condition 
and may produce disease of the lungs and show how they purify 
the blood. 

6. Teach in a limited way the eye and ear. 

NoTJfi. — Use the black-board exercises throughout the work. A 
Physiological Chart, if within reach, will prove of great value. 
In fact it is almost essential in underrtinding this lesson. 

In each case show the effects of alcoholic stimulants and nar- 
cotics upon the organs named. Teach pupils to guard against 
diseases which are brought on by exposing the bodies to sudden 
changes of heat and cold. 
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Text-Books. — Fourth Reader, Language, Ray's New Practical 
Arithmetic, Copy book, Geography, Primary Physiology and 
Hygiene and Spelling-book. 

Apparatus. — Slate, pencil, sponge, pen, ink and practice paper. 

RKADINO. 
FotartbL Reader— Completed. 

Up to this time the object has been to teach to read. The work 
of the fifth grade should be more comprehensive. Besides con- 
tinuing to teach to read, the study should assume more of a lit- 
erary character. 

Our primary object is now to cultivate a taste for good litera- 
ture. Authors should be studied in a limited way. Study care- 
fully all the selections given in the reader. Here words should 
be studied, as synonyms, derivatives, and primitives. The most 
important historical, biographical and geographical allusions 
should be explained. 

Inflection, emphasis, pitch, compass, quantity, movement, as 
treated in reader, should be taught by special exemplification, 
and practice upon the models explained by the teacher. The 
rules are not to be learned by the pupils. 

SPKIvIvINQ. 

Elementary Sounds. — Classify the elementary sounds into vo- 
cals, sub-vocals and aspirates, and the division of letters into vow- 
els and consonants. Teach the names and meaning of monosyl- 
lable, dissyllable, trisyllable and polysyllable, and from the book 
question as to each class of these words until the pupils readily 
understand them. 

Teach accent, root of word, derivatives, compound word and 
the meaning of homonymn. 

Abbreviations should be taught in this grade, and special phonic 
and syllabic drill should be given with daily exercises in pronun- 
ciation and written spelling. 

Teach the pupil how to use the dictionary. 

Penmanship. — Copy-book number four. See instruction for pre- 
ceding grades. Secure thorough and careful work. Teach rules 
of formation and letter analysis. 

Include esse.ntial points of previous grades. Correct, use and 
spelling of words pronounced alike, selected from the readers and 
the spelling-book. Study more minutely how words change when 
we speak of one or more than one ; also when they denote pos- 
session. 



RBPORT OF GENBRAL 8UPBRINTENDENT. 65 

Coutinue drill on proper use of period, comma, interrogation 
and exclamation point, apostrophe and quotation marks. 

From elementary text- book on language lessons teach definition 
of terms. The subject, predicate and object should now be 
taught. Teach the noun, adjective and verb. Give instruction in 
the use of the adverbs that modify verbs. 

Begin to analyze simple sentences, and have many short easy 
sentences diagramed by the class. Have pupils point out subject, 
predicate and object in reading lessons. 

Construct exercises in letter writing and easy composition. Re- 
produce in writing gems of prose and poetry. 



1. Ray's New Practical Arithmetic through common fractions. 

2. Practice in makina: simple bills and accounts 

3. Pay especial attention to square and cubic measures. 

4. Draw on different text-books and your own originality for 
supplementary work. 

6. Teach pupils to prove their work. 
Be thorough in definitions, rules and analysis. 
Too many pupils finish arithmetic mechanically, and have not 
learned to think or reason. 

Require reasons for solutions to be stated understandingly. 

In teaching fractions it is recommended that the instruction be 
introduced objectively by supplying each pupil with a quantity 
of suitable material. 

The rules for the several operations may be deduced in this 
way and the teaching be more thorough and intelligible. 



GKOQRAPHY. 

The text-book should be in the hands of the pupil, and all the 
definitions taught thoroughly excepting those of Mathematical 
Geography. A globe should now be used to illustrate the shape 
of the earth and its motions. 

First, two months — Elementary text-book to map of North 
America. 

Third month. — Map of North America. 

Fourth month. — Map of the United States. 

Fifth month. — Divisions of the U. S. and review. 

The following outline may be followed in teaching the map of 
North America : 
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North America. 



^ 1. Boundary. 

2. Coast lines. 

3. Surface, mountains, ranges, plateaus 
and plains. 

4. Lakes. 

5. Rivers. 
^ 6. Cities 

7. Islands. 



8. Climate. 

9. Productions. 



Animal. 

Vegetable. 

Mineral. 



10. Political divisions. 

11. Inhabitants. 
1^12. Occupations. 

The above should be taken as a model outline for the study of 
the grand divisions. 

PHYSIOIvOQV AND HYQIKNK. 

Text- Book. — Primary Physiology begun. 

Apparatus.— Black-board and chart. 

In the fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth grades text-books on 
Physiology should be used. A Primary Physiology should be 
used with the Fourth Reader, and an lutermediate Physiology 
with the Filth Reader. This subject should receive enough time 
each week to enable pupils to complete about one-half of a book 
in a year — both books in four years. 

This work should not be simply reading It should be as 
thorough a study of the subject as the ability of the pupils will 
allow. The teacher's knowledge and instruction should be 
broader than the text-books used by the pupils. 

The black-board and chart should frequently be used, as well 
as the text- books. Any one of the following subjects is sufficient 
for a full lesson : 

1. Names and sources of common narcotic poisons. 

2. Effects of alcoholic stimulants and narcotics upon the men- 
tal and moral faculties. 

3. The tendency of indulgence to increase appetite for strong 
drink. 

4. Hereditary effects of using alcoholic stimulants and narcotics. 

5. The tendency of indulgence to foster disease and to weaken 
vital forces so as to prevent recovery from disease. 

6. Prevailing errors corrected, as that alcoholic drinks give 
strength and increase power to endure heat and cold. 

7. Effects of the drink habit upon the State — upon the social 
circle — upon the family, and upon future generations. 

Teachers have a responsibility of which they ought not to be 
ignorant, in disseminating a knowledge of the laws of health. 
They ought to be in sympathy with the law of the State which 
requires that, in the study of this subject, special stress shall be 
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placed upon the effects of alcoholic stimulants and narcotics upon 
the human body, in this, as in all other iastruction, the teacher's 
example and precept ought to be in harmony. Bat the teacher's 
duty does not end here. Children should be trained to a consci- 
entious regard for and obedience to all hygienic laws. They should 
feel that the laws of health are sacred, and that it is wrong to 
violate them by doing aiiything that impairs or threatens the 
health of the body. They should cultivate a high ideal of health 
— ^its beauty, its grace, its power audits usefulness. How beauti- 
ful and how true are the lines : — 

"Better than grandeur, better than gold, 
Than rank or titles, a hundred fold. 
Is a healthy body, a mind at ease, 
And gentle manners that always please." 

— '''Better hodiea for our hoys and girla^'^ was the motto of Dio 
Lewis, and it ought to be the motto of every teacher. 

If all our West Virginia teachers perform their duties faithfully 
in this behalf, they will diminish disease and increase the public 
health. They will increase human happiness and prolong human 
life. 



sixt:"h qrade.— sixth ykar. 

Text-Books. — Fifth Reader, Language, Arithmetic, Copy-book, 
Geography, Primary Physiology, Spelling-book. 
Apparatus. — Slate, pencil, sponge, pen, ink and practice paper. 

RKADIMG. 

Fifth Reader. — First Lalf. 

Spelling. — Spelling-book to the 170th lesson, observing instruc- 
tion given in previous grades. Lists of proper names and geo- 
grapical terms with occasional dictation exercises. 

Teach more fully the work in fifth grade. Give frequent drills 
in phonics, prefixes and suffixes, with their meanings. 

Teach fully the meaning of the simple word, compound word, 
derivative word, and the roots of words. 

Give exercises in spelling irregular plurals, and much designa- 
ting males and females. 

Teach abbreviations fully in this grade, and continue spelling 
in all exercises. 

Elementary text-book on Grammar introduced. On beginning 
the study of Grammar with a text-book, do not devote all the 
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time to the study of definitions and difficult rules, but illustrate 
all the definitions from exercises that have been studied in previ- 
ous grades. 

Begin with the simplest kind of a simple sentence. Teach 
carefully subject and predicate. Modifiers of subject, then modi- 
fiers of predicate. Proceed slowly, making each step very plain, 
requiring much writing of sentences to illustrate and fix in the 
mind every principle. Adopt some simple diagram and use at 
once. After the simple sentence is mastered, go on to the com- 
plex and compound. 

Avoid during this year, the tangling, perplexing and obscure 
points of technical grammar. Strive to give the pupils a clear 
understanding of the ordinary syntax of English Grammar. If 
the text-book in use does not begin with sentences, but with defi- 
nitions, omit what precedes the sentence ; begin with the sen- 
tence, delaying the parsing and the definition until pupils have 
acquired some knowledge of analysis. 

Teach the parts of speech and their properties. 

Define and classify phrases and clauses. 

Give exercises in letter- writing and easy composition. 

Pjbnmanship.— Copy-book number five. 
See preceding grades. 
Teach writing of letters and business forms. 

AR.IT'HIVIK'riC. 

1. i^ay's Arithmetic through decimals. 

2. Review of all the tables of compound numbers. 

3. Longitude and Time. 

4. Mental Arithmetic to correspond with practical. 

GKOORAF^HY. 

Elementary Geography. 

Review the work of Fifth Grade the first two months. 

British America, Mexico and Central America including the 
West Indies. 

South America and Europe. 

Asia, Africa and Oceanica. 

Study all the grand divisions as directed for North America in 
Fifth Grade. 

Map drawing and special attention to mathematical geography. 

Complete the elementary text-book in the Sixth Grade. 

PHYSIOIvOGY AMD HYGIKNE^. 

Tkxt-Book. — Primary Physiology completed. 
Apparatus. — Black-board and Chart. 
See Fifth Grade. 
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SKVKNTTH GRADK— SKVE^NTH YEAR. 

Tkxt- Books. — Fifth Reader, Language, Arithmetic, Oopy-book, 
Geography, Spelling-book, Physiology and Hygiene. 
Apparatus. — Slate, pencil, sponge, pen, ink and practice paper. 

Fifth Rkadkr — Oompletkd. — The reqairements of this grade as 
regards the essentials of good reading should be rigorously ex- 
acted, viz : 

A free, pure, forcible and agreeable voice ; an intelligent use of 
modulations appropriate to the sense and sentiment ; incisive, 
but fluent, utterance ; correct pronunciation; clear comprehension 
of the drift and scope of the paragraph or selection. 

Pupils should be encouraged and required to memorize pass- 
ages from English classical literature. Certain selections from 
the reader may be learned by the whole class. The advantage of 
such acquisitions is unquestionable. The first pages of the reader 
furnish excellent material for voice training. 

The most important and difficult part of the instructor lies in 
qukstioking, or better in making practical use of his best insight 
as to what the pupil does understand, what he does not under- 
stand, what he should be taught, and what may be left for the 
present untaught. 

The questions should therefore make plain what is partly under- 
stood, and yet shun digression ; should not be abstruse nor yet 
wasted on common-places and trivialities ; should be logical and 
methodical without being punctilious or hypercritical. 

Look into the reading habits of the children out of school. In- 
culcate a proper contempt for bad literature. 

SPKIvIvINO. 

Pupils should go through the spelling-book in this grade, and 
be thoroughly drilled on the most general rules of spelling. 

Penmanship. — Copy-book number six. At the end of this year 
principles and analysis of letters should be thoroughly under- 
stood. 

Special stress should be laid upon neatness and legibility in 
letters and business forms. 

IvANQUAOE. 

Complete the Practical Grammar to syntax. 

Review pupils on the sentence, giving much drill on complex 
sentences and the use of phrases and clauses. 

See that the principal elements of a sentence are understood. 

Require a composition, at least twice a month, from the gram- 
mar class. 

Make the writing of business forms a very prominent part of 
the work in this grade. 
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ARITHNIE^XIC. 

1 Percentage, Ratio and Proportion. 

2. Practice in drawing receipts, notes checks, &c. 

During this year omplete the Intermediate Geography to the 
map of Europe. 

In this grade teach fully the Geography of West Virginia and 
have maps of the State drawn. Give the climate, and compare 
it with the climate of other States in the same latitude on the 
eastern and on the western coast of the United States, and with 
the climate of countries in Europe and Asia. 

Give the position, latitude, longitude, number of square miles 
of territory, productions and population. 

For what noted. Describe its three divisions of surface. Moun- 
tain region ; hilly region ; plateau region. 

Locate its railroads and chief business centers. Give number 
of counties and comparative size, population and wealth of sev- 
eral of them. 

Give the best water route for 10,000 barrels of kerosene from 
Parkersburg to Liverpool. 

Locate and describe the educational institutions of the State and 
speak of its school system. 

The history of the State and its government should be studied 
in connection with its geography. 

la this grade discuss surface, soil, climate, people and produc- 
tions. 

Compare area and population. Trace coast lines and water 
ways. Describe the commerce, government and rulers of some 
of the principal countries of Europe and Asia. 

HISTORY. 

Eggleston's History recommended. 

History in school should be a reading study but not that alone. 
It should be taught regularly and systematically, having in view 
primarily (1) to inspire in the pupils a love for history, (2) to 
>give pupils, before leaving school, a clear and intelligent knowl- 
edge of the history of our country, and (3) to instill a love for the 
higher culture derived from the study of the causes, and effects 
of historic events — the philosophy of history. 

The study of U. S. History should be preceded by some instruc- 
tion in English History by the teacher. 

The topic method should be used, and the most important tacts 
and dates fixed in the mind by the use of black-board out- 
lines. 

Much outside information should be introduced through stories 
of history either read or told, and other text-books should be con- 
sulted. 
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Do not permit pupils to recite in the words of the book, but in 
their own words to give the substance of a paragraph. 

The teacher should have Trainer's How to study History (A. 
Flanagan, Ohicago), for outliaes and questions. 

First month — ^Discoveries and the countries making them. 

Second month — Colonization and the colonial governments. 

Third month — French and Indian Wars, War of the Revolution. 

Fourth and fifth months — Formation of our Government — study 
of the Constitution of the United States and of West Virginia. 

Reference a^i> Supplemkntary Books. 

Boys of '76.— Coffin. 

Twice Told Tales. — Hawthorne. 

Old Time Colonies. — Coffin. 

One Hundred Famous Americans. — Routledge. 

Strange Stories of History. — Eggleston. 

Stories in American History. — Dodge. 

True Stories from' History. — Hawthorne. 

Young Folks' Heroes of History. 

Young Folks' History of the U. S. — Higginson. 

Grand-mother's Stories. — Holmes. 

Songs of History. — Butterworth. 

U. S. Grant's Memoirs. 

The American Commonwealth. — Jas. Bryce. 

Civil Government in the U. S. — John Fiske. 

The Making of New England — John Fiske 

The Critical Period in American History. — John Fiske. 

The following poems and others should be read before the class: 
Evangeline, Gertrude of Wyoming, Paul Revere's Ride, Sheridan's 
Ride, Elizabeth Zane, Barbara Frietchie, 

PHYSIOI^OQY AND HYQIE^NE^. 

Text-Book — Intermediate Physiology begun. 
Apparatus. — Black board and chart. 
See Fifth Grade. 



Text- Books.— Grammar, Arithmetic, Geography, History, 
Spelling-book, Copy-book, Physiology and Hygiene. 
Apparatus. — Slate, pencil, sponge, pen, ink and practice paper. 

SPKIvIvINO. 

Most of the spelling in this grade should be written. Oral 
spelling should be only for variety or change, and to exercise in 
pronunciation. 

Review rules for spelling. 

Give instruction in synonyms. 

Give exercises in word analysis. 
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Penmanship. — Oopy-book number seven. 

Pupils in this year should acquire a characteiistic hand- writing, 
ability to write all ordinary business forms and letters, properly 
and legibly, to punctuate and capitalize, and paragraph ordinary 
composition. 

IvANOUAQK. 

Complete the higher text-book from syntax. 
Analysis, parsing and correcting errors should be the work of 
this grade. 
Have most of the sentences diagramed and analyzed orally. 

1, Complete Eay's Practical Arithmetic. 

2. Bank Discount, True Discount. 

In teaching decimals, the one great thing for the teacher to do 
is to make clear and fasten on the pupils' minds the laws govern- 
ing the position of the decimal point. 

Have pupils thoroughly understand the relation between com- 
mon fractions and decimals; and their relation to pure percentage. 

All operations in percentage are applications of the following 
four cases: 

1. To find a part of a number, as: |, 75-100, 75 per cent, of 600. 

2. A part of a number being given to find the whole number, 
as: 60 is |, 76 100, 75 per. cent, of what number? 

One number is how many parts of another, as: 40 is how many 
fourths, hundredths, or what per. cent, of 60? 

4. One number is a certain part larger or smaller than another, 
as: 60 is i, 25-100, or 25 % greater than what number? or, 60 is 
i, 26-100 or 25 % less than what number? 



TABLK OF" EQUIVALKNTS. 



10% =.10 = .! = -^ l^% = A25 = -^ = i 



20 %=.20 = .2 = ^ = 4- 37i % = .375 = -jS^ = J 



lu 




2 
10 


1 
5 


i 




3 




10 




4 


2 



125 



lUOO 
375 



1000 

25% =.25=-^ i 62i%=.625= ;5|._A 

30 % = .30= .3 = -^ 33i % = .33^ = i 

40 % = .40 = .4 = ~5- = -f- 6i % = .0625 = -^ etc. 

To be extended and enlarged by teacher. 

Solutions. — All solutions of problems should be based upon 
analyses already made familiar to pupils in operations in common 
and decimal fractions, and thorough explanations should be rig- 
idly enforced. The ordinary formulae should not be used until 
each principle has been made familiar by analysis. The formula 
should never precede analysis. 
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ARRANaBMBNT OF WoBE, — ^All work must be accurately and 
neatly placed on boards, slates or paper, each necessary step be- 
ing indicated. 

Show the identity between division, fractions and ratio; the 
relation of ratio to proportion; get the rale for proportion by. in- 
duction. 

The most certain and satisfactory evidence of a pupil's knowl- 
edge of a problem or example is his ability to prove it. 

Encourage pupils to make problems for solution by class. 

Teach Square and Oube Root by objects, blocks or drawings. 

The problems in Mensuration should be accompanied with dia- 
grams, each pupil drawing the geometrical forms upon which the 
question is based. 

The use of the scale for the purpose of verification should be 
encouraged. 

Show how the rule is derived, and insist upon the pupil's 
thoroughly understanding the reason for it before he uses it and 
quotes it as an explanation. 

Complete the Intermediate Geography in this grade following 
the instructions given in previous grades. 

Begin at the map of Europe, and have the pupils to draw 
maps to give them a mental picture of all the principal coun- 
tries. 

Much knowledge in Physical Geography should be acquired. 

HISTORY. 

From Washington's Administration to the present time. 

The National period. 

In addition to the study of the administrations, certain special 
subjects should occupy the recitation hour at appropriate times 
viz: 

Accession of Territory, \^/Zn^Zi 

The Doctrine of State Rights. 

f Laws in reference to. 
n, } Effect upon new States. 

c^Lavery < Supreme court decision. 

(^Constitutional amendments. 
rOolonial period. 

^i""*- ^^gtSii'S'"^ 

(^Living writers. 
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7i0^iij,M ^y whom negotiated? 

ureaiies ^p^j. ^j^^j. purposes? 

r On ties. 
fp 'ji J latemal revenue. 

^^^*^- i Protective tariflF. 

i^Present tariff law. 

! Inventors. 
Effects of inventions. 
Name most important. 

RHYSIOLOQY AND HYQIENB. 

Text- Book. — Intermediate Physiology, completed. 
Appabatus. — Black-board and chart. 
See Fifth Grade. 
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STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS 



Kor time Year Ending Sept. 30, 1880. 



Qlekvillb, W, Va., Oct 14, 1889. 
Hon. B. S. Mobgan, 

State SupH of Free Schools^ 

Charleston, W. Va. 

Sir : In accordance with the provisions of the law for the 
State Board of Examiners I herewith transmit the report of 
said board for the year, ending September 30, 1889 : 

The number of State certificates granted to teachers this year 
is fifty-two, classified as follows : 

Fairmont Normal School Graduates: 

Paul, Alice L., Newberg, PreRton county, January 9, 1880. 
Burke, F. B., Parkersburg, Wood county, May 20, 1889. 
Kaigbt. Mary E., Fairmont, Marion county, May 3L, 1889. 
Basnetti Olive M., Bisnett, Marion county, June 13* 1889. 
Bhaw, John C, KassoDt Barbour county, June 14, 1889. 
Meredith, Sarah £., Fairmont, Marion county, June 18, 1889. 
Ramage, B. F., Fairmont, Marion county, June 18« 1889. 
Ohley, Alice Jt Fairmont, Marion county* June 21, 1889. 
Johnson, Sue M.,Keyeer, Mineral county* June 21, 1889. 
Hoibert, Mrs. MackieM.* Eldora, Marion county. June 21, 1889. 
Amos, Elias S., Fairmont. Marion county, June 21, 1889. 
Jones, Letcher C* Barracksville« Marlon county, June 24, 1889. 
Taylor, Charles E., Ridgevilie, Mineral county, June 25, 1889. 
Steele, M. H., Little Falls, Monongalia county, August 16, 1889. 
Baoh40iui| JolWi Berkeley Springs, Morgan county, August 28, 1889, 
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MARSHALL COLLEGE GBADUATES. 

Beokley, John H., Dickson P. O., Wayne county, June 29, 1889. 
Bargess, Fannie C, Huntington, Cabell county, June 25, 1889. 
Cyrus. W. E., Huntington, Cabell county, July 12, 18S9. 
Hayslip, Ruble K.. Guyandotte, Cabell county, June 25, 1889. 

SHEPHERP COLLEGE GRADUATES. 

Morgan, Augustus C, Shepherdstown, JefTerson county, June 1, 1889. 
Fulk, Jacob K., Martinsburg, Berkeley county, July 12, 1889. 
Neil, Mrs. Ida M., Shepherdstown, Jefferson county, August 28, 1889. 
Kerney, Ida B , Shepherdstown, Jefferson county, August 28, 1889. 
Brotberton, Ada V., Shepherdstown, Jefferson county, August 28, 1889. 
Bamsburg, George H.. Leetown, Jefferson county, September 8, 1889. 

CONCORD NORMAL SCHOOL GRADUATES. 

Dunbar, Emma S., Concord, Mercer county, July 4, 1889. 
Settle, J. B., Concord, Mercer county, July 4, 1889. 
Caldwell, W. H., Concord, Mercer county, July 4, 1889. 
Poe, J. S., Brownstown, Kanawha county, July 15, 1889. 
Medley, J. J. D., Bethel, Mercer county, August 5, 1889. 
Hawley, W. P., Spanish burg, Mercer county, August 5, 1889. 
Tickle, Mrs. M. Sue, Princeton. Mercer county, Augusts, 1889. 
Dunn. Hugh V., Kincald, Fayette county, September 3, 1889. 

GLENVILLE NORMAL SCHOOL GRADUATES. 

Cather, Arthur A., Hard man, Gilmer county, May 25, 1S89. 
Cather, Annie, Hardman, Gilmer county, June 7, 18S9. 
Linn, Louise, Glenville, Gilmer county, June 7, 1889. 
Bennett, Carey M., Bennett, Gilmer county, June 25, 1889. 
Withers, Howard A., Bock Cave, Upshur county, June 25, 1889. 
Hall, J. E., Auburn, Ritchie county, September 20. .1889. 

WEST LIBERTY NORMAL SCHOOL GRADUATES. 

Curtis, Bird M., West Liberty, Ohio county, Augast 10, 1889. 
Hamilton, Mollie, Huttonsville, Randolph county, September 12, 1889. 

STORER COLLEGE NORMAL SCHOOL GRADUATES. 

Jenkins, W. H., Harper's Ferry, Jefferson county, July 4, 1889. 
Page, Littleton L., Chariestown, Jefferson county, July 26, 1889. 
Robinson, J. E., Harper's Ferry, Jefferson county, July 26, 1889. 

EXAMINED. 

Freeland, W. B., Terra Alta, Preston county, July 8, 1889. 
Shorter, J. W., Pipestem, Summers county, July 81, 1889. 
Harford. A. C, Williamsburg, Greenbrier county, August 15, 1889. 
Bennett, C. J. C, Fairmont, Marion county, September S. 1889. 
Queen, G. F., Lorentz, Upshur county, September 8, 1889. 
Sperry. Melvin, Avon, Doddridge county, September 8, 1889. 
Shirkey, Lessie, Slssonsvllle, Kanawha county, September 2, 1889. 
Milam, C. W., Charleston, Kanawha county, September 9, 1889. 

All of the above named persons were granted six years certificates. 



Yours very respectfully, 

S. B. Brown, 
Secretary of the State Board of£xaminer8. 
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RKI»0RT OI^ THK STA.TE& BOARD OB" E^IXIA^Nf IT^KRS KOK 

1890. 

Hon. B. S. MoneAN, 

iStfj^^nn^dntZ^n^ 0/ Free SchooU^ 
Oharleston, W. Va, 

Sir : I herewith send you my fourth annual report of the certifi- 
cates issued by the State Board of Esamiaers for the year 
ending September 30, 1890. Forty- one persons were granted 
certificates, all but two of whom were graduates of the State 
Normal Schools. 
A financial report will follow later. 
Yours, very respectfully, 

S. B. Brown, 
Secretary State Board of Examiners. 



FAIRMONT normal SCHOOL GRADUATES. 

G. W. Bland, Blandville, Doddridge ooanty, July 14, 1890. 
Loyd W. Brown, Pruntytown, Taylor county, August 4, 1890. 
A. L. Demo89, Halleck, Monongalia county, July 9, 1890. 
Laura C. Dunington, Fairmont, Marlon county, Septembers, 1890. 

C. W. Evans, Fetterman, Taylor county, September 12, 1890. 

S, W. Graham, Morgantown, Monongalia county, October 23} 1889. 
G, B. Grabam^, Fairmont, Marlon county, July 9, 1890. 
T. J. Humphreys, Midland, Taylor county, August 6* 1890. 
I. O. Martin, Fairmont, Marion county, July 10, 1890. 

D. E. Phillips, Fairmont, Marion county, July 9, 1890. ' 
Ira E. Robinson, Philippi, Barbour county, August 25, 1890. 
8. J. Satterfield, Palatine* Marlon county, July 9, 1890. 

MARSHALL COLLEGE GRADUATES. 

Mamie Carroll, Guyandotte, Cabell county, June 18, 1890. 
Sallie Gallaher, Huntington. Cabell county, June 13. 1890. 
J. L. J. Goff, Pocatalico, Kanawha county, June 14, 1890. 
Annie Loye, Ona, Cabell county, July 9, 1890. 

WEST LIBERTY NORMAL SCHOOL GRADUATES 

Addle Gardner, West Liberty, Ohio county, July 9, 1890. 
8. G. Lazear, West Liberty, Ohio county, July 9, 1890. 
Ella Smith, West Liberty, Ohio county, July 9, 1890. 

CONCORD NORMAL SCHOOL GRADUATES. 

W. L. Burr, Falling Spring, Greenbrier county* July 10, 1890. 

E. H. Campbell, Red Sulphur Springs, Monroe county, August 4, 1880. 
N. A. Parker, Concord, Mercer county. Augu8t25, 1890. 

GLBNVILLE NORMAL SCHOOL GRADUATES. 

Ida M. Brannon, Glenville, Gilmer county, October 23, 1889. 
John A. Burk, Sand Fork, Gilmer county, July 10, 1890. 
John C. CJawson, Stumptown, Gilmer county, July 9, 1890. 
Henry B. DaTis, Nicholas C. H., July 9, 1890. 
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Eliza Malladyl Beairs Mills, Lewis oonnty, Augrast 15* 1890. 
E. S. Riddle, Aubarn, Ritchie oounty, July 28, 1890. 
Eugene Weaver, Jr., Tanners*, Oilmer county, July 2, 1890. 
Greed Wilson, Pennsboro, Bltchie county, July 9, 1800. 
N. E. Wyant, Sand Fork, Gilmer county, July 10, 1800. 
Jas. L. Smith, Elizabeth, Wirt oounty, June 13, 1890. 

SHEPHERD COLLEGE NORMAL SCHOOL GRADUATES. 

Julia Mason, Shepherdstown, Jefferson county, July 9, 1890. 

J. Frank Turner, Shepherdstown, Jefferson county, August 26, 1890. 

STORER COLLEGE NORMAL SCHOOL GRADUATES. 

J. R. Clifford, Martinsbarg, Berkeley county, August 2, 1830. 

B. E. McDowell, Harper's Ferry, Jefferson county, Sdptember 8, 1890. 

R. W. Colloway, White Sulphur Springs, Greenbrier county, September 12, 1890. 

Permelia V. Burrell, White Sulphur Springs, Green brier county, Septembers, 1890. 

W. K. Phillips, Hedegsville, Berkeley county, September 12, 1S90. 

EXAMINED. 

A. M. Lorentz, MoMechen, Marshall county, July 9, 1890. 
May Bond, Peel Tree, Barbour counf y, September 18, 1890. 
All the above forty-one persons received second grade certificates. 



L'lst of Questions Siit>mitteci to Applicant® for 

State Certificates. 

OBTHOGRAPnY. 

1. Define an elementary sound. How many are classed as vocals, 

how many as sub-vocals and how many as aspirates? 

2. Make a table of the cognate consonant sounds of our language, 

and give their diacritical markings. 

3. Indicate the correct pronunciation of the following words : 

vicar, vagary, languid, turbine, almond, ere, museum, pyrites, 
sumac, trichina. 

4. To what are these sometimes equivalent ? qw^ y, ph^ cAj gh t 

Give examples of each. 

5. With regard to the organs chiefly used in articulating the 

sounds, into what classes are consonants divided? Give ex- 
amples. 

6. Write the present participle of flog, dye, condemn and dire : 

and the past participle of fry, bury, stay, write. 

7. Give rules for b, h, n and p silent. 

8. Give a good rule for spelling words containing ei^ ie^ ceous and 

cioua. 

9. Give rule for dropping!; final e when taking a suffix. Kule for 

doubling final consonant. 
Bule for changing final y. 
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10. Define root, prefix, sufSx. Submit a list of words to show 
the meaning of a few common prefixes and suffixes. 

RKADINO. 

1. What is meant by modulation. 

2. To what extent if any do you consider learning to read a 

matter of imitation ? 

3. What would be required of pupils in preparing a reading 

lesson ? What is the teacher-s part of this work ? 

4. Indicate, by underscoring, the words and phrases that should 

receive the expression in the correct reading of the following 
and give reason in each case: 

"And out again I curve and flow 

To Join tbe brimmiDK river, 
For men may oome and men may go, 

But I go on forever.'' 

5. From what poem is the above a selection ? What can you say 

of its author ? 

PEIiTMANSHIP. 

1. Name and describe different positions at desk, and state which 

you prefer. 

2. Give number and names of principles employed. Illustrate. 
8« Tell how angles are measured, and name slants and degrees of 

same. 
4. Name classes into which small letters are divided, giving, in 
alphabetic order, those in each class, with exceptions, if any. 

6. Name lines with respect to form; to apace. 

6. Name capital letters extending below the base line ; give their 

length. 

7. How are strokes combined in making letters. Illustrate. 

8. Give rules for spacing; and forma of ahaded atrokea. Illustrate 

each. 

9. Give a four-line stanza of poetry as a specimen of your hand 

writing, illustrating the principles of the system you use. 
Name it. 

10. Write your name in full, and analyze the lettera in it. Name 
chief object of penmanship. 

AEIIHMBIIC. 

1. (18— 2f )+6. 75X271— 16fT-(4i+3.2)=what? 

2. A can do f of a work in 8 hours, B can do f of the remainder 
in two hours, can then finish it in 40 minutes. In what time 
can all do it working together? (Write out complete analysis.) 

8. What will 21,739^ pounds of coal cost at 8^ cents per 
bushel? This coal is found to fill a bin 12X7X5^ ft. If bought by 
measurement (1 bn« coal-5-4 ordinary bushel) what would the cost 
have been? 
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4. i per cent of 27 is what per cent, of 50f ( An^yze.) 

5. A drasrgist buys brandy at $4.00 per gallon. He adds water 
so that selling at $3.00 per gallon, he gains 50 per cent What per 
cent, of each gallon is water? 

6. Bought a lot for $500 paying for it with 5 shares of R. R. 
stock ($100 each) that I had previously bought at 80 per cent 
Sold the lot afterward for $650^ $300 cash, and for remainder a 
negotiable note at 3 months without interest, which note I dis- 
counted at a bank at 8 per cent Find net gain per cent, on 
original investment 

IHGLISH GRAMMAR. 

1. MoBt noett it is with unapllf ted eyeg, 

To pace the grotmd, if path then be or none. 
White a fair region round the trayeler lies, 
Whieh be forbears again to look upon.*' 

Analyze the above sentence in full, and parse the words in 
italics. 

2. Incorporate each of the active and the passive infinitives and 

participles of the verb ^'with" in sentences. 

3. Write a synopsis of the verb *'have" in the indicative and po- 

tential mode. 

4. Define voice, and prove that only transitive verbs can have 

the passive voice. 

6. Give the difference and the resemblance between participles 
and adjectives ; between personal and relative pronouns. 

6. How do clauses differ from phrases? Classify the clauses and 
give an example of each. 

7 In what three ways may the form of a sentence be changed ? 
Illustrate each. 

8. What can you say of the number of a verb required by a col- 
lective noun ? Illustrate by examples. 

9« Is the English a composite language ? If so, state its ele- 
ments, and tell which predominates. 

10. Parse the words in italics in the following : I believe him to 
be a man wanting in veracity. 

GEOORAPHY. 

1. Name two leading divisions of each continent, state for what 

each is noted, and name the principal articles we import 
from them. 

2. Which of the oceans receives the greatest amount of drainage! 

Name the two largest rivers fiowing into each of the five 
oceans. 

3. How does the length of a degree of longitude at Wheeling 

compare with a degree of latitude ? Why ? 

4. Name three large islands south of Asia. Two west of Africa. 

Locate the Falkland islands, St. Helena, Hebrides, and tell 
to whom each belongs. 
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5. Which grand division possesses the greatest commeifcial ad- 

vantages? Why? Which the least ? Why? 

Where is the great arid region of the U. S? Give cause of 
its aridity. 

6. Under what national governments are the following cities, re- 

spectively : Dublin ? Sebastopol ? Constantinople ? Mon- 
rovia ? La Paz ? Hobart Town ? 

7. What are the three great ocean movements, and the cause of 

each ? Which of the currents exerts the most important in- 
fluence on climate ? Why ? 

8. Trace the 40th parallel of north latitude around the earth, nam- 

ing the leading divisions of land and water over which it 
passes, and two large cities in each division of land near this 
circle. 

9. Name the six most densely populated countries, the six largest 

islands and the six greatest powers of the world. 

10. Explain the cause ot the Trade Winds, and tell why they do 

not blow directly from the north and the south. 

Name the bodies of water over which a vessel would pass 
in going from Chicago to Calcutta. 

UNITBD STATES HISTORY. 

1. Give the names of six of the early explorers and the regions 
visited by them. When was King George's War ? 

What did the treaty of Paris relate to ? 

2. Give short sketches of Benedict Arnold and Aaron Burr. 

3. Name five signers of the Declaration of Independence^ and 
five members of the Constitutional Convention. 

What were the chief points of difference between the mem- 
bers of the Constitutional Convention ? 

4. Who were the generals who carried on the wars against the 
Indians of Ohio ? 

What was meant by Alien and Sedition laws ? What 'great 
men died in 1799 ? 

5. Give names of commanders who achieved great glory in the 
war of 1812 and the reasons in each case. In what manner did 
the United States obtain Florida ? 

6. What Presidents have not been elected in the regular manner ? 
What is meant by "Clinton's big ditch." 

When were railroads first put in operation in this country ? 

7. Give a short sketch of Andrew Jackson, and the events of 
his administration. 

What was the cause of the Mexican war ? 

8. Who was the first Republican candidate for President, and 
for what was he celebrated ? 

Where was the battle of Lookout Mountain, and who were the 
commanders on each side ? 
Where was Picket's great charge made ? 
Why was Andrew Johnson impeached ? 
What Centennial celebration was held in 1881 ? 
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PHYSIOLOGY. 

1. Give namber and names of the divisions into which the 

Anatomy and Physiology of the human body may be naturally 
separated. 

2. Give number of bones, including teeth, in an adult, and tell 

how many are in the head, the trunk and the extremities. 

3. What are joints? JName kinds, and locate one of each. 

4. Describe a muscle; tell how they act in pairs. 

5. Locate the deltoid muscle, the bi-ceps, the tendon of Achilles. 
6/ Name the digestive organs, and the secretions from each which 

the food meets in its passage through the system. 

7. Distinguish between secretion and excretion. Name one of each. 

8. Name the organs of circulation; the two kinds; tell what capil- 

laries are. 

9. Name the functions of sweat-glands; the result if closed. 

10. How could you demonstrate that alcohol affects the brain? 

ALGEBRA. 

1. -+1=11 ; 1+1= 7 ; find X and y. 

2. A number consists of two digits; the sum of the digits is 11. 

But if the number be divided by the digit in unit's place the 
> quotient will be 13. What is the number? 

3. If a certain number plus 14 be multiplied by itself the result 

will be 147. What is the number? 

4. The product of two numbers is 6^; the difference of their 

squares is 432. What are the numbers? 

Kaise 3x+4y to the 6th power by the binomial theorem stat- 
ing the process you use in doing it. Complete this square 
3x2 _^ 7x=196 by the Hindoo method and find the value of x. 

6. x+y=36. 

x+z=40 find X, y and z. 
y4-z=42^ 

7. Add3V jj, 4V3«uand6V4,ooo. 

8. What is a residual, monomial, a surd ? 
What is the reciprocal of a quantity? 

Can you show the zero power of any letter is equal to unity? 

RHETORIC 

1. What is the province of Ehetoric ? 

To what authority do we appeal in Rhetoric ? 
What is meant by style ? 

2. What is the basis of imagery? Define metaphor and me- 

tonymy, illustrating each by an example. What is meant by 
a faded metaphor ? What is meant by synecdoche ? 

3. St«»te the successive steps you take in preparing an essay. 

What are the points of value to those engaged in a debate? 
What is the basis of wit? Define satire and irony. 
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4. What effect on a sentence has a transposed order of the words ? 

What is an oration and what is the parpose of it ? 

What is the purpose of poetry? Give examples of obsolete 

words and of provincialisms. 

5. What is meant by ry thm, rhyme, metre and verse ? Name 

the different kinds of feet and show the manner in which they 

are constructed. 

What is meant by Spenserian stanza ? 

6. Scan these lines : 

Hope in our hearts doth only stay 

Like a traveller at an inn. 
Who riseth up at the break of day 

His Jouruey to begin. 

Conscience is harder than our enemies, 
Knows more, accuses with more nicety. 

All the many sounds of nature 
Borrowed sweetness from his singing. 
And the hearts of men were softened 
By the pathos of his music 

NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. 

1. De&ne physics^ horse-power, lever. 

2. Name six simple machines ; give law for the screw. 

3. Define centre of gravity ; explain cause of friction, 

4. What effect does breaking a magnet have upon it? Distin- 

guish between frictional and voltaic electricity, 

5. What is capillary attraction ? Explain the method of charg* 

ing the Leydenjar. 

6. What is Archimedes'* s principle ? What is meant by timbre f 

By pitch ? 

7. Define matter ; give three conditions of matter, defining each. 

8. Give Newton's laws of motion. How high can water be lifted 

by a common pump, when the barometer stands at 29.5 inches ? 
Solve in full. 

9. Name four kinds of water- wheels, and state which gives the 

greatest per cent, of power with a given amount of water. 

10. How much weight does a floating solid lose? State what 

works on physics you have studied. 

PSYCHOLOGY. 

1. Give an outline of the powers of the soul. 

2. Discuss briefly attention — nature of — cultivation. 

3. Topic: *'^ Sense — perception,^^ Original and acquired percep- 

tion — What are the original presentations by each of the spe- 
cial senses? 
4- Discuss and compare Memory and Imagination. 

5. What is Conception ? Judgment? Reasoning? Define and 

illustrate two kinds of Reasoning. 

6. What is Intuition ? What knowledge is given us by this power ? 

7. Classify the Simple Emotions. How are the Emotions related 

to Education ? 

8. Discuss briefly ''The WilV^ Its training in relation to charac- 

ter. 
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Thboby and Practice. 

1. What Have oeen youredacational advantages? what experience 
in teaching have you had? Name one or two books on teaching 
that you have read or studied. 

2. Explain and illustrate the difference between the analytic 
and synthetic methods of teaching. 

3. What do you understand by the maxim "learn to do by doing"? 
Is it true without limitation? Why? 

4. Complete the following out-line: 

Ends. 
School Government. 

Means. 

5. What are the essentials on the part of the teacher for conduct- 
ing a recitation properly? 

6. Name five great educational reformers. Give a brief sketch 
of any one of them. 

7. As a topic, discuss briefly, '^Character building in our public 
schools.'' (a) Its extent is demanded by the relation of school 
and State, (b) The present work of our schools in this direction. 



WHEELING OITY.~W. H. Anderson, City Superintendent, 

Written Report -1890.* • 

The schools of this city seem to be gradually improving, at least 
keeping pace with the grand march of progress in educational 
matters throughout the land. 

For^several years past we have enjoyed most excellent advan- 
tages, our annual Peabody Institute has done much for the im- 
provement of our teachers. 

We have had with us as instructors some of the very ablest 
educators in the country, and evidently their instructions have 
not been lost on our teachers. This is evidenced by their increased 
interests and efficiency in their daily work in the school room. 

It is frequently remarked by our principals and teachers who 
have had long exoerience here, that the work of keeping order in 
schools is gradually becoming less. Cases for dicipline are com- 
paratively few, and very extreme cases are very rare indeed. 

The insubordinate pupil is not looked upon with favor by his 
fellow pupils, and general good conduct seems to be expected 
and observed by almost every one. 

Our course of study has been improved during the past year by 
adding vocal music under a very excellent special teacher, and 
also book-keeping in one of the higher grades of our schools. 

^Omitted by mistake from page 60. 
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BARBOUR COUNTY FOR 1889.— J. S. Malcolm, Sup't. 

{No written report.) 



BARBOUR COUNTY FOR 1890.— S. S. Talbott, Sup't. 

I have the honor herewith to transmit my first annual report of the 
condition of the Free Schools in Barbour county. In visiting the 
schools of Barbour county the past winter, I must say that 1 was 
pleasantly surprised to find so much earnestness manifested upon 
the part of the teachers. They were energetic and industrious, 
and they impressed me that they were not teaching for mere pay, 
but that they had a love for the work. The teachers are putting 
forth greater efforts every year to qualify themselves for the work. 
I am pleased to say that our people are taking an interest in the 
school work of the county. The financial standing of our Boards 
of Education is good, as you will perceive from thie report that 
there is a balance in the treasury of both funds in nearly every 
district. They have built four new school houses during this year 
to meet the necessities of our increasing school population. In 
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addition to the creation of new sub-districts, they are supplanting 
some of the houses in the older sub-districts with new and more 
modern structures. Some of the boards are furnishing their 
houses with patent desks and dictionaries, much to the comfort 
and convenience of both teachers and pupils. If the spirit of im- 
provement that now prevails among our people be intensified by 
a sufficient amount of enthusiasm on the part of the teachers and 
school officers, it will not be long until all our houses will be sup- 
plied with the fixtures so necessary to successful work in the 
school room. The Teachers' Associations held in different parts 
of the county during the past winter were generally well attended 
nut only by the teachers, but by the parents and children who 
seemed to be as deeply interested in their success ais the teachers. 
In this connection, I desire to express my gratitude to Prof. S. F. 
Reed, D. E. Phillips, J. D. Dadisman and Ira E. Robinson for 
their instructive and interesting lectures at our associations. 

In conclusion, I wish to return my thanks to you for the many 
courtesies shown me in the discharge of my duties, to the differ- 
ent Boards of Education for their fervent and cordial support and 
to the teachers and people of my county for their active co opera- 
tion and encouragement. 



BERKELEY COUNTY FOR 1889— D. H. Dodd, Sup't. 

I have the honor to transmit herewith my second annual report 
of the condition of the schools of Berkeley county. 

Our teachers upon the whole are doing good work, and the peo- 
ple, generally speaking, are satisfied with the results. 

There are sixty-three schools in Berkeley, employing sixty- 
seven teachers, including a four-month's school for colored chil- 
dren in Opequon district. 

Prof. A. L. Wade's Graduating System, with slight modifica- 
tions, was again revived last winter, and has given a new impetus 
to the life of our schools. A catalogue has been carefully pre- 
pared, and is now ready for publication. This catalogue shows 
the graduates and undergraduates, tise names of teachers and 
school-officers, and the general condition of each school, and will 
be hailed with delight by every lover of education. Thirty-four 
pupils paRsed creditable examinations and were awarded hono- 
rary ceitificates, some of which, have since been examined by the 
county board of examiners, and will teach the ensuing term. 

While our schools upon the whole are in a fair condition, there 
are some obstacles in the way of rapid progress. One of the prin- 
cipal things lacking, is furniture and apparatus in most of the dis- 
tricts, and a more liberal salary needs to be paid to our best teach- 
ers throughout the entire county. Teachers do not remain long 
in the prolession. As my report will show, there are but seven 
teachers in the county who have taught the same school more 
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tluui two times, and a large majority of our teachers are jast en- 
teriDg the profession. If Boards of Education would provide a 
more liberal salary, there would be some encouragement to teach- 
ers to remain in this vast and all-important field of labor. 

The Board of Examiners have raised the standard of the teacher 
in this county, and it is hoped that the Boards of Education will 
concur in this effort to place the schools upon a higher plane, by 
paying better wages. 

The patronage of our schools is far from what it should be, yet 
the statistical part of this report will show that we are progres- 
sing. In 1886-7 the aveiage daily attendance was 1,347 ; in 1887-8 
it was 1,873 ; in 1888-9, it was 1,485. This shows a steady and 
healthy growth of the popularity of our system, and I trust it will 
be but a few years more until all prejudice shall belaid aside, and 
the people will avail themselves of the liberality of the State in 
providing popular education for their children, and instead of the 
attendance being 36^ per cent, of the enumeration as it is now, 
it will then run into the seventies or eighties, where it should be, 
without the necessity of compulsory law. 



BERKELEY COUNTY FOR 1890.— D. H. Dodd, Sup't. 

In this, my third annual report, I am glad to say that notwith- 
standing the great barrier of low wages to teachers, we are steadily 
advancing, yet we are not where we should be in educational mat- 
ters. We have raised the standard of requirment, and by this 
means, compelled the indifferent class of teachers to step down 
and out of the way of better ; but instead of the Board of Educa- 
tion co-operating with us in this effort to secure none but the best 
teachers, in some of the districts they have reduced the wages, 
and in others, the length of term, thus driving away some of our 
best talent to more lucrative fields of labor. This is much to our 
detriment ; but while we are laboring under these unfavorable 
circumstances, we are still laboring in earnest. Many of our 
teachers make great sacrifices for the go d of the rising genera- 
tion, by personal outlay to supply better apparatus. 

A wonderful interest has been created in this county amongst 
the more advanced pupils — and not these only, for I believe 
nearly every child of school age in this county, has felt the in 
fluence, — by the successful adoption of the "graduating system." 
It is really amazing to see what interest is manifested both by 
teachers and pupils since the system has been put in successful 
operation. In my last report, I stated that thirty -four pupils passed 
the examination and received diplomas; last year fifty-seven 
graduate^ with good per cents., every district in the county being 
well represented. Parents take more interest than formerly and 
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anxiouRly look forward to the time when their own children 
are expected to graduate as set forth in the catalogue that was 
published last year. This catalogue represented every school in 
the county, and gave much useful information coDcerning our 
whole system of schools in the county. A course of study was 
laid down, to be completed in a given number of years, and all 
seemed to realize that the end was possible, and set to work to 
reach the desired goal. 

I visited nearly all of the schools a second time last winter, 
and believe that such supervision pays ; but there is not sufficient 
money paid the superintendent to give the schools that attention 
they should have from that officer. From two to three hours at a 
time/ was as much time as could be allotted to each school. I 
believe that the State legislature could enact no wiser law than to 
enlarge the duties of county superintendent, and increase the 
salary of some, so as to to justify his giving the entire time to the 
work of school supervision. 

Three new houses were built last year, and as many more will 
be erected before the schools are opened again ; these generally 
take the place of old ones, but a few are on other sites. 

Worcester's Universal and Critical Dictionary, has been placed 
in all the schools of the county by the Board of Education, ex- 
cept those of Falling Waters district. It is not the book for our 
schools, and I am sorry that it has a place there. As Webster's 
Primary is used in all the schools, and Webster is taken as author- 
ity for both spelling and pronunciction, especially the latter, it 
would have been far better to supply our schools with a book by 
the same author, even if the cost would have been far greater. 
The diacritical marking being entirely different from that of the 
readers, geographies, dictionaries and spellers now in use, I con- 
sider the introduction of a new author a positive injury to pupils, 
and can be of no service to any one except to the teacher as a re- 
ference book. 

But little interst so far has been taken in Arbor Day. A few 
teachers have observed it, but the great majority pass it by un- 
observed, probably because the grounds are not fenced. I want 
to make a special effort for its observance next year. 

A great many of our houses have been supplied with patent 
desks, and many others will be provided for before the schools 
open again, still there is room for many more than will be pur- 
chased this summer. 

Five of the six rural districts in the county are now right well 
provided with comfortable houses and substantial desks, but there 
is not a first-class blackboard in the county, and some of the 
schools would be as well off without any board, as to attempt the 
use of the ones now provided ; still nearly all of our schools are 
supplied with boards that can be used under unfavorable circum- 
stances. 

Our wants, to elevate the schools to their proper standard are, 
better school houses and furniture in some of the sub-districts ; 
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better blackboards and apparatus; uniformity of text-books; 
more efficient teachers ; better salaries; regularity of attendance ; 
a higher estimate of the importance of education ; more interest 
on the part of parents and trustees ; and a better supervision of 
schools. 



BOONE COUNTY FOR 1889.— M. F. Vickers, Sup't. 



{No written report.) 



BOONE COUNTY FOR 1890.— IsiAc L. Eustace, Sup't. 



{No written report) 



BRAXTON COUNTY FOR 1889.— D. S. Morton, Sup't. 

I herewith submit my second annual report of the schools of 
Braxton county. I visited a majority of the schools the past 
winter, and found them generally in a prosperous condition. Ed- 
ucation is on the advance in this county. Many of our teachers 
are young:, but they are making great efforts to improve them- 
selves. The low wages and short terms of school still continue to 
drive our experienced teachers from the ranks. 

We had quite a number of good select schools taught this sum 
mer, which were well attended by our young teachers. 

Our Boards of Education in the several districts are making 
great improvements in the quality of school buildings in their 
respective districts. At the present rate of building our houses 
in a few years will all be good frame buildings. All the districts 
in the county except two were supplied with Worcester's Uni- 
versal and Criiical Dictionary the past year, which I think is a 
great aid to teachers and pupils. 

Our institutes conducted last year by Prof. J. W, Bonner, 
this by Prof. J. F. Ogden, were well attended and well 
conducted. The teachers were highly pleased with the 
work of the instructors, and I think they are trying to put 
the instruction received to practice in their schools. I am 
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pleased to say in conclusion that I think the educational 
outlook for Braxton county is bright, and it will not be long until 
she will be amonff the foremost counties in the State. 



BRAXTON COUNTY FOR 1890— W. F. Dufield, Sup't. 

I beg leave to submit my annual report of schools in Braxton 
county for the school year ending June 30, 1890. I have tried to 
make my report as correct as possible and hope it will prove so 
when you examine it. The schools in this county are in very 
good condition, the worst drawback is the few who attend school, 
but we think the parents are mostly to blame for it. A good 
parent makes a good pupil. It seems as though the citizens and 
people generally possess a grudge, or envy against the teacher, 
but I am glad to say it is fast giving away to more intelligent 
ideas. The teachers are trying to prepare themselves for more 
efficient work in the cause of education. Braxton has had some 
very good select schools taught this summer. H. 0. Ross, H. L. 
Hombeck and Luther Cline have conducted progressive schools 
this summer. I think we could have better schools by paying 
more for No. 1 teachers and making our examinations much 
harder, in the first place teachers are not paid enough to prepare 
themselves to teach, from the fact they have only four months to 
teach. Therefore I think teaching should be made a profession 
as well as medicine and law. Then with sufficient pay they could 
afford to de 7ote all their time and interests to the profession. I 
also think our institutes should last two weeks instead of one, and 
that the teachers should take a more active part. Most of the 
teachers just drag through the institutes from the simple fact they 
don't care, they are only making teaching a stepping stone to 
something else. Therefore I would advise higher wages, longer 
terms, more thorough work and more difficult examinations. 



BROOKE COUNTY FOR 1889.— Geo. W. Russell, Sup't. 

In compliance with the requirements of the school law, I here- 
with submit my eighth annual report of the finances and condi- 
tion of the schools of Brooke county for the year ending June 30, 
1889. 

1 have visited every school in the county and have noted the 
course of study, methods of instruction, &c., as required, and have 
made such hints and directions as seemed proper. 

I have found that the most common error of our teachers is the 
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habit of assisting the pupils when reciting, thus deceiving both 
teacher and scholars as to the amount of progress made. An- 
other is the falling into a monotonous routine of school work 
without putting any life, spirit or attractiveness in it. And still 
another is a lack of skill in management and consequent failure 
in the full accomplishment of some of the principal objects of ed- 
ucation, viz: Development of mental power; cultivation and 
disciplining of the moral and intellectual faculties ; and the ac- 
quisition of knowledge. 

We have too many boys and girls without experience and with- 
out any, or with but little, normal training, trying to teach and by 
our present system thev can present certificates to the trustees 
equal in certified qualifications to the most experienced teacher 
in the county. In other words experience is at a discount. It is 
true that some teachers never learn anything by experience and 
continue in the some ruts through life, but I believe they are the 
exceptions to the rule. A knowledge of the proper methods of 
teaching is what is lacking, and although our institutes are doing 
much in supplying their need, they can not be expected to give 
normal training to young beginners. It should be a very difficult 
matter to procure a school without experience or proper prepara- 
tion for the work. 

Our Brooke county schools when compared with the past, or 
with other counties, are doing most excellent work, but when 
they are compared with what they ought to be considering the 
importance of the work and its effects on society, is quite a dif- 
ferent question. I think we should not be satisfied with doing as 
well as others, but should strive to do the very best possible by 
taking advantage of all of the help within our reach. 

What wonderful results would be accomplished in a few years 
if all of our teachers, school officers, and above all, the public 
generally would do all possible to improve the physical, intellect- 
ual and moral condition of society through the instrumentality of 
our schools. 

Many of our school houses are getting old and begin to need 
extensive repairs, and some will have to be rebuilt before many 
years. I believe, however, that there is a disposition to make, 
promptly, all necessary repairs and rebuild when too far gone to 
repair. 

I think a better supervision of the schools by superintendents 
paid for spending their whole time in the work would be an im- 
provement to our present arrangement of trying to get the work 
done without sufficient pay for it. 

Our institute held June 3rd, 1889, was well attended, the teach- 
ers Inking an active part in the work. Several evening sessions 
were held, and a very able lecture was delivered at one of them 
by President W. H. Woolery, of Bethany College, on "The Su- 
periority of Our Civilization." A series of resolutions were ad- 
opted at the close of the session and a copy sent to the We^t Vir- 
ginia School Journal. 
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The number of examinations required of teachers in connec- 
tion with the other rapidly increasing work is unreasonable and 
unjust, and everybody appears to agree to this, but our legisla- 
tors fail time after time to make the changes in the law necessary 
to correct the evil. 



BROOKE COUNTY FOR 1890— W. A. Strain, Sup't. 

I herewith submit my first annual report of the finances and 
condition of the schools of Brooke county, for the year ending 
June 30, 1890. 

I have visited all the schools in the county but two ; one of 
which was closed by sickness of teacher and the colored school of 
Bethany which was not in session at the time of making my visit. 
I have tried to fulfill the requirements of the law in noting the 
course and methods of instruction, and have given buch directions 
as have seemed proper. The most common error of many teach- 
ers is giving too much aid to their pupils during recilation, and of- 
ten in the preparation of the lessons; this is misleading and does 
not teach the child the value of self-reliance. 

From what I could see and learn during the time I was in the 
schools, and from conversation with patrons and others, I am of the 
opinion that they are fairly well conducted, and will at least com- 
pare with schools in adjoining counties. It is true we have some 
teachers who are young in experience, and still a few who have 
been teaching without putting any life or attractiveness in their 
work, but this can not be remedied under the present system, for as 
long as teachers are poorly paid, we can not expect to hold the teacher 
of experience, for it is not long until he seeks a better paying po- 
sition. Then the greatest need of the school now is, more liber- 
ality in the teachers' salaries, the procuring of improved appara- 
tus, &c., and above all, a manifested interest in the schools by pa- 
rents, patrons, school officers — especially by the trustees, who are 
generally liberal in making repairs and furnishing supplies, but 
many of them at least are forgetful of any other duties as school 
officers, and seldom visit the schools to note their progress. In 
general, we need a closer supervision by all school officers, that they 
do all in their power to improve the intellectual and moral condi- 
tion of society through the medium of our schools. Our Institute 
held May 26th, was well attended, and a manifest interest taken 
in it by the teachers. Several evening sessions were held and an 
able and instructive lecture delivered at one of them by Professor 
Trible, of Bethany Oollege. 

A series of resolutions were aiooted at the close of the session, 
and sent to the West Virginia School Journal. 

The number ot examinations required of teachers of experi- 
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ence is unreasonable and unjust as all agree, but none but the 
State Legislature has power to remedy the evil. 



OABELL COUNTY FOR 1889.— Gbo. R. Blumb, Sup't. 

I hereby submit my report of the condition of the schools of 
Oabell county for the year ending June 30, 1889. I have had 
considerable trouble in getting correct reports from several dis- 
tricts, but I think that I have succeeded in getting reports that 
are very nearly correct and I hope that they are entirely correct. 
I visited nearly every school in my county this year and found the 
teachers doing good work. 

Explanations. — 1. The Board of Education of Grant district in 
their settlement with the sheriff, "settled for three different funds, 
namely : Teachers', Building, and Graded School funds ; and as 
there is no place in this blank to report the third fund, I have 
combined it with the Teachers' fund as it was used to pay the' 
teachers in the Milton G/aded School. 

2. In the Teachers' fund of Barboursville Independent District, 
there is really $48.45 due the sheriff instead of ,0i as shown by 
this report. In last years' settlement there was au error which 
was reported but as there is no column in this report to show 
errors made in the sheriff^s settlement, I had to leave the same 
out. 

3. From column 37 to 55 the report for the Independent District 
of Huntington, is not exactly correct, as some of the teachers failed 
to report these facts to the secretarv and the teachers are now 
away, so neither the secretary nor myself have any way to get 
them exact. 

4. In the Independent Diitricts of Huntiagton and Guyandotte 
they do not pay the teachers according to grade of certificate, but 
according to the grade of work that they teach, therefore, I can 
not report the rate paid for the different grades of certificates in 
those districts. 



CABELL COUNTY FOR 1890— J. D. Carter, Sup't. 

I hereby transmit my annual report. I have done the best I 
could with the information that I could obtain. There may be 
some discrepancy in the railroad tax, as the Auditor certified to 
me only Grant, Barboursville and Guyandotte districts, and did 
not give me the amount due the Independent district. So I was 
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compelled to give in my report the amount of railroad tax due 
those districts as settled by the sheriff. In Grant district there 
was a levy laid for three different funds, namely: Teachers' 
Building, and Graded School fund, and as there is no column to 
report the third fund, I have combined it with the other two. 
Oar schools are progressing nicely, but few of them you will see 
from report are using Physiology in their schools. We will make 
an effort to improve on this line of study this year. 



CALHOUN COUNTY FOR 1889— James E. Ferrell, Sup't. 

I herewith submit my second annual report for the school year 
ending June 30, 1889. 

The schools of my county are in a prosperous condition and 
have made a decided progress since last year. The number of 
schools increased from 54 to 57. The log cabins and earthen 
floors of former days have long since passed into oblivion, and 
Calhoun can boast of houses excelled for comfort and elegance, 
by none in the State. The school work of my county is conducted 
in perfect harmony. Teachers, patrons, trustees and all school 
officers, go hand in hand, having in view the promotion and ad- 
vancement of our schools. As I deem it unecessary to give a re- 
hearsal of my report, I will close by saying, that an educational 
prosperty depends upon the energy of our teachers, and hope that 
they all realize the importance of their duties. As this is my last 
annual report I return my thaoks to the teachers, patrons and 
school officers of my county for their co-operation in the school 
work, and retire with the pleasing satisfaction of one who has done 
his duty as best his ability would permit. 



CALHOUN COUNTY FOR 1890— E. Chbnoweto, Sup't. 

You will see from the accompanying report that the financial 
condition of our schools is reasonably good, and while the attend- 
ance is not what it should have been, yet our people are taking a 
greater interest and are becoming more in sympathy with the free 
school system. 

Our teachers are, many of them, young and inexperienced, but 
are steadily improving in scholarship and the art of teaching. 
But few as yet have availed themselves of the privilege of attend- 
ing the normal schools, but we hope to fill our appointments from 
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this connty this year. Oar teachers are in favor of a graded 
course of study for the common schools of the State. 

We would venture to suggest that the unit of local taxation for 
free school purposes should be the county instead of the district, 
and that the rate of teachers' salaries be the same throughout the 
county ; that a No. 3 certificate be granted for one year ; No. 2 
for two years, and No. 1 for three years, and that a four year cer- 
tificate be renewed upon examination. 

We hope by another year to be able to report better attendance 
and more uniform results. 



CLAlY county for 1889.— D. Upton, Sup't. 

{No written report) 



CLAY COUNTY FOR 1890.— H. L. Morris, Sup't. 

{No written report) 



DODDRIDGE COUNTY FOR 1889.— Amster Beaver, Sup't. 

{No written report) 



DODDRIDGE COUNTY FOR 1890.— Amstbr Sever, Sup't. 

I have endeavored to make this statistical report accurate and 
complete by using the reports placed in my hands. Our county 
clerk failed to certify the valuation to the secretaries of South- 
west and Salem independent districts, hence they could not cer- 
tify the same to me. I did not total columns 169, 170, 171, 172, 
173 and 174, as you will see, for the reason of not knowing what 
to do with them. I am not as thoroughly posted upon the 
finances of the county as I should be, hence my report may not 
be what it should on the account of the secretaries. In South- 
west district the secretary reports no commission for sheriff in 
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the statement for teacher^^ fand. He claim} tliat he settled with 
the depaty sheriff, and there was no commission charged. As 
this is my first report of the kind I hope it will be satisfactory. 

Oar schools last winter did good work, bat we are expecting 
better and more thoroaghness next winter. The teachers of this 
coanty are adopting the newer and better methods, and ere long 
this coanty will compare favorably with others. 



FAYETTE COUNTY FOR 1889.— J. T. Gaosa, Sap't. 

(No voiitien repcrU) 



FAYETTE COUNTY FOR 1890.— B. Bibb, Sap't- 

I have the honor, herewith, to tnn^mit mv seventh annaal re- 
port of the condition of the Free Schools of Fayette county. 

Several years have elapsed since I made my last report for the 
county, and within that period many changes, educationally, have 
taken place, some of which, I am glad to say, for the better. As 
a class, I do not see that there has been any marked improvement 
on the part of our teachers. The older and more experienced 
teachers have advanced in the profession, and doubtless do better 
work as their experience grows, and their knowledge of the work 
widens. But the poor remuneration that they, in many instances, 
receive for their work, has driven many of them from the profes- 
sion, and their places have been filled by the young and inex- 
perienced. This state of affairs tends to keep the efficiency of 
our teaching corps very nearly the same, as the years go by. 
It seems to me, under these circumstances, that some legislation 
is needed whereby the teachers of larger experience and greater 
efficiency should be given greater advantages, as to their stand- 
ing professionally, than they at present have. It would also be 
wise, in my judgment, for a law to be enacted setting forth at 
what age an individual should be eligible to teach. 

The enrolment and average attendance, as my report will 
show, is not what it should be. How to remedy this evil is a 
question that may well concern our wisest legislators. I am of 
opinion that a graded course of study for all of our schools would 
have a good effect, in this particular ; or perhaps a compulsory ' 
education law would be the proper remedy. The character of 
our school buildings has impioved greatly within the last few 
years. We now have, m most of the districts, good and substan- 
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tial frame school houses, well located, neatly painted, and many 
of them famished with improved desks. These better hoases af- 
ford both teachers and pupils much better facilities for their work ; 
and it is a fact, that wherever we find the most attention paid to 
the Comfort and and taste of our school houses, we find the 
greatest interest manifested by the community in the advance- 
ment, socially, morally, and intellectually, of their youth. Al- 
together, I think I can safely say that the educational outlook in 
this county is hopelul. 



GILMER COUNTY FOR 1889— Spencer Collins, Sup't* 

I herewith submit to you my annual report of ihe Free Schools 
of Gilmer county for the school year ending June 30, 1889. 

The schools of Gilmer county, are at the present in a prosperous 
condition. Oar teachers are young ladies and gentlemen of in- 
telligence, culture and ability, and are striving to prepare and fit 
themselves for their profession. Oar Normal School at Glenville, 
is doing a great work in preparing teachers for the common 
schools. In looking over the list of teachers in Gilmer county, I 
find that over two-thirds of the seventy-five teachers in the county 
have attended the Normal School. The attendance last year was 
better than usual in all of the districts in the county, and as I now 
retire from the school work, I hope that the Free School system 
may continue to advance. 

* Appointed to fill the vacancy of Thomas Kennedy, deceased* 



GILMER COUNTY FOR 1890.— Jas. M. Sleeth, Sup't. 

I hereby submit my first annual report of the common schools 
of Gilmer county. 

I have been delayed in makiog this report on account of being 
unable to get reports from the various secretaries of the Boards 
of Education. 

I have visited the seventy-seven schools in my county for the 
purpose of inspecting and helping the teachers organize their 
schools. This I did to the best of my ability, and found the 
schools in a reasonably good condition, that officers and teachers 
were making great efforts to make the schools as successful a^ 
possible with the small amount of funds at their disposal, and 
that the public schools are eo increasing in popularity that every 



1:4 FREE SCHOOLS. 

one now admits that they are indispensible to the prosperity and 
happiness of the people. 

Notwithstanding the difficulties that oar public schools have had 
to encounter in the past, they have accomplished much good in 
giving the rudiments of an education to thousands, who, without 
them, wonld have grown up in ignorance to swell the already 
long list of illiterates that are a blot on the fair name of our 
State. 



GRANT COUNTY FOR 18S9— J. 0. Judy, Sup't. . 

I hereby submit to you my fourth annual report, which I think 
you will find correct, or at least according to the secretaries' re- 
ports. There, are, however, a few slight differences which ought 
not to be : 

1. Net Levy. — In finding the net levy all the secretaries failed 
to dednct the delinquent list and exonerations, as the sheriff in- 
sisted on a settlement in that way. 

2. The amount of money paid No. 1 teachers does not corres- 
pond to the number of months taught by No. 1 teachers, as some 
outstanding orders were paid and others were left' standing over. 

3. In Harman district, the sheriff's commission is all paid out 
of the building fund; also $12.78 (under the head of contingen- 
cies), has been added to it, making in all, $28.52. This was wrong, 
but it is the work of the sheriff and the secretary. You may find 
other slight differences which have occurred in the same manner, 
but my report is correct according to the secretaries' report. 

Condition of the schools. — To take our schools on an average, 
they can hardly be said to be as good as they ought to be. In 
some parts of the county the schools are making rapid progress, 
while in other parts they are in the background. 

Our great misfortune, perhaps, our greatest misfortune, is the 
constant change of teachers. The term is short, and the salary 
low, and the consequence is, that teachers are all the time passing 
ont of the profession. At our first examination, iii which we ex- 
amined twenty- seven teachers, eight who had never taught, were 
examined. Thus we see that a very large per cent, of the work 
done in the schools is by inexperienced teachers. Our attendance 
is far below what it ought to be. Out of an enumeration of nearly 
2,200, the reports show an average of exactly 1,000. How to hold 
our good teachers in the profession, and how to raise our per cent, 
of daily attendance, are important questions with us at this time. 
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GRANT COUNTY FOR 1890— H. W. Kuhn, Sup't. 

I have the honor of submitting to you my first annual report of the 
condition of the Free Schools of Grant county for the year ending 
June 30, 1890. I hope you will find it correct. I visited nearly all 
the schools and found them doing well, with very few exceptions. I 
take great pleasure in saying that the general condition of our 
schools is gradually improving. Our Boards of Education in the 
several districts have made great improvements in school-houses. 
Good, well-painted frame buildings are gradually taking the place 
of the oM log huts, and other inferior structures first erected. The 
Boards of Union and Grant districts are supplying all new houses 
built, and some of the old ones, with good improved furniture. 
The schools of Milroy district are supplied with maps a^d Wor- 
cester's Unabridged Dictionary. Those of Grant district with the 
Dictionary alone. Many of our schools ha7e been taught for a 
few years by young teachers, yet, I am pleased to say, that most 
of them have shown commendable zeal and enterprise, and have 
been, and are still, making great efforts to improve themselves. 
Besides these we have a goodly number of experienced teachers, 
some growing old in the work. One great need of our schools is 
a more liberal policy in procuring apparatus, charts, &c., to say 
nothing of better salaries. Our teachers have, year after year, to 
pass more difficult examinations. A new branch of study has re- 
cently been added, with a just prospect of a still greater increase 
in that direction, yet the salaries are the same. I think it is in 
the interest of fairness that the salaries of our teachers should be 
increased in proportion as their work increases. There is yet a 
great lack of interest on the part of patrons of our schools. How 
shall this be overcome ? A recent issue of an educational journal 
says there is but one answer, and that is by good teaching. Let 
our teachers think of this. Certainly much of the trouble may be 
overcome in this way, but there are some who, seemingly, can not 
be interested at all. I think the law respecting four years' certifi- 
cates should be so amended, that those now holding them, may, 
at their expiration, receive another such certificate, after passing 
a single examination, and maintaining the standard by which the 
former one was obtained. I am of the opinion that a majority of 
our people believe that our Free School system should be a fixed 
thing. I wish, therefore, to protest against the nuisance of voting 
biennially for or against the levy for the support of Free Schools. 
I think our Legislature should increase the minimum term to five 
months at least. 

Our County Institute, which convened at Maysville, was con- 
ducted by Prof. R W. Tapp, and was considered by many the best 
and most interesting evet held in the county. 

I wish to add that in my official visits to the schools, I was 
treated very courteously by the teachers and also by the people. 
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GREENBRIER COUNTY FOR 1889.— J. W. Hinkle, Sap't. 

I bave the honor of submittiDg my sixth annual report of the 
Free Schools of Greenbrier county for the year ending June 30th, 
1889. Having on five previous occasions reported at length the 
condition of the schools of this county I deem it unnecessary at 
present to enter into detail, since no material changes have been 
wrought within the past year. I will only add that the educa- 
tional work in this county is encouraging. No department of 
the school interest is retrograding; but there has been a gradual 
advance toward better results each year. The Teachers' Reading 
Oircle is now the greatest factor in increasing the teachers' effi- 
ciency that we have among us. We have made it a complete 
success. Our Oircle numbers nearly one hundred ; and twenty- 
five have completed the course prescribed, making in all that have 
belorged to this institution one hundred and twenty-five out of 
one hundred and forty-five teachers in the county. 

In closing my report I desire to thank the school officers, teach- 
ers and many friends of education for the respect, courtesy and 
hospitality shown me while in the discharge of my official duties. 
My best wishes attend the educational interests of Greenbrier 
county. 



GREENBRIER COUNTY FOR 1890.— E. D, Smoot, Sup't. 

(No written report,) 



HAMPSHIRE COUNTY FOR 1869.— D. M. Shawen, Sup't. 

{No written report,) 



HAMPSHIRE COUNTY FOR 1890.— C. W. Stump, Sup't. 

I beg to submit the following explanations and remarks: 

1st. In Sherman district the tuition of transferred pupils is 

charged to the teachers fund, and in all other districts is charged 

to the building fund. 
2nd. The report of the secretaries of the State school fund does 

not agree with the figures sent me by you, but do agree with the 

apportionment made to them by my predecessors, as shown by 
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hiQ books, I think the fault lies in reporting the gross amount to 
the Superintendent and when discounted will not correspond, at 
least that was the case in the amount of railroad taxes reported 
this year. 

The schools of the county are doing good work, and are making 
rapid strides in advancement. Physiology and Hygiene are re- 
ceiving due consideration, and I visited few schools, last winter, 
in which the wholesome effects could not be seen. 

The following resolutions were passed by the Institute, Resolved^ 

I. That we believe the minimum school term should be six 
months. 

II. That we hope it may be the pleasure of the State Legisla- 
ture to amend the school law, that it may be possible for persons 
holding four years' certificates, to have them renewed at expira- 
tion, by passing one examination, provided, they have taught 
successfully four years, while holding the certificate. 

III. That we believe the Institutes should be held at some time 
during the year, while the schools are in session, and further that 
that week should be included, as a part of the school month. 

If sir, this resolution is heeded by the Legislature at all, it 
should be so amended that the school month should have twen- 
ty-two days, instead of twenty, as at present, and those attending 
Institute should have pay for twice the number of days in such 
attendance. This, in a county like ours, where nine-tenths of the 
male teachers are either farmers or farm laborers, would, I think, 
be much preferable to our present mode and time of holding our 
Institutes. 



HANCOCK COUNTY FOR 1889.— W. A. H. Hobb3, Sup't. 

{No written report.) 



HANCOCK COUNTY FOR 1890.— W. B. Stewart, Sup't. 

I submit to you my report with the following explanations : 
The delay in sending in my report was caused by the refusal of 
the sheriff to settle with the district secretaries until within the 
last ten days. 

You will notice very few visits to the schools by the County 
Superintendent recorded. I will say in explanation, that it was 
utterly impossible for me to visit all the schools in this county 
during the last term of school on account of ill health, therefore 
I can offer no written report worthy of publication. 

You will find in column 110 under the heading "For current 
expenses of schools" an item of $300.00 for interest in Clay 
Independent district. The blanks for secretaries contains a 
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column headed ^Tor interest" but I failed to find a column so 
headed in the County Supintendent blank for report, I place 
$300,00 for interest in column 110, but make no further use of it. 



HARDY COUNTY FOR 1889— W. Vabnbr, Sup't. 

I present to you my sixth annual report as County Superinten- 
dent of Schools of Hardy county. I am profoundly grateful to 
you for the kindness I have received at your hands during my 
terms of office. You have shown skill and integrity in your 
work. You have always been very prompt in answering all 
my letters asking ior interpretations of the school law. I 
trust that the kind hand of Heaven will always guide and direct 
you in your arduous work. 

In regard to the condition of the schools in Hardy county, I am 
glad to report to you that last term was a prosperous term. The 
teachers have become more active in their work. The children 
generally are learning more rapidly under the new methods of 
instruction than formerly. 

I am of the opinion that the whole trustee-matter should be 
changed. It is a very difficult thing to get a good set of trustees. 
No one likes to serve for nothing. It does seem to me that there 
should be three intelligent persons elected in each district, who 
shall have full charge of all the schools in that district, and who 
shall receive at least $1.50 per day for their services. In this way 
efficient trustees can be secured. 



HARDY COUNTY FOR 1890— Wm. M. Davis, Sup't. 

I herewith submit my annual report of the schools of Hardy 
county for the past school year. The reports of the secretaries 
were excellent in the main, and the data here given may be relied 
upon as authentic. 

You will observe the condition of our schools, while encouraging 
in a high degree to those who know the past history of the system 
in our county, is not at all so flourishing as it should be. The 
enrolment is small, and the average altandance is far below a 
standard based upon an active parental co-operation. Experi- 
ence seems to demonstrate the necessity of a reasonable, judici- 
ous compulsory attendance .upon the part of many for whom the 
free schools are primarily designed. I propose to call the atten- 
tion of parents and school officers to this defect in a short series 
of articles in the county paper. 

Our antiquated log houses are being gradually replaced with 
buildings of more modem form and adaptation. ^Tatent Desks" 
have been purchased in several instances — black-boards have been 
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slated, and the fature outlook is promising. Public sentiment has 
been aroused and tangible result must follow. A very commend- 
able ambition to hold a certificate of high grade, has secured a 
large number of teachers holding *'4 years" and ''No. 1 certificates." 
To meet the wants of teachers seeking better preparation, a 
"county normal" has been provided for, to continue four weeks. 
The patronage is encouraging. 

The success of our graded schools at Moorefield has been ex- 
ceptionally good for the past session. Under the instruction of 
the Principal, Miss Anna Fetzer, and her assistant^i, Mrs. Cham- 
bers and Miss Ollie Maupin, the term closed with highest com- 
mendations from the patrons. 

Our County Institute, conducted by Prof. R. W. Tapp, of Mor- 
gantown, was pronounced to be one of the best held in the county. 
His teaching was both thorough and practical. 

Prof. Wade's system of Ooanty Graduation was introduced 
among the schools and four young ladies received Diplomas of 
Graduation at Moorefield school. 

Your convention for County Superintendents and Institute In- 
structors has the enthusiastic praise of all progressive educators 
in our county. 



HARRISON COUNTY FOR 1889.— Jasper Kile, Sup't. 

I have the honor herewith to submit to you my fourth annual 
report of the condition of the Free Schools of Harrison county 
for the year ending June 30, 1889. I have used all the means at 
my command to make it full and complete. There were in all 
one hundred and seventy- seven schools taught last year, aggre- 
gating 780 months, which would make 65 whole years of school 
in one. 

The average length of term was four months, and the average 
salary paid number one teachers was $33. Only in a few in- 
stances were number two teachers employed. 

I am glad to note the spirit of progress that seems everywhere 
to be going on. Better houses are being built, better furniture 
is being placed in them, and in many instances dictionaries, 
charts and wall-maps form a part of the Echool-room apparatus. 

As to changes in our school law, I must heartily endorse the 
resolutions on legislation passed at the State Educational Asso- 
ciation at its last session, at Morgantown;- except I would recom- 
mend that the minimum length of term of the common schools 
be /ive in lieu of six^ as per resolution. 

In closing my report I desire to thank the school officers, 
teachers and many friends of education for the respect, courtesy 
and hospitality shown me while in the discharge of my official 
duties. 
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HARRISON COUNTY FOR 1890— F. M. Harbert, Sup't. 

I herewith submit to you my first annual report of the statis- 
tical and financial condition of the schools in Harrison county. 

I am a little late in making my report, owing to the incorrect- 
ness of the reports furnished me by the district secretaries. Many 
of them had to be returned for correction, and were not returned 
to me in time for me to make my report within the prescribed 
time. 

1 have tried hard to make my report as correct as possible from 
the information furnished me by the district secretaries. Many 
of the items in the statistical report were not furnished by the 
secretaries, hence that part of my report will not be complete. 

The financial report, I think you will find correct, in the main. 

I vidted all the schools in the county last winter, except three. 
Those were temporarily closed at the time I made my visit. I 
found most of the schools in charge of wideawake and energetic 
teachers. There is a very perceptible improvement in the schol- 
arship of the teachers in this county, while their advancement in 
improved methods of teaching has been very great. 

The majority of our teachers are subscribers to one or more ed- 
ucational journals, and many of them are well supplied with 
standard works on education. It is tru«, we have some teachers 
who are still in the old "ruts.-' Those, we hope, will soon be 
compelled to quit the profession. 

There is a growing demand amocg school officers and patrons 
for the best talent that can be procured. This is causing teachers 
to make greater efforts to fit themselves for better work. One of 
the greatest drawbacks to the prosperity of our schools is the 
large number of inexperienced teachers employed each year. At 
our Institute held at Salem this year, there were sixty enrolled 
who had never taught. Most of those passed examination and 
will be employed as teachers this winter. This will be nearly 
thirty-five per cent, of the number employed in the county. A 
great many of these are mere children. With such condi- 
tions existing, we can not expect the best results in our schools. 
I can see but one remedy for this, and that is to pay experienced 
teachers sufficient salary to keep them in the profession. As it 
it is our best teachers only continue in the work until they can 
find more remunerative employment. 

It is our intention to gradually raise the standard of examina- 
tions in this county. 

We think no fair minded teacher will object to this. 

It shall be my aim to place the schools of Harrison county upon 
a hi£her educational plane, and we hope that the teachers will 
lend a helping hand in the effort. 

There were one hundred and eighty teachers employed in the 
county last winter; seventy- six ladies and one hundred and four 
gentlemen. Some of them only taught a fraction of the term. 
There are only one hundred and seventy-six schools. The aver- 
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age length of school term this year was five months. Clarksburg 
difitrict had nine months, Salem Independent, Olark, Elk, and 
Union districts, six months, and the remaining eight districts only- 
four months school. 

The average salary paid No. 1 teachers was $33.00 per month. 
Leaving off Clarksburg and Salem districts and the Qraded School 
at Bridgeport, the average would be much less. 

We need a uniform and practical course of studies for the com- 
mon schools of the State. We believe such a course of studies 
would be highly beneficial to the schools. 

We believe it would have a tendency to keep pupils in the 
schools for a longer period of time than at present. We hope 
such a course will be inaugurated in the near future. Oar county 
institute, conducted by Prof. T. 0. Miller, was well attended by 
the teachers, and he presented many valuable ideas of teaching 
and school management, which we hope will be bsneficial to our 
teachers. 



JACKSON COUNTY FOR 1889.— J. W. Crites, Sup't. 

I have the honor herewith of submitting to you my second an- 
nual report of the condition of the Free Schools of Jackson county, 
for the year ending June 30, 1889. I have used my utmost en- 
deavors to make it full and complete. The schools in oar county 
have been taught successfully with but few exceptions. The peo- 
ple of Jackson county are getting wide awake upon the question 
of educating the children ; yet the statistical report of the county 
still shows a great discrepancy between the number of youth 
enumerated and the average daily attendance. Is there a remedy 
aside from compulsory law ? 

If parents and guardians are so remiss in their duties to their 
children, as not to be aware of ^the great responsibilities resting 
upon them, they should be reminded of the fact by compelling 
them to discharge their parental duties. I did not visit all of the 
schools of the county on account of sickness in my family ; but 
so far as I went I found the teachers industrious and doing very 
efficient work. One of the great evils of our schools is irregular 
attendance. Children should be educated upon this question. 
They should be shown by the teacher the many disadvantages 
occuring to them from irregular attendance at school, and parents 
should see that, their children are punctual, also, for upon them 
will depend the remedy to a very great extent. Our schools are 
slowly but surely gaining ; an earnest effort is being made by 
some of our teachers and school officers to bring the schools of 
our county up to the standard attained by many schools of our 
Little Mountain State. Of the many things that have aided so 
materially in the progress of our schools, nothing to my mind has 
proven more effective than the institute work. Our last two insti- 
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tutes oondaoted by Professor's Wade, Cork, Hodges and Martin, 
were fully up to the standard of first class institute work. The 
standard examinations, while vigorously opposed by the inferior 
class of teachers and their friends, still have the endorsement of the 
better grade of teachers and patrons. It is certainly a poor policy 
to license any person to teach school who is not capable of teach- 
ing. Our schools have suffered greatly from this cause in the 
past. In retiring from the Superintendency of the schools of 
Jackson county, I will avail myself of the present opportunity 
to express many thanks to State Superintendent, institute 
instructors, school officers and citizens of Jackson county, for 
their kindness, prompt attention and cooperation in discharging 
my official duties. The many pleasant reminiscences of my official 
life will loom up in my memory as an oasis in life's desert waste. 



JACKSON COUNTY FOR 1890.— W. H. Rardin, Sup't. 

I take pleasure in submitting to you my annual report ^of the 
Free Schools of Jackson county. 

The schools have been reasonably prosperous the past year, de- 
cided improvement being made in many respects. One hundred 
and fifty-two schools were taught in the county, employing one 
hundred and sixty-four teachers. Union district had six months' 
school ; Ripley five months, the other three, four months each. 
Ravenswood, Independent, and Ripley, Independent, districts, 
had eight and five and a-half months, respectively. I visited one 
hundred and twenty-eight schools last winter, and was pleased to 
find them with few exceptions doing good work. The majority of our 
teachers are wide-awake, energetic, and each year are better pre- 
paring themselves for their noble work, many of them having 
laid aside old and unsuccessful methods and are making use of 
better ones. We have a few teachers whose highest aim is to get 
a grade, put in the required time in the school- room and receive 
their pay, but this class is gradually growing smaller and their 
places being filled by those who are willing and ready to do more 
for the cause of education. More than one half of those who will 
teach this year have attended school this summer, some at the 
State Normal schools, some in Ohio, others in select schools in 
the county. Ten new houses were built in the country districts 
the past year. The houses being built are durable, well arranged 
and most of them are supplied with patent seats. The Board of 
Education in Ripley Independent District are building a new 
frame house at a cost of about $3,000, which, when completed, will 
be both comfortable and convenient. We only have a few log 
school houses left, and new frame ones will take their places in 
the near future. In the examinations last fall, we aimed to raise 
the standard, and, I think, it has had a good effect. 

This report does not show the exact condition of the finances in 



BBPOBTS OF COUNTY 8UPBEINTENDBNT8. 23 

all the districts, but I have made it come as near as I could from 
the reports received. I have|tried to make it correct and complete, 
and hope you will find it so, with the exception mentioned. 

I hope that our schools may continue to grow better with each 
succeeding year. 

I will ever feel grateful to the teachers, school officers and all 
others, who have so kindly assisted me in my feeble attempt to 
serve them as County Superintendent. 



JEFFERSON COUNTY FOR 1889— Emanuel Schaeffer, Sup't. 

I have the honor of submitting my second annual report to 
you. I visited all the schools once. In a large number of them I 
found quite an improvement over the previous year's work. Our 
teachers are making an effort to improve themselves that they 
may be. more efficient in their school work. Our Boards of Edu- 
cation perform their usual routine work satisfactorily, but besides 
that (with few exceptions), they seem to be of but little help to 
the teacher. If the school work in this county deserves any 
praise we wUl undoubtedly be obliged to give the praise to the 
teacher. 

There were no new houses built in the past year, but Harper's 
Ferry district is now about to erect a four-room house for a 
a graded school, at Harper's Ferry, much to their praise. Charles- 
town district would have had a graded school this year also, but 
for au error in the notice in submitting the question to the peo- 
ple, but I am informed that they will now be obliged to wait for 
two years, in which time quite a large number of pupils will miss 
the privilege. Could there not be a change in the law that would 
allow the question to be submitted at any time ? I mentioned in 
my report last year the progress the the normal and graded 
schools were making. They are still progressing nicely. 

Salaky op Teachers — There are teachers in the county that 
our school officers are loth to give up, but under the present law 
the very best teachers can not command any higher salaries than 
other No. 1 certificates. How is it to be remedied ? The stand- 
ard of our examinations has been gradually raised until I think 
they are rigid enough. Our commissioners on examinations have 
acted conscientiously and impartially in examining papers, but 
still a large per cent, of the applicants receive No. 1 certificates. 

The Teachers' Institute for this summer was held in Charles- 
town, with Hon. Henry Houck, of Pennsylvania, and Prof. Jos. 
McMurran, of 8hepherdstown, as Instructors. Both of these gen- 
tlemen are perfectly alive to the work given them and are able 
Instructors. The attendance by the teachers was better than we 
have had for some years and the teachers took more interest in 
the work than usual. I hope we made a success of it. In conclu- 
sion may I return thanks for your kindness in giving prompt re- 
ply to any and all questions in connection with the school work, 
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JEFFERSON OOUNIY FOR 1890.-EMANaBL Sohaepper, Sup't. 

I have the honor of sabmitting to you my third report. I am 
quite tardy, the reason of which I have given you. I have visited all 
the schools once, did not get into them as early as I wished, but 
for the prevailing epidemic last winter, which was also a draw- 
back to the schools, but under the circumstances the schools were 
doing well and the teachers generally were alive to their work. 
Oharlestown district built a new house last tall, the school started 
late, but with quite a large enrolment. Harper's Ferry also fin- 
ished a new house last summer, after last year's report was sent 
in, which is used as a graded school. At present but two rooms 
are used ; it has four rooms, for the building of which the Board 
of Education of that district should be commended. The Nor- 
mal Schools of the county are progressing nicely in their good 
work. The Graded School of Shepherdstown with Mr. George 
W. Banks, as principal, and three lady issistants, have been 
doing excellent work. The four rooms were well filled this last 
term, so much so that the Board of Education contemplates en- 
larsring the building. The Graded School of the same district, 
at Moler's, with Mr. Charles T. Smootz, as principal, is another 
excellent school, one which that part of the district should be 
proud of, in fact Shepherdstown district is taking the lead for in- 
terest in the school work, both by parents as well as school 
officers. The Graded School at Bolivar, with Mr, S. W. Lightner, 
as principal ; of Harper's Ferry, with Mr. Geo. J. Hill ; of Charles- 
town, with O. F. Tomlinson, and of Rlppon, with Miss Mary V. 
McClellan, as principal, are all doing very good work. They are 
schools that I hope the people of their respective localities will 
appreciate and heartily support. 

At the meeting of the Presidents last June, to appoint com- 
missioners on the Board of Examiners, they unanimously 
agreed to use their influence with their respective boards to in- 
clude in the levy money enough to pay for a County Catalogue, 
but I find that not more than two of the five districts will agree 
to it. If the convention at Parkers ourg agrees upon a course of 
study, I hope that our legislature will make the provision, or 
instruct the Boards of Education to do so. I have not room to 
mention what might be regarded as defects in the School Law, but 
would recommend that all conflicting statutes be compro- 
mised so that the law can be read intelligibly. 

Thank you, for your favors in the past, and promptness in an- 
swering all questions. 



B:AKAWHA COUNTY FOR 1889.— Wm. Fiklper, Sup't. 

(No written r&port) 
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KANAWHA COUNTY FOR 1890.— J. H. Hunt, Sup't; 

I have the honor herewith to forward my first annual report 
of the conditions of the Free Schools of Kanawha county. I am 
pleased to be able to say that the schools of Kanawha county are 
in a prosperous condition and that the teachers are improving 
themselves and becoming better qualified for the discharge of 
their respective duties. Kanawha county for the year 1889 had 
224 schools in session. 

During the past year there has been a commendable progress 
in the school work of Kanawha county. A spirit of improvement 
and advancement seems to inspire a majority of the teachers and 
school officers in the discharge of their duties. A number of our 
teachers have attended school within the past year with excel- 
lent results, and we have in our county a corps of teachers num- 
bering nearly three hundred, who can hardly be surpassed any- 
where in the State. The people of Kanawha may justly be 
proud of their schools, for they will compare favorably with any 
in the State. I visited a large per cent of the schools last winter 
and found the teachers doing good work and giving almost entire 
satisfaction. I find the school officers doing what they can to 
build and establish a higher standard of education in our county 
and also encouraging our young men and young women to pre- 
pare themselves for the profession by employing home teachers. 

We need several very important changes in the school law of 
West Virginia. The law requiring an election to be held in or- 
der to continue schools for a longer term than four months, when 
50 cents on the one hundred dollars is sufficient to continue the 
schools for a longer term should be repealed, and Boards of Edu- 
cation should have the power to continue their schools for a 
longer term than four months (provided 50 cents on the one 
hundred dollars worth will be sufficient) without going to the ex- 
pense and trouble of holding an election. A law should be en- 
acted setting aside a small per cent, of the State fund to be used 
in buying school books for those children whose parents are too 
poor to provide them with suitable books. The law compelling 
teachers to attend institutes and to pay all the expenses of the 
same, is an unjust law and should be repealed. If teachers are 
required to attend institutes some provision should be made in 
the school law by which the expenses oi holding the institute 
would be paid, without calling on the teachers. It is the duty of 
the county superintendent to procure a suitable building and to 
make all proper arrangements for the institutes and he should be 
required to keep an exact account of the necessary expenses in- 
curred in holding said institutes and make annually his report to 
the State Superintendent, and if the State Superintendent find it 
to be correct, should draw his warrant upon the Auditor there- 
for payable to the county superintendent and by him applied to 
the payment of the expenses of holding institutes held under his 
charge. 
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The law giving boards of education or presidents thereof dis- 
cretionary power to approve or reject teachers' contracts when 
they have been legally signed by trustees is causing.no little 
trouble throughout the State and should be repealed. 

The law requiring teachers who have taught successfully un- 
der a four years certificate for four successive years to be exam- 
ined for four successive years again is a very unjust law and 
should be repealed. 

If a teacher has taught for four years as above stated he should 
have his four years certificate renewed upon presenting his cer- 
tificate or duplicate thereof with satisfactory proofs that he has 
taught successfully under said certificate for four years. 



LEWIS COUNTY FOR 1889.— G. 0. Hinzman, Sup't. 

{No written report.) 



LEWIS COUNTY FOR 1890 -B. White, Sup't. 

The schools of Lewis county are not what they should be by 
any means, nor do we believe they ever will be under the present 
ungraded system. The majority of teachers are required to con- 
duct from thirty to forty recitations per day and, although they 
are, with some exceptions of course, earnest and energetic workers, 
they are compelled to neglect important principles involved in 
the work of true teaching. 

Another hindering cause is the payment of unequal salaries by 
the different districts, and this is surely a great in j ustice to those 
successful teachers in the unlucky districts. 

From some unknown cause there are to3 many youths who do 
not attend school at all. Out of the five thousand three hundred 
and forty-one in the county, twelve hundred and forty-seven are 
not registered in the schools, and of this number nearly six hun- 
dred reside in the two districts paying lowest wages — 06urt House 
and CoUiiiS Settlement. 

The schools have improved as rapidly as the interest manifested 
by the school officers would permit ; but there has been wonder- 
ful neglect on their part. County Superintendents have been 
teaching while they should have been visiting schools. Boards of 
Education seldom visit the schools except when called upon to 
settle some difficulty. The present annual report shows one hun- 
dred and twenty-four visits by County Superintendent ; only six 
teen by all the members of Boards of Education and two hundred 
and sixty-eight by trustees, while there should have been more 
than five hundred by trustees if they had complied with the re- 
quirements of the school law. 
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The outlook for the fature is flattering, especially on the part 
of the teachers. Never in our coanty was greater interest mani- 
fested by them than now, and they have pledged themselves to 
effect Beading Circle organizations in the different districts for 
self improvement, realizing as they never did before the noed of 
special preparation. One great impediment in this direction is 
the carelessness of our four year teachers, many of whom never 
even attend the institutes until the time of their certificates ex- 
pires, and few of whom subscribe for any Educational Journals or 
works on the New Education; and the consequence is the 
younger teachers are required to take the lead in this work which 
they are doing like true and earnest pedagogues. 



LINCOLN COUNTY FOR 1889.— A. G. Grass.— Sup't. 

I have the honor herewith to transmit to you my second, annual 
report of the Free Schools of Lincoln county for the year ending 
June 30, 1889. My report has been delaved on account of the fail- 
ure of the District Secretaries to send in their reports as required 
by law. I believe you will find my report correct. The most of 
the districts are in good condition financially, and Duval District 
will have a six months' school the ensuing year. 

As my work as County Superintendent of Lincoln county closes 
with this report, I desire to thank the school officers, teachers and 
many friends of education for the respect, courtesy and hospitality 
shown me while in the discharge of my official duties. My best 
wishes attend the school work throughout the State. 



LINCOLN COUNTY FOR 1890— Geo. J. Kayser, Sup't. 

I send you my annual report after so long a time. I don't 
think it necessary to write anything to commit to print at this 
time, as there has not bee a any material change in the free schools 
of this county since my predecessor retired from office. In an- 
nual report I will give details in full for two years. 

I have done my best in making out my report, yet it is far from 
correct. 1 have spent two weeks, with an assistant part of the 
time, but the secretaries' reports were so erroneous that in many 
instances we were compelled to guess at what they intended. So 
I must ask you to do the best you can with it, and perhaps I will 
be able next time to do better by having more correct work from 
the secretaries to work from. 
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LOGAN OOUNTY FOR 1889— Bilton McDonald, Sap't. 

In submitting yon my annual report of the condition of schools 
of Logan county for the ^ear ending* Jane 30, 1859, I am sorry 
that it shows a falling off in the statistical part from that of last 
year. The cause of this, was the failure of the secretary of Har- 
dee district to make his report. I have been holding back wait- 
ing and urging to hear from him ; bat have failed. Now, I send 
in the report of the other districts, hoping it will be accepted, as 
time will not permit my waiting any longer. 

I find it very difficult to make a full, intelligent, and accurate 
report from the items furnished by the secretaries ; but I have en- 
deavored to make it as near correct, as I possibly could. 

You will notice that the members of the Board, and the secre- 
tary of Chapman ville district, received pay for two years' service 
out of the levy for this year ; and the sheriff only received 3 per 
cent, commission in Logan district, and five in the remaining four. 

On account of ill health, I have not been able to visic the 
schools this year, but have heard very regularly from them, and 
done all I could in every other respect for their advancement. 

The schools of this coanty are not advancing quite as rapidly as 
I would like to see ; but still, I can observe a marked progress in 
the last two years, especially among the teachers. We have some 
very enthusiastic and wide awake teachers, who are doiag excel- 
lent work. But still we need more of them ; as there are ninety- 
five schools in the county, and only about fifty regular teachers. 

Notwithstanding the many disadvantages we have to contend 
with, I think our schools, generally speaking, are in a far better 
condition than any time during the past. The Boards have begun 
to build more comfortable, and better regulated houses. The 
people as a mass are becoming more interested in education; and 
it is to be hoped, that in the near future, Logan will be side by 
side with the leading counties of the State, in all that the Free 
Schools are designed to give. 



LOGAN COUNTY FOR 1890-L. V. S. CuKry, Sap't. 

{No written report) 



MARION OOUNTY FOR 1889— J. M. Satterpibld, Sup't. 

I herewith transmit my second annual report of the condition 
of Free Schools in Marion county, compiled from the corrected 
reports of the secretaries. This, I think, is as nearly correct as 
possible. I believe that many secretaries are very inaccurate in 
their "Statement of the Teacher's Fund" and ''Building Fund," 
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when you compare their ledgers and the reports as received by 
the County Superintendents ; also, in their settlements with the 
Sheriff, they are not always correct. It is my opinion, that if 
there were a general winding up of business and a balancing of 
accounts of sheriffs with the districts, the liabilities of some of 
them would be greater than their assets. 

That Oounty Saperintendent was C9rrect when in his report he 
suggested that the Oounty Superintendent should be required by 
law, to be present when the sheriff makes his settlement with the 
respective secretaries. 

His salary, though, should be increased first. A settlement 
between sheriff and district ought to be just as correct, as a set- 
tlement between man and man. The longer I live, the more cer- 
tain I am, that the length of school term is too short. It is true, 
the districts can vote to have a longer term, but one or two dis- 
tricts in the county having five or six month school and the others 
but four, makes too great an irregularity in the system of Free 
Schools. The length of term, and the salaries paid the teachers, 
should be uniform, at least, in the county. Then, there would not 
be such a rush of the teachers to districts where the term is lon- 
ger and the wages better. There are too many teachers to dis- 
tricts where the term is longer and the wages better. There are 
too mauy teachers in this county for the number of schools. The 
county employed last year one hundred and forty-five, yet we 
have two hundred or more. 

I am inclined to the belief, that the standard for the graduation 
of teachers' certificates should be elevated, and in our examina- 
tions this year we graded a little closer than usual. In conse- 
quence of this, a few number ones fell to twos« There was some 
complaining, but to have a needed reform, there must be a begin- 
ning. With a very few exceptions, the teachers gave pretty gen- 
eral satisfaction during the last term of school. A true teacher is 
a faithful servant indeed. That which is most needed by some of 
the teachers is a better acquaintanr^e with methods, therefore, I 
have urged the importance of an educational Journal in the hands 
of every one. We want to know more about the "New Educa- 
tion." There is always room for improvement, and we hope that 
the teachers will endeavor to do better each year than the pro- 
ceeding one ; thus, will the system of Free Schools be perpetuated 
and the profession we represent honored by everyone. 



MARION OOUNTY FOR 1890,— Jas. M. Sattbrfield, Sup't. 

I have the honor to submit the third annual report of the schools 
of Marion county. The cause of education keeps gradually im- 
proving in the county, and although the salaries of teachers are 
down to a remarkably low figure, the earnest working teachers 
have never slackened their endeavors to build up the cause. The 
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past year has been one of general prosperity in the schools of this 
coanty, so far, at least, as the satisfaction given by teachers is 
concerned. In this respect, the last year has been one of general 
contentment, compared with that of three years ago. To me, it 
is very gratifying indeed, once in a time to thus sele ^'peace on 
earth and good will toward men" — (teachers). Marion county 
has an abundance of teachers. We can furnish our own schools, 
which will require this year about one hundred and fifty, and have 
a ^surplus on hand of sixty to seventy- five year by year. Our teach- 
ers, bv attending school, are becoming more efficient. The Nor- 
mal School at Fairmont affords them a good opportunity to pre- 
pare for the work. Then, the select school taught by Professor 
J. V. Carpenter, at Mannington, is very largely attended every 
year by the teachers of that end of the county ; also, this year, I 
taught a select school at Barrackville, which was well attended. 
So you see, that there is no want for schools in this county. Many 
of our teachers go to other counties to teach. Our Institute this 
year was unusually large, and was conducted in a very creditable 
manner by Professor Thomas 0. Miller and M. L. Dickey Flem- 
ing. We were very strict this year in requiring teachers to. at- 
tend an institute. This report may not be perfect in all respects, 
but it is as accurate as I can make it from the reports before me. 
Some items are omitted in the reports of the secretaries. For in- 
stance, in Grant and Pawpaw Districts, the number studying phy- 
siology is not given, yet, this study was pursued in those two dis- 
tricts to a greater extent, perhaps, than in the ones reported. In 
the majority of the schools, I believe, the subject of Physiology 
has received careful attention. In my visitations last winter I 
carried with me a portable manikin and in each school gave a talk 
on the subject, urging the necessity of a knowledge of this impor- 
tant branch. With the exceptions of Fairmont and Palatine In- 
dependent Districts, I am sorry to say, the school term will be but 
four months this year. I regard the time as having come, when 
the legislature should make the school term five or six months. 
The enumeration of Marion county last year was 6,721, and the 
enrollment 5,308, showing that there are 1,413 entitled to school 
privileges who have never been enrolled, or more than twice as 
many, according to the statistics of 1887, as were out of school in 
the whole State of Massachusetts, out of a school population of 
350,000. But, Massachusetts has a compulsory school law — the 
only advisable remedy I have to offer for the State of West Vir- 
ginia. Let it come. Thanking you for extended courtesies, I re- 
spectfully submit this my third annual repbrt. 



MARSHALL COUNTY FOR 1889.— W. M. Wirt, Sup't. 

{No written report.) 
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MARSHALL COUNTY FOR 1890.— W. M. Wirt, Sup't. 

The school work of Marshall county, for the year just ended, 
has been, I think, more successful than that of any other year 
since the establishment of the system. Our Oounty Institute 
under the able management of Prof. D. T. Williams, was a suc- 
cess in every particular. Our teachers are becoming aroused to 
the importance of Local Institute Work. There was on several 
occasions last winter, an attendance of forty teachers at these 
meetings, and in no instance did a teacher refuse to open the 
subject assigned him. 



MASON OOUNTY FOR 1889.— Oliver Phelps, Sup't. 

{No written report) 



MASON OOUNTY FOR 1890.— Jasper Riffle, Sup't. 

{No written report) 



MERCER COUNTY FOR 1889.— J. W. Bennett, Sup't 

{No written report) 



MERCER COUNTY FOR 1890— M. F. Ellison, Sup't. 

In submitting to you my annual report for the school year 
ending June the 30, 1890, 1 beg pardon for my delay, though I 
feel that I am in no way responsible for it. I have done my best 
to obtain such statistics as would enable me to give you a correct 
statement of the condition of the school finances, &c , of my 
county ; but owing to reasons which seem unavoidable, my re- 
port is not so complete as I should like it to be. 

The financial showing for the county is quite good, and I thmk, 
upon its face^ correct ; yet the report from Beaver Pond district 
does not show the true financial condition of the district. Owing 
to the fact that the school house in the town of Bluefield, in said 
district, was not finished until April, but very little of the term 
was taught before the school year closed, and no draft having been 
issued, the secretary could make no correct report for said school, 
but from such information as I can obtain through the secretary 
of the district and the teachers of said school, it will require about 
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$475.00 id settle the accounts for said school ; so, instead of a 
balance of $U466.86 on teachers' fund, as shown by report, the 
balance will be really jnst about $990.00 when all accounts have 
been settled. 

Bock. Beaver Pond, and East Biver, the districts through which 
the N. & W. B. B. traverses, can run long terms upon a low-rate 
levy^ as shown by reports, while Plymouth and Jumping Branch 
being poor, thinly settled districts, after having levied to the extent 
of the law, can not always run their schools as much as four 
months a year. 

In this report I shall not attempt to suggest a remedy, but it is 
certainly clear to the most casual observer that our system does 
not do equal justice to all localities alike, as I fully believe the 
framers of our State Constitution intended when they inserted 
therein the clause : ''The legislature shall provide, by general 
law, for a thorough and efficient system of Free Schools." Now, 
the words '^thorough and efficient" cover a good deal of 
ground, and I shall never believe that the spirit of the Oonstitu- 
tion has been carried out until the legislature passes some such 
act that will equalize the burdens of taxation, and give to one lo- 
cality as long terms as to another. If the principle, ''That for the 
general good, the wealthy should help to educate the poor," is 
correct, it is equally correct that the richer districts and counties 
should aid in the education of the poorer and less favored. 



MINEBAL COUNTY FOB 1889— Geo. S. Abnold, Sup't. 

We have seven secretaries in this county, all of whom have 
been prompt and correct, mostly, in making their reports to me, 
and for this reason I have the pleasure of making in due time my 
sixth annual report to you. 

Experience has taught us the importance of selecting some of 
our best men for members of the Boards of Education, men of 
good judgment and considerable business tact. The funds must 
be kept in a prosperous condition, or the cause of education will 
be permitted to suffer because of an exhausted treasury. Permit 
me to say that for several years we have been fortunate in select- 
ing our sheriffs and members of the Boards of Education. Every 
financial demand has been met promptly. 

Free education is progressing here, the enumeration of youth 
is increasing, and every year there is a demand for several new 
school houses. As a rule our boards build good substantial 
houses. I might suggest here that some years ago several school 
houses of considerable size were built with light frame and were 
weather-boarded and plastered, and as a result those houses have 
not proven to be substantial, the plastering breaking down, etc. 
It is my opinion that it is profitable to build on good foundation, 
and to line and ceil with plank instead of plastering. It is 
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cheaper in the end to do so and it makes a house, which can be 
depended on. 

Through the agency of A. L. Wade and A. O. Wood our schools 
have been well supplied with reference dictionaries. Also, many 
other apparatuses have been supplied, such as, globes, maps, Ap- 
pleton's Beading Charts, bells, numeral frames, etc. Our schools 
have not all been fully supplied yet, but nearly all have some of 
these supplies. 

I feel authorized more than ever before to suggest again the 
importance of increasing the minimum term of school by law to 
at least five months. We have in this county this year four 
months, five months, six months and nine months. However, I 
am happy to say that only one district has but four months ; three 
have five months; one has six months and two have nine months. 
Now, if this means anything, it means that four months is too 
short a time. But, if we want anything else we must get it by a 
vote every year. 

I would observe too that there are but few dissenting votes to 
the levy any more, from year to year, and that it is generally con- 
sidered a nuisance that the people should be called upon every 
year to say whether they shall have a levy or not. 

The Peabody Institute held at Eeyser last year, was a success, 
so far as benefiting our teachers was considered. It had become 
almost a dread on the part of some teachers to attend Institutes, 
but there was such a degree of enthusiasm imbibed last year that 
attendance was pleasant and profitable. Most certainly we an- 
ticipate having another good Institute this year. 

I desire to call your attention again to the dissatisfaction among 
our teachers and others, arising from the seeming injustice of re- 
quiring those teachers holding four years' certificates, to attend 
Institute and examination for three or four more successive years 
before they can become eligible for other such certificates. Why 
not renew their certificates upon a satisfactory examination ? And 
let the Legislature say too what would be a satisfactory examina- 
tion. As the system is, it seems retrogressive^ whereas, it should 
be progressive. 

We still engage in district institute work during the winter sea- 
son. This work has excited much interest and enthusiasm among 
the teachers and others. When the teachers vigorously take hold 
of this work, these institutes can be made more practicable than 
the county Institute. 

Most of our teachers are thoroughly progressive in their school 
work and generally their qualifications to teach are much better 
than they were a few years ago, not only in scholarship, but in 
their powers to develop and train. 

For several years the teachers' reading circle has very much 
aided some of the teachers. This is a wonderful educational pro- 
moter. The work was variously executed the past year. Several 
took a course of reading in the Chatauqua Oircle, one district 
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piiBbed the work under the name of " Spencerian Olub," another 
district took up SuUey's Physiology. 

This summer Prof. G. E. Martin, assisted by S. I. Kreemer, and 
others, conducted a Normal School of six weeks at Keyser. The 
school was well patronized by our teachers and others who, from 
the instructions received there, will be enabled to do more effi- 
cient work. For the Normal we bespeak success. 

Allow me to thank you for the kindness and promptness with 
which you have geven me desired information from time to time. 



MINERAL COUNTY FOR 1890— Geo. S. Arnold, Sup't. 

It affords me pleasure to make you another favorable report of 
public education in this county. But few changes have been made 
since my report to you for 1888. All the districts in the county 
except Cabin Run have extended the term beyond four months, 
ranging from five to nine months. In the meantime the salaries 
have remained substantially the same as when the terms were 
shorter, varying from $30 to $35 for first grade teachers. The 
population of school youth and the number of schools are steadily 
on the increase, and the boards of education from year to year 
have been building better houses and more properly supplying 
them with the lurniture and apparatus necessary for the pros- 
perity ot the schools. 

Public expression generally demands an extension of school 
term by law beyond lour months. Many of our teachers are 
thoroughly progressive, while some do not foster a progressive 
spirit. And I think the work, as a unit, is advancing. The in- 
stitute work is kept up, but still needs amending, I think, as 
stated to you in my previous reports, and for the last two years, 
a summer normal school has been conducted at Keyser by com- 
petent instructors. I desire to say further that the High School 
department in the Keyser Graded School is quite beneficial to 
our schools, and I anticipate that it will be a great promoter in 
our school work. 

I still have the same old regret to offer — that we can not secure 
as full attendance of the youfh at school as is desirable. Could 
this be done public education would meet with unbounded suc- 
cess, and public sentiment, a necessary means, would foster, to a 
greater extent, the spirit of our free schools. Can't we have a 
compulsory education in a mild lorm to experiment ? Such is the 
spirit of many, as reported before. 



MONONGALIA COUNTY FOR 1889.— W. E. Glasscock, Sup't. 

{No toritten report.) 
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MONONGALIA COUNTY FOR 1890.— W. E. Glasscock, Sup't. 

{No written report.) 



MONROE COUNTY FOR 1889.— W. E. Hines, Sup't. 

I have the honor herewith to submit to you my second annual 
report of the condition of the Free Schools of Monroe county, for 
the year ending, June 30, 1889. I have used all the means in my 
power to make it full and complete. 

With a few exceptions the Schools of Monroe are in good condi- 
tion. Our schools have been unusually prosperous the past year. 
The teachers were earnest and energetic in their w^ork, and more 
enthusiasm was manifested on the part of both pupils and parents 
than ever before. 

Our teachers are steadily improving in the art of teaching, and 
becoming better scholars. When we consider the low salaries 
and short terms we must confess that there is little encourage- 
ment for our talented young men and women to enter the pro- 
fession. 

The Boards of Education for the several districts continue to 
displace old houses and build new ones. A few years hence and 
our county will be well supplied with good comfortable and well 
arranged buildings. Number built this year, five. The County 
Institute, conducted by Prof. G. S. Laidley, was well attended, 
and all heartily testified to Prof. Laidley's abilities to instruct. 

The Teachers Associations held in the different districts of the 
county during the past winter, were well attended by all con- 
cerned in the educational interests of the county and State. 

I visited within the year every school of the county once and 
some few twice, spending a half day in each school. 

I tried to impress upon the minds of teachers and pupils the 
very great importance of being practical in our work. 

In retiring from the Superintendency of the Schools of Monroe 
county, I will avail myself of this present oppertunity to express 
many thanks to State Superintendent, Institute Instructors, and 
all school officers and teachers of Monroe county, with whom I 
have been associated, for their kindness, prompt co-operation, 
and assistance in the discharge of my duties. 

Item 78. There were only two districts reported amount received 
from Board of Examiners. The whole amount turned over to 
sheriff, being $22.50. 



MONROE COUNTY FOR 1890.— J. E. Kkadlb, Sup't. 

In submitting this, my first annual report of the Schools of 
Monroe county, for the year ending June 30, 1890, 1 beg leave to 
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say that I have used all diligence to get the items of the statisti- 
oal aod fioaiicial portions correct, and I thiak, ia the main they 
are reliable. I viBited all the schools once, and a number of Ihem 
twice. With this school year there has been a marked improve- 
ment in the qualiUcations of the teacherc, and the schools have 
made reasonable progress. The attendance has been better than 
usual. There are one hundred and thirteen schools in the county, 
in which are employed one hundred and seventeen teachers, of 
whom thirty-four are females. 

Grades of teachers employed : 75 No. I's, 36 No. a'a and 6 No. 
3'e, at a total cost of $13,722. Total amount county school tax 
for Teachers' Fund, exclusive of the 10^ State school tax, $9,099.- 
64. Total amount received from the State, $4,905.18. Total 
amount of Teachers' Fund, county and State, $14,005.82. 

The enrolment of pupils up to the time of visit, was 3,172 ; 
present 2,395. Of the enrolment, 1,718 are males, and 1,417 
females. Total number enrolled in the school year 1,864 males, 
and 1,505 females; grand total 3,369. 

There are 105 framed, four logs, one brick, and two rented honees. 
Of these, twelve will soon have to be replaced by new ones. 
Many of the old school houses were put up on bad plana. The 
more recent buildings, however, are more substantial, and are 
built on belter plane. The most objectionable feature of our old 
houses, ia general, is, that they are too small, and to near square. 

The district Boards have provided forty-one houses with patent 
seats. 

About 54% of the schools had been visited by trustees. There 
are about 753 square yards of black-boards, but comparatively 
few good ones. 

There are seven colored schools in the county, with an enrol- 
ment of 207 pupils. The schools have baen little interrupted by 
sickness, the open winter has greatly favored the "little ones." 

About fifty two young teachers were engaged this year, eighteen 
of wbom taught for the :&rst time. It is gratifying to know that 
the most of them are progressive, And bidding fair to become ac- 
tive, fir*t class teachers. The good results of our Teachers Insti- 
tutes and Teachers Associations are very noticeable (visible.) 

The more rigid examinalions tor the last five years have also 
produced splendid results by way of stiring up the teachers to 
read and study more. There is one very perious draw back ; this 
is the low salaries. This leads to a dropping out of experienced 
teachers, and a coming in of very young teachers onlv to obtain 
means of preparation lor other professions or occupations. The 
schools are on very good financial footing, as will be seen from 
my report of general statistics. 

There is great need in our schools for a graded course of study. 
We desire to see such a course adopted. We need an amendment 
also to the school law to reach all teachers, including holders of 
four years and State certificates alike, &c., in its compuloory 
features with reference to Institutes. Also an amendment is 
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needed to empower Examining Boards to issue (or renew) four 
years certificates on one examination at the expiration of said 
certificates. Pledging anew my co operation with you in the 
school work, and thanking you for the many courtisies extended 
to me in the past, I am yours, <&c. 



MORGAN COUNTY FOR 1889.— S. B. Edmibton, Sup't. 

I hereby submit my annual report of the condition of the pub 
lie schools of Morgan county for the year ending June 30, 1889. 
The financial condition of the school fund is good, and you will 
see that all the districts have a surplus in the treasury. We have 
good school houses, roomy, pleasantly located and well ventilated; 
most of them are furnished with improved desks and other com- 
forts. 

Our teachers are rapidly improving their educational qualifica- 
tions, both in the various branches taught in our schools and in 
the ^rt of teaching. Mauy of them attend normal schools during 
the summer months, thus securing the best training from skilled 
instructors. 

Most of the old teachers have abandoned the profession and 
have left the field to the young, who are giving the fresh vigor of 
youth to the work. 

The school term should be increased to not less than six months 
and the salaries of the teachers should be increased, and these ill 
paid servants would then receive a compensation worthy of their 
calling. The office of county superintendent should be made a 
position of honor, aud a salary given sufficient to support him, so 
he could give his whole time to the interests of our schools. Un- 
der the present system he is compelled to secure some other situ- 
ation with it, so he can earn sufficient to keep above want. 

The study of physiology and hygiene does not meet the full sup- 
port of the patrons of our schools. Many refuse to buy the neces- 
sary books and the teacher is then compelled to give oral in- 
struction. This difficulty may soon be overcome when the ob- 
jectors see the good resulting from this study. 

Taking everything into consideration, we think our teachers 
and schools stand side by side with the schools of other counties 
of this State, as well as some of the other States, 



MORGAN COUNTY FOR 1890.— R, M. Fisher, Sup't. 

{No vyritten report) 
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MoDOWELL COUNTY FOB 1889.— J. H. Shannon, Sup't 

{No written report) 



McDowell county for 1890.— James H. shannon, Sup't. 

{No written report.) 



NICHOLA.S COUNTY FOR 1889.— W. S. Hendbkson, Sup't, 

{No written report.) 



NICHOLA.S COUNTY FOR 1890.— Henry B. Davis, Sup't. 

{No written reports) 



OHIO COUNTY FOR 1889.— J. F. Foreman, Sup't. 

The present school law fails to give general satisfaction. We 
had hoped, that the legislature at its last session would repeal 
many of the objectionable features, and substitute that which 
would be more harmonious and progressive. 

Compulsory attendance at school is a necessary and direct move 
toward good citizenship, and by neglecting to take this impor- 
tant step, we yearly present to the iState many nuisances, instead 
of manly, upright and useful citizens. 

The manner of appointing trustees causes much dissatisfaction 
in many of the sub- districts, for the reason 'tis very often manip- 
ulated in the interests of incompetent teachers. Even, members of 
District Boards sometimes accept the position through personal 
motive or relative benefit, rather than public interest. 

Too many hoys and girls teaching (or rather keeping school), 
who secure positions through a relative's official power. And we 
have many throughout the State following the profession, who are 
not in many respects adapted to make a success of the work. 

We have many good, earnest and practical teachers, whose daily 
instruction is worth many times the amount of remuneration re- 
ceived, and who return the children to their homes in the evening 
with more useful knowledge than when he received them in the 
morning, but many of this class of teachers fail to procure situa- 
tions because of the aforementioned manipulations. 

There is a class of teachers inhabiting our Mountain State, who 
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consume time with no good results, but who open school in the 
morning, call a class, ask the questions at the bottom of page, as- 
sign next lesson, class dismissed, (^^Only this and nothing more"), 
during the day having the usual intermissions, dismiss at 4 o'clock, 
and go home inwardly singing one day's march near a month's 
salary. From such, turn aside. 

As I made suggestions in my last report in regard to beneficial 
changes that might be made in the school law, I shall offer noth- 
ing further. Your suggestions submitted to the legislature at its 
last session were excellent, and would have advanced materially 
the school interests of the State had they been approved by that 
body. But we'll hope for their consideration in the future. 

I thank you for many favors received and courteDus treat- 
ment during my term of office. 



OHIO COUNTY FOR 1890.— W. 0. Weidman, Sup't. 

{No written report) 



PENDLETON COUNTY FOR 1889.— G. W. Davjs, Sup't. 

{No written report.) 



PENDLETON COUNTY FOR 1890.— Wm. F. McQuain, Sup't. 

I herewith transmit my annual report of the condition of the 
public schools of my county for the year ending June 30, 1890. 

I have used every means in my power to make the report cor- 
rect. It is difficult to obtain correct reports from all the secre- 
taries, though 1 have labored hard ^to have, the errors corrected, 
and believe that my report is, in the main, correct. 

I visited a majority of the schools and found most'of them do- 
ing fairly well, and the teachers appeared^to be in earnest. 

Our institute, which convened in Franklin last August, was 
well attended and much interest manifested by teachers and the 
public generally. Dr. J. D. Bucher is considered an able instruc- 
tor and all were well pleased with the efficient manner in which 
he conducted the institute. 



PLEASANTS COUNTY FOR 1889— L. A. Ellis, Sup't. 

I have been delayed by the secretaries not making their reports 
early, and in fact the secretaries have been, in some of the dis- 
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tricts, delayed from makinfi; their reports antil the past two weeks 
for the reason that some of the Boards of Edacation did not meet 
to settle with the sheriff until the latter part of July. 

ExpLAVATOHS. — In Lafayette district yon will find in item 114 
the amount paid the secretary $20. This is explained by the sec- 
retary of that district, as occurring by the former secretary re- 
signing after serving part of the second year and the board al- 
loT^ed him $5 for his serviced for that tune. This will give the 
present secretary only $10 for the present year's sidary, which 
will appear in my next annual report. Two examinations were 
held for the year 1888, and forty-nine teachers were examined, 
including those who were re examined, giving fifty-six teachers 
for the county, including members of the Board of Examiners 
and those holding four-year certificates. 

I feel that the schools of the county are rising to a higher plane 
and that our teachers are becoming more alive to the work each 
year. The school at St. Marys, hitherto an ungraded school, by 
the efforts of the Board of Education, has been made a graded 
school, and I feel assured will be greatly benefitted thereby. 



PLEASANTS COUNTY FOR 1890.— L. A. Ellis, Sup't. 

The schools of my county have made decided advancement in 
the past year. There is decidedly more interest manifested by 
the patrons and pupils for more wide-awake and advanced work 
than ever heretofore in the schools. The teachers are making 
greater efforts to do better work, especially this is true with the 
younger class of teachers. Old methods are being thrown over- 
board and more advanced methods adopted and advanced. 

One graded school has been established in the town of St. 
Marys, with very fair success. 

I hoped to see some definite plan for a graduation system in 
our primary schools before this, and still deem it an important 
step that can not be taken too soon, and still hope to see it estab- 
lished uniformly throughout the State. A full attendance of our 
quta of teachers allowed in the Normal Schools of the State oc- 
curred for the first time in the history of our county, and all 
seemed highly pleased and greatly benefitted with the results 
and more young teachers will attend the ensuing school year. 
We need more teachers who have had a normal training to take 
charge of our schools, that we may have more uniformity of 
methods, and therefore a more rapid advancement. A lack of 
legislation in the proper direction is as a clog to the wheel in our 
educational advancement. I think the time has long since ar- 
rived that the Free Schools of the State have become not only an 
established fact but an absolute necesEity to the minds of all fair 
minded citizens ; therefore let that law be repealed that calls our 
voters every two years to vote ''For the levy," or ''Against the 
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levy. " Let the minimum number of months be six, and a good 
salary given our teachers, and the means provided for a more 
thorough county supervision, and our State school tax increased 
to twenty cents, and a few years will find the "Little Mountain 
State'' standing in the front ranks in educational matters. 



POCAHONTAS COUNTY FOR 1889.— M. G. Mathews, Sup't, 

The general condition of the [school interest of our county is 
good and is gradually improving. 

We have an element among our population antagonistic to the 
Free School system, but by proper management this element can 
not exist very long. I visited most of ttie schools and found them 
doing good work and with better attendance than usual. The 
qualifications of our teachers are, year by year improving, and 
the result is better management and better methods of teaching. 

One great drawback in the profession of teaching is the low 
salaries paid. 

One who makes a success in teaching will also be successful in 
other callings, hence when teaching fails to compensate him, he 
will seek employment more remunerative, and the consequence 
is, the inexperienced teacher is constantly taking the place of the 
experienced. A teacher of fifteen years' experience is offered no 
better pay in the common schools than one who has never taught, 
if their certificate be of the same grade. 

There are a few teachers with us, I am sorry to say, who are not 
of the spirit of the true teacher, and will in the near future have 
to seek a business more congenial to their nature. 

Our legislature should increase the term of school from four to 
five or six months, and the minimum salaries for teachers be raised 
to thirty dollars for a No. 1 certificate, and twenty-six dollars for 
a No. 2, and the No. 3 dispensed with. 

During my visits among the schools, I have carefully observed 
both teachers and pupils ; and while I was gratified to find pro- 
gressive, earnest and industrious teachers, and active, promising 
pupils, I discovered that there still exists deficiencies in the con- 
struction of school houses which might be remedied if the proper 
persons were elected to the Boards of Education. Greater care 
has been exercised in the last few years in the selection of sites 
for school buildings than formerly. 

Had proper judgment in this direction been exercised in the be- 
ginning, the sanitary condition of our school premises would have 
been better to-day. 



POCAHONTAS COUNTY FOR 1890— M. G. Mathews, Sup't 

I beg pardon lor not getting my report in sooner, but it was im - 
possible to do so. I have urged the secretaries to make an early 
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and co^ect report, but after receiving and looking over them I 
found three of them incorrect. I returned their reports, and after 
some time got them again, saying that they had corrected every- 
thing as far as it was in their power to do so, and that it was al 
most impossible to make a correct report, owing to so much care- 
lessness of the late sheriffs. So, if my report is not correct, it will 
be impossible for me to correct it. 



PRESTON COUNTY FOR 1889— B. M. Squires, Sup't. 

Especial care has been taken to have the statistics correct. 

The attendance of pupils during the year past, with the excep- 
tion of two districts, which districts had a scourge of measles, ex - 
ceeded that of any previous one. There are still a large number 
who avail themselves of school privileges sparingly ; there are 
others (the number is yearly decreasing), who absent themselves 
entirely from the benefits and advantages of our noble Free 
Schools. In most, if not all, these cases the parents of the unfor- 
tunate children, who ought to be pupils, are to blame. The only 
remedy I can suggest for this is for the law to inflict punishment 
on the parents. Some reform in this respect deserves and de- 
mands the atten-ion of our Legislature. It certainly behooves 
those "who alone can prepare, and cause to be executed, the most 
stringent measures, to stop the rearing of children in such alarm- 
ing ignorance. There are a few parents in each of our eight dis- 
tricts who would fall the victims of such a law. May the num- 
ber grow less each year. 

If a system of public instruction be necessary to preserve our 
Government and republican institutions — and no sane man pre- 
tends to deny it— surely, it is the duty of the State, the only re- 
sponsible guardian of public morals and political life, to inaus;ur- 
ate such methods and enact such laws, as will instill in the minds 
of its youth, the important principles of morality, justice and a 
love for our country. 

The marked improvement of many of our school houses, and the 
interest our school officials take in their work has had a good in- 
fluence in the school work of the county. We venture the asser- 
tion that Kingwood Academy is equal to any school building of 
like dimensions in the State. The interior of this building is as 
systematically arranged and as attractive a school-room as it has 
ever been my privilege to see. 

SoppLEMBNTARY READING. — There is scarcely any branch of study 
now being taught in our country schools but can be more easily 
and readily enforced by supplemental reading. This fact I have 
seen fully demonstrated in several of our schools, by some of our 
most active and progressive teachers who furnished the books, 
often at their own expense, or their pupils. A lesson in geography 
will suggest " Robinson Crusoe," " Grant's Tour Around the 
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World," " The KoUo Book8,"etc. A lesson in history will suggest 
Longfellow's "Hiawatha," Mrs. Stowe's "Mayflower," Baw- 
thorne's " Twice Told Tales," etc., etc. A start at this good work 
has been commenced, and I predict that good results are sure to 
follow its inauguration. 

Our Institute last year was one of unusual interest. Prof. T. 
0. Miller, of Fairmont, and 0. C. Showalter, late Principal of the 
schools of West Union, were the conductors. Both gentlemen 
are able and interested in the good work, and their earnest and 
practical suggestions seemed to elicit the careful consideration of 
our teachers. 

The subject of prescribing a " Course of Study," has been fa- 
vorably discussed at all our educational meetings, and its adop- 
tion will have no opposition in this section. The advisibility of 
this progressive step is admitted by all who have given the mat- 
ter proper consideration, and needs no discussion to win it advo- 
cates. 

We tried to ««vstematize our school work and keep a record of 
our teachers. To do this, we devised the following blank, a copy 
of which was given to each applicant, who was required to answer 
all the questions and furnish the data asked for, before work was 
assigned him in an examination. These blanks were collected and 
have been carefully kept : 

Examination Record.— Answer the following questions, certify 
and enclose certificate of Institute attendance and examination 
fee, along with this Examination Record. 

1. What is your age? 

2. Where and how long have you taught? 

3. Do you keep a thermometer in your school-room ? 

4. Do you keep a dictionary for the use of yourself and pupils ? 

5. How many examinations have you passed, and what grade 
of certificate was last granted you ? 

6. In what district will you teach ? 

7. What institutions other than the common schools have you 
attended? 

8. Whose works have you read on teaching, and for what School 
Journals have vou subscribed ? 

9. I hereby aflBlrm that I will neither give nor receive aid in the 
preparation of my manuscripts ? 

Date 18 . 

, Applicant. 

From the above blank it is an easy matter to tell the experi- 
ence a teacher has had in his work ; and I find the record a great 
help to the Superintendent. From these blanks we learned the 
average age of our teachers, which is 24 1-5 years. 

I also prepared a blank to use in visiting schools, which I found 
of considerable value as a refeience book. After finishing my 
visits I bound the leaves, and I can now refer to the book and in 
a moment's time know the size of any school -room in the county, 
the kind, number and condition of seats, number of yards of 
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black-board, etc., etc. This yolume I will carefully keep for fu< 
tare use. Following h the form : 

COUNTT SUP£RINTENDENr'S MEMORANDUM. 

District Sub- district No , known as the school. 

Teacher. 

School-house is enclosed Kind, number and condition 

of seats : 

Facilities for ventilating Temperature of school-room 

Size of house is — z ... feet and height is ... . feet to ceiling. 

Sq. Yds. of black board Number and condition of wall maps 

and charts . . . 

The teacher has — regular program for the school exercises. . . 

Enrollment ; enumeration — ; causes assigned for the 

absentees 

Number of different recitations heard daily . . . 

Number of pupils studying each of the following branches : Or- 
thography ; Reading — ; Writing . . . ; Mental Arithmetic ; 

Written Arithmetic ; Language Lesions ; English Gram- 
mar ; Descriptive Geography ; Physical Geography ; 

History ; Algebra 

General remarks .... 

School visited , 18 . . 

Our teachers' ranks were greatly strengthened last year by the 
accession of C 0, Showalter, Esq. His outspoken work in Insti- 
tute, and his clear and positive suggestions, have placed him in 
the front rank, and his locating in Preston county is of great value 
to our schools. 

In my judgment the County Superintendent should be paid a 
living salary, and be made the custodian of the school money of 
the county. The present plan of handling the finances is not sat- 
isfactory. It would take an immense amount of work for any one 
to find the financial standing of the school affairs of a county, as 
matters are arranged, and I venture the assertion that it can't be 
done systematically and business like until it is made the busi- 
ness of one man to do it. Our Boards will settle with the sheriff 
once a year, but when the sheriff makes his settlement with the 
county, the settlements made with the different Boards are never 
taken as correct, the court always having to adjust and correct 
these settlements. 

Besides a large number of our teachers who attended select 
schools taught in our county last summer and fall, Preston was 
well represented in the State Normol School at Fairmont, and at 
the West Virginia University. Over 60 per cent, of our teachers 
spent a part of the year in attending school. 

In retiring from the office of Oounty Superintendent, I feel 
gratified to know that during]my term of four years as such officer, 
our schools have greatly improved, and that our teachers have 
made rapid strides toward making their calling a profession. 
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In conclusion, I deaire to thank the citizens of Preston county 
for their hospitality shown daring my labors for them ; and to the 
teachers, school officials, and all who aided me in the noble work. 



PRESTOX COUNTY FOR 1890— B. H. Elsby, Sup't 

{No written report.) 



PUTNAM COUNTY FOR 1889— Clark Craig, Sup't. 

{No written report) 



PUTNAM COUNTY FOR 1890— J. S. Parkins, Sup't. 

{No written report) 



RALEIGH COUNTY FOR 1889-C. P. Stovbb, Sup't. 

{No written report.) 



RALEIGH COUNTY FOR 1890— Jambs Bryson, Sup't, 

{No written report.) 



RANDOLPH COUNTY FOR 1889.— P. F. Madden, Sup't. 

In submitting my second annual report of the condition and 
necessities of the schools of Randolph county, my remarks shall 
be mainly concerning the deficiencies which render them ineffi- 
cient. I visited as many of them during my first year as circum- 
stances would permit. It was a matter of impossibility to give 
them that attention that their condition demanded, there being 
ninety schools scattered over a territory several hundred miles 
in extent, sparsely settled, interspersed with forests, crossed by 
flowing streams unbridged, having roads almost impassable the 
greater part of the year, and no fixed time to open the school 
term which is only of four months duration. During my visits I 
concerned myself more as to the teachers' work and their ability 
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to measure up to a teacher's standard than anything connected 
with my work. Occasionally making such suggestions to the 
teachers in private, as I deemed most conducive of good results, 
and at the same time taking such notes as would enable me here- 
after to know my teachers, as a superintendent should know those 
whom he will be expected to test as to their qualifications for the 
sacred position of teacher, and as well to be able to give such 
needed advice as their varied necessities seem to require. I more 
than ever realized the truth of the axiom: *'As the teacher is so 
is the school," and after summing the whole situation I said there 
is reality in the Hollandish motto: ''As the inspection is so is 
the school." I determined to lay the ax at the root of the evil by 
making my future examinations such tests as would enable me 
to know that the young men and women who obtained my signa- 
ture were in every sent-e of the word that which they were said 
to be. Then as a guardian of the interests of the future men and 
women of our country, I could have something to begin with the 
coming year. My first step was to only examine so many teach- 
ers at a time as we could oversee properly, and in this way pre- 
vent this process called ''Certificate Getting." I was over-ruled 
in this by my associate members who seemed to be overwhelmed 
by a so-called public sentiment which said "The old way forever!" 
They decided to hold an examination that would please their 
fancies; I did not acquiese, for I had already surveyed every inch 
of the ground and was looking forward for better days for our 
school system. Besides I did not wish to be called upon to per- 
jure myself with my eyes open, blight the prospects of youthful 
teachers and ruin our schools. Out of sixty five teachers about 
three fourths of them obtained No. 1 certificates. I had the nom- 
inating this year of associates for one of mine of last year, I took 
a vote as to the advisability of my plan, it carried by a three- 
fourths majority. Out of the same number that were examined 
at the first examination last year only eleven obtained No. 1 
grade. The questions were very nearly of equal weight in each 
case, being the most simple book questions purely. For good and 
sufScient reasons already stated I visited, but few of the schools 
during my last year, because my labors of the first year were all 
for naught, and I considered it the merest sham for me to visit 
schools with teachers thus licensed. Our State seems slow to leg- 
islate changes of any character, but with regard to our Free 
Schools this is particularly so. I hope the day is not far distant 
when our legislators will follow in the beaten track of many other 
nations and well suited examples in almost every city and town 
in the American Union and establish a system of superintend- 
ence that will have for its object the elevation of the rural dis- 
trict school. I know the croaking of many of our most trust- 
worthy citizens has been heard complaining over the needless 
expense of a county superinteudent. and complaining that they 
have been of no benefit, etc. These are men I have no doubt 
who may know how to count the profits of their broad acres, and 
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perhaps who have received a liberal homespun edacation, and are 
able to school theirs, regardless of Free Schools, but are they 
philanthropists? Are they men that know the need of having a 
central head even on a farm ? I dare say they can answer my 
last qaestion best. It is a decided fact, that whether in civil, 
military or religious affairs there must be a supervising power, 
and this center post of whatever cost it may be, if it does its duty, 
is after all the cheapest, most money-saving and surest guide to 
success. It is not enough that we have a county superintendent 
in such counties as ours. We should have at least one for every 
twenty- five schools or a fraction thereof over twelve, for in this 
way can superintendence be made practical and not nominal. If 
it is desirable that our schools be visited at all, they should be 
visited in the beginning by some competent person having author- 
ity and the care of the schools, and their teachers as well, over 
whom he may be placed. They should be men chosen for their 
educational knowledge, their ability and willingness to do their 
whole duty. Their sole care should be the furtherance of school 
interests. Their visits should be Irequent, and at each successive 
visit the aim bhould be to determine the true status of the school, 
and if needed gently take the teacher and school by the hand 
and lead them out of the rut. These superintendents should of 
themselves form an Educational Board, and before and after their 
respective visits should meet and discuss fully the true condition 
of the schools and suggest uniform plans of operation to be car- 
ried out in each school in the county. Were we in possession of 
such a system of supervision, regardless of apparent cost, we 
would soon see our schools present a new phase, and our teachers 
in time cease to be an army of incompetent, trembling stayers, 
not teachers. The effect would at once be magical. The princi- 
pal results would be: 

1. Organization that would be uniform. 

2. Proper classification. 

3. More satisfactory results from teacher and pupil. 

4. It would improve our teachers. 

6. The work of graduation would be rendered easier. 

6. Regular attendance. 

7. Superintendence in its true sense. 

8. The lile of our schools. 

Our Legislature should see to it that our system be changed 
in regard to supervision, and also that our lands be properly re- 
assessed next spring, according to cash value and quality, both 
the improved and unimproved. This would give us many more 
thousand dollars of school money in the rural districts of 
such counties as Randolph. It is all important that we have 
reassessors that will regard the welfare of the people, not as sec- 
ondary to the the land owners' interest, many of whom have from 
1,000 to 20,000 acres of the most valuable lands of our county as- 
sessed at a mere pittance per acre, when their cash asking price 
is far in excess of twenty times the assessed value. 
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The passage of the Blair Educational Bill would be recognized 
as a boom by Free Schcol men of every shade of political opin- 
ion, as it would enable us to have a longer school term, and in 
many instances to pay higher salaries without impoverishing our 
people. It would be a good idea, if it should become a law at 
any future day, for our Legislature to try and have it expended 
exclusive oi county and State moneys and the four months law, 
this would leave anti-school men no pretext to U3e it for their 
own selfish ends, as are the moneys at present. 



RANDOLPH COUNTY FOE 1S90— 0. S. Mooee, Sup't. 

I think the school interests of the county are growing. Public 
sentiment is in favor of a higher grade of teachers and better 
wages. Boards of Education are building good houses in all the 
districts as fast as they can and in some cases furnishing them with 
patent desks, globes and charts. A new brick house was com- 
pleted in Beverly this year, at a cost of $2,500. Our teachers 
have not the sympathy and support of the people that they should 
have. The people will not send their children to school. Out of 
an enumeration of 4,136 we have an attendance of 1,648. This 
bad attendance is not caused entirely by bad teachers, for fre- 
quently we find our best teachers have the poorest attendance. 
I think a compulsory pchool law would be beneficial to Randolph 
county. The free school business is handled too loosely here. 
Boards are very careless about getting deeds for school house lots. 
School trustees do very little but sign contracts and orders. They 
should be paid for their time, then compelled to do their duty as 
laid down in the law. Presidents of the Boards should be paid 
for going to the county seat to appoint the Examining Board. 

Considering everything, I think the schools in this county com- 
pare favorably with those of adjoining counties, and that the fu- 
ture prospects of Randolph county are brighter to-day than they 
have ever been before. 



RITCHIE COUNTY FOR 1889— C. E, Haddox, Sup't. 

(iVi? written report) 



RITCHIE COUNTY FOR 1890.— J. H. Nichol, Sup't. 

(iVJ? written report.) 
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KOANE COUNTY FOR 1889,— M. F. Lewellen, Supt. 

{No written report.) 



KOANE COUNTY FOR 1890.— M. F. Lewellen, Sap't. 

{No written report) 



SUMMERS COUNTY FOR 1889-V. V. Austin, Sup't. 

{No written report) 



SUMMERS COUNTY FOR 1880.— J. F. Lilly, Supt. 

I herewith submit my first annual report of the public Schools 
of Summers County for the year ending June, 30, 1890. 

Considering all the surrounding circumstances, our schools have 
made fair progress during this year. 

The Boards of Education, as a general thing, are composed of 
men who are trying their utmost power to raise the profession of 
teaching in this county to what it ought to be, by building better 
houses than have been built heretofore and furnishing them with 
maps, dictionaries, charts, &c., which will be a great benefit to 
the teacher in his work. 

The financial standing of our Boards is good, as you will per- 
ceive from the report, there is a balance in the treasury of both 
funds in most all of the districts in the county. 

I think the school work in our county is in a prosperous condi- 
tion and that the outlook for the future is encouraging. 

I visited ninety schools out of the one hundred and eleven in 
the county last year, and found most them in fair standing, and 
the teachers doing a good work. 



TAYLOR COUNTY FOR 1889.— S. B. Ayers, Supt. 

We have fifty-two schools in this county, employing seventy- 
six teachers ; of the schools, four are for colored children, with one 
colored teacher. 

You will notice that the amount expended for contingencies for 
Court House District, $201.39, of this $173.23 was paid to West 
Grafton Independent District, this amount being West Grafton's 
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share of money in the treasury at the time it was made an Inde- 
pendent District. 

Fetterman and Pruntytown Independent Districts levy nothing 
for building fund, and Fetterman does not report items of expense 
that would belong to that fund. Pruntytown does, and I have 
put the items in their proper places without extending the totals 
and have carried the totals back to teacher's fund statement and 
have marked them and placed explanatory notes at the bottom of 
page containing sach totals. Hike the new blank very well, but 
am sorry that no place was provided to report the 2^ per cent, dis- 
count allowed by the sheriff, to those who pay their taxes promptly. 
I also see that you have left out the place for reporting money- 
overdrawn last year in statement of building fund. 

Our schools did very good work in the past year, considering 
that five of them were compelled to suspend on account of mea- 
sles, and others were greatly reduced in attendance. I think our 
teachers are improving in spite of some of the Boards of Educa- 
tion, acting as though they thought that teachers ought to thor- 
oughly prepare themselves for the work of teaching, and then 
work for laborer's wages. The highest rate paid by our common 
school districts is $36 for No. 1 certificates. $30 for No. 2, and $25 
for No. 3 ; and lowest rate, $30 for No. 1, $28 for No. 2, and $18 
for No. 3. The one that pays most for No. 1, pays least for No. 3, 
and the one that pays least for No. 1 pays most for No. 3, so of 
course, the No. I's gets [employment where the pay is best and 
those who pay so little for No. 1, and not much less for No. 3, can 
get only a limited number of good experienced teachers, and have 
to fill up with young teachers with No. 3 certificates. Grafton 
Graded School has a graduating system, and under control of Pro- 
fessor U. S. Fleming, is doing excellent work ; seven pupils were 
granted diplomas at the close of last term, and they passed a very 
rigid examination and gained high marks of merit, and I have 
noticed that the graduates of that school on county examinations 
always present very nicely executed manuscripts and generally 
carry off some of the best certificates. In bidding good-bye, I 
must thank you for the kindnesses which you have ever shown 
me in my official capacity. 



TAYLOR COUNTY FOE 1890— T. B. Fordyce, Sup't: 

In presenting to you my first annual report of the condition of 
the schools of Taylor county, I am glad to be able to say to you 
that they are making rapid progress, and were far more efficient 
during the year just closed than ever before. The widespread 
and rapidly growing sentiment of better, higher and more effi- 
cient education that is sweeping over this countrv, as well as the 
whole educational world, seems to have taken hold of the people, 
and especially, the teachers of Taylor county. In proof of this 
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tbe attendance at oar County Institute last August was large, and 
it proved to be perhaps, the best one ever held in the county. 
The session were largely attended also, by citizens and friends of 
education generally, and at our night meetings the large Court 
room was crowded even to the available standing room, whereas 
a few years ago these same meetings would scarcely be attended 
by more than a score. Also the inefficient teachers are those who 
are not willing to keep up with the advance in the profession are 
being left without schools, only two No. 3 teachers employed in 
the county during the past school year and comparatively few 
No. 2f and I do not know of any teacher in the county who did 
not do fair work in the schoolroom, and some of our schools, 
notably those of the town of Grafton, will compare favorably with 
any in the State. 

The hindering causes are, a lack of interest in persons to send 
their children to school. While there were 4^\3d children enu- 
merated in the county there were only 2,913 of them who attended 
school at all and these only averaged 2,031 or a little less than 
half. The people ought to be educated up to the importance of 
keeping their children at school regularly. However the senti- 
ment of our people is now largely in favor of a "compulsory 
attendance" law and for a longer school term. The schools out- 
side the towns are destitute of any kind of apparatus, not even a 
reading chart or numeral frame. I recommended all boards of 
education that did not have to purchase at once, and other appara- 
tus, if they Jelt that they could. Some boirds pay for "trarftferred 
pupils" out of the "Teacher's Fund." I had this matter corrected 
as far as I possibly could, but in some cases it could not be done. 
Owing to severe sickness during the winter I was not able to visit 
all the schools, but will make a great effort to do so the coming 
season. In conclusion, I will say that teachers and all school offi- 
cers have labored faithfully with me and with each other to make 
good schools and advance the cause of education generally, and I 
hereby publicly express thanks for uniform kindness and many acts 
of courtesy. 



TUCKER COUNTY FOR 1889— H. J. Dumirb, Sup't. 

There are, as you will see from the report, fifty- three schools 
in the county, an increase over last year of seven schools. All of 
which I visited except 5 ; would have visited all but from the fact 
that some were taught at the times when I could not pDssibly 
reach them. 

The schools were in session four month3 in all the districts ex- 
cept at Davis, in Fairfax district, where the school was continued 
eight months. 

The educational interests are advancing all through the county ; 
the people take more interest in the success and welfare of the 
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children, contemplating better houses, better seats for the chil- 
dren, and are becoming more liberal and favorable to our system 
of iree education. 

W« have at Davis a good school that has been under the prin- 
cipalsbipofH. A. Mayer, with Miss G. L. Head and Percival 
Santz as assistants, that has been doing very good work, and 
promises good results in the future under the principalship of 
Howard Wagoner. 

The St. George Academy, under Prof. Manning, has been mov- 
ing along, and at the commencement in June graduated 0. J. 
Maxwell, Misses Cora Callihan and Ada Adams. 

I think the teachers, for the coming term, will win the admira- 
tion and respect of the patrons, as the Board of Examiners raised 
the standard of teachers by their rigid examinations, held at the 
close ot the school year, and I sincerely hope that my successor 
in office, Mr. Ramsey, may continue to elevate the grade and pro- 
ficiency of teachers and thereby promote the interests of the peo- 
ple by way of giving to the pupils better teachers. 

We had a very interesting and successful institute held at Davis 
City, conducted by Prof. Showalter, of Kingwood, W. Va. A very 
good attendance of teachers and others interested in school work 
were present and gave us their earnest support. 

In conclusion I desire to express my thanks for the cordial and 
hearty support given me by you and the respective Boards of Edu- 
cation of Tucker county, and to the people of my county for the 
kindness shown me during my term of office. 



TUCKER COUNTY FOR 1890— J. W. Ramsey, Sup't. 

{No written report.) 



TYLER COUNTY FOR 1889.— S. G. Pyle, Sup't. 

The condition of the Free Schools of Tyler county, at the close 
of the past school year, shows no gains over the school year end- 
ing June 30, 1888- The enumeration has declined from 4,422 in 
1888, to 4,390 in 1889 ; with all the improvements in our school 
buildings and facilities for teaching, the parents of our county 
have not availed themselves of the opportunities of free schools 
as they should, from the fact that the average daily attendance 
has also been on the decline. We do not think there are many 
conclusions to be sought, for a solution of the difficulties ; the 
schools demand more attractiveness, energy and progress on the 
part of us teachers, linked with a provision in our school law that 
will bring the parents to the responsibility of schooling their 
children at least ten weeks out of each school year. 
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TYLER COUNTY FOE 1890~M. V. Underwood, Sup't. 

In submitting my first annual report of the schools of Tyler 
County, I desire to say that I find our schools doing, generally 
good work; some doiag all that one can expect, while a very few 
are progressing slowly. 

The boards have made improvements in the way of building 
and repairing houses, fitting the schooh with patent seats, charts, 
dictionaries,etc. Our teachers are making; rapid improvement as 
the result of our last examination will fully attest. We had some 
very good summer schools taught, among which were three Nor- 
mals ihat were very largely attended by our teachers — one at 
Sistersville, by Prof. A. B. Wilson ; Middlebourne, by Prof. J. W. 
Hawkins ; Centreville, by Prof. L. J. Corbly. The La Grippe 
caused the average per cent, to be much lower than it would 
otherwise have been, yet the teachers labored earnestly with the 
few that remained in school, maiating quite an interest when the 
attendance was so small. From the statistical reports I find that 
the average daily attendance is not more than one-half of the 
youths enumerated. This can not be remedied until we have a 
compulsory school law, for they are children of parents who are 
not aware of the great responsibility resting upon them ; they 
should be compelled to discharge a parents duty. 



UPSHUR COUNTY FOR 1889.— F. P. Sexton, Sup't. 

{No written report ) 



UPSHUR COUNTY FOR 1890.— W. B. Outright, Sup't. 

It is with some hesitancy I submit my first annual report. From 
the fact of my inefficiency and incompetency our schools have 
not made as much progress and improvement as they otherwise 
would. It consoles me though to some extent at least to know I 
have labored hard and earnestly for the success of the free schools 
in this county. I am proi|d to say that the condition of our 
schools, so far as the work done by the teacher is concerned, is 
very good. Our teachers are making vigorous efforts to improve 
themselves, and I may truthfully say are succeeding well Dur- 
ing the past year many of our teachers have attended the West 
Virginia Academy, at which place they have received excellent 
instruction. 

During the present summer, we have had a Summer Normal 
at Buckhannon, taught by Jay F. Ogden, who has done his work 
in the most approved style. I desire to say that I believe the 
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schools of this county are on the advance and if the school affairs 
are put into the proper hands, will continue to improve. 

The spirit of education is on the increase in this county, yet I 
fear the small salary paid will cause many of our best teachers 
to leave us and engage in other business. In submitting this re- 
port, I must say 1 have endeavored to perform the duties of my 
office in such a way as will promote the the interest and welfare of 
the public. 



WAYNE COUNTY FOR 1889.— L. Dickkrson, Sup't. 

The schools of Wayne county are in a much better condition 
than they were four Jyears ago. Teachers, pupils and patrons 
seem to be taking greater interest. It would help the cause of 
education in Wayne county, if we had harder examinations, and 
we would have harder examinations if the Boards of Education 
would give better pay. Our ranks have been broken by death 
four times only in the last four years. 



WAYNE COUNTY FOR 1890— G. W. Fiiazier, Sup't. 

I have the honor herewith to submit to you my first annual 
report of the condition of the Free Schools of Wayne county lor 
the year ending June 30, 1890. 

The financial condition of our county i«j good, reports show a 
surplus of funds in nearly every district. There was a special levy 
of the building fund in Stonewall district of 40 cents on the $100, 
of real and personal property, which is included in my report. 

I note, with pleasure, the interest manifested by the Boards of 
Education, teachers, trustees and patrons, in the advancement of 
education. The interest is much greater than it was a few years 
ago. The several boards of education are building new 
frame school houses all over the county, and teachers are doing 
good work ; but I was really surprised to find (in Secretaries' re- 
ports) that only a few teachers of our county subscribe for Educa- 
tional Journals. I visited one hundred and twelve of the one hun- 
dred and twenty six schools in operation last fall and winter and 
found most of them doing good work.rln some instances, however, 
the schools are in the hands of young and inexperienced teachers, 
who, no doubt, will find that much may be learned by experience. 



WEBSTER COUNTY FOR 1889— W. B. Stanard, Sup't. 
You will see from this, 1,288 pupils are ewoHed, while we only 
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have an average attendance of 818. Four hundred and seventy 
have enrolled, but did not attend the schools. 

Our total enumeration is 1,809, Thus you see that 521 have 
never been in the schools at alU 

470+521=991 who should have attended the schools, but for 
some cause have not. Now, who is to blame for this ? Both the 
teachers and parents. 

The school system will never be perfect in the country until we 
get all the children of school age in the schools. I think this will 
gradually come to pass. 



WEBSTER COUNTY FOR 1890.— E. H. Morton, Sup't. 

I hereby submit my annual report. I had some trouble in get- 
ting correct reports from some of the secretaries, but think you 
will find the information given reliable. Our schools are making 
fair progress. The financial condition of the several districts is 
in better shape than it was last year, and by proper management 
the boards can meet the demands for the coming year. 

I am proud to be able to speak of the progressive spirit exist- 
ing among our teachers, especially those just entering the profes- 
sion. Most attended select schools the present season. We have 
organized a Reading Circle, and the course includes the best pro- 
fessional and scientific works we were capable of selecting Prof, 
ninkle helped us to organize, and his labors at our Institute were 
certainly of priceless value. We held district associations, where 
experiences, opinions and ideas were freely expressed and dis- 
cussed. I have made as great an effort as I could to rai^e the 
standard of education in my county, and have been liberally sup- 
ported by some of our teachers. 

I would call attention to one fact. You will see, by reference 
to my report, that in our district the levy for the Teacher's Fund, 
including that for back indebtedness was $1.10 on the hundred. 
This within itself, is proof that our present system of taxation is 
unfair. In a county like Webster, not improved by railroads, 
newly settled, it is a burden on the taxpayers of the county to sup- 
port the Free School system. I am in favor of a State tax sufficient 
to run all the schools in the State four months, and make the 
County Superintendent of the several counties the Treasurer for 
his county. I, also think, the law should be so changed as to 
make the County Superintendent's term of office four years in- 
s ead of two, with a salary sufficient to justify him in devoting 
Lis whole time to the work. 



WETZEL COtTNTY FOR 1889.— 0. A, McAllister, Sup't, 

{No written report.) 
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WETZEL COUNTY FOR 1890.— Jno. S. Wadb, Sup't, 

{No written report.) 



WIRT OOUNY FOE 1889— M. B. Edmokdson, Sup't. 

The year closed, gave us a good step forward. Nearly all of 
the Free Schools in our county were good. Some very good. A 
great amount of good is being done in our " select schools. 

In retiring from school work, I feel glad of our progress. I 
wish it had been greater— it might have been — yea, ought to have 
been greater. 

I think the financial condition of every district is good^ and be- 
ing improved. 

The Independent District of Burning Springs, whilst not free 
from debt, I think has taken a very safe way out of her liabilities, 
(on the Building Fund). 

Thanks for favors from your department. 



WIRT COUNTY FOR 1890— W. Lester, Sup't. 

Our schools are in good condition. The teachers labored under 
many disadvantages, but on the whole, did good work. 

The insufficiency of their wages, the lack of necessary appara- 
tus, the frequent indifference of the parents, are all fruitful causes 
of discouragement on their part. When the power to remedy any 
of these wrongs is beyond the jurisdiction of the Boards of Edu- 
cation, we would respectfully suggest remedial ligislation. A 
liberal compulsory school law, if it could be adapted to the cir- 
cumstances of the people would wield a healthy iufluence on the 
"Daily Average." We have toiled under many discouragements 
during the past, but the future seems bright with the promise of 
a better day. School houses are building. Officials and teachers 
are alive to their duties ; and the patrons are catching an inspira- 
tion from them — are awaking to their responpibilities. I believe 
ihat we are steadily marching towards a higher plane of educa- 
tional work. 



WOOD COUNTY FOR 1889— J. F. McKubick, Sup't. 

I have the pleasure of forwarding my annual report, detailing 
the work of thirty-five members of the different boards of educa- 
tion and 168 teachers. Forty -four of these are employed in the 
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city and district of Parkersburg, and are under the effiicent super- 
intendent, W. M. Strauss. 

Substantial progress has been made during the past year. Oon- 
siderable advancement is made each year. Especially is this true 
of all the country districts, for the city schools reached that degree 
of excellence years ago where it is difficult to attain much higher 
ground, but the work done the past year was characterized by 
more thorough and painstaking; effort than usual. The teachers 
were encouraged to do more thorough work, and aim at results- 
It gives me great pleasure to say that our teachers, usually, enter 
heartily into the work planned by the Superintendent. They are 
not behind the teachers in the best counties of the State in their 
effort to fit them for their work. A goodly number are taking 
the course at Fairmont, and quite as many attend select schools 
a part of the year nearer home. To the honor of our people, it 
can be said that all of our sohools are under good disciplinft. Pub- 
lic opinion demands this and universally sustains the teacher in 
conducting an orderly school. Much of this is due to the wise 
selection, very generally made, in the choice of school officers. 

School-house architecture in this county is abreast with the 
times. Every new house is seated with the patent desks, and 
they have been put into many of the old ones. Some of the 
boards have seated every house in their districts with them. I can 
liOt say that they have shown as much zeal in purchasing needful 
apparatus, but that will come, probably, in the near future. 

The schools of this county have seemingly reached a point 
where grading becomes a necessity in order to an economical use 
of money and a proper application of mind. The attainments of 
the pupils of different schools in the same districts are very far 
from being uniform. Some seem to be satisfied with very moderate 
attainments. Grading would bring such a school a power that 
resides in no single effort the authorities can use. To be properly 
classified and have a year's work marked out for them would lead 
them to see that something was expected of them, as well as a 
governing power behind them. Grading would, in a short time, do 
away with the backward schools, and there would be no tempta- 
tion for a teacher to seek an easy winter's work. It costs to a 
cent the same to sustain one school as another in the same district, 
having teachers holding the same grade of certificate, and justice 
to the taxpayer requires that one should put forth as much 
energy and make as much progress as the other. To grade the 
'schools would be of little benefit unless they could be properly 
supervised, and I hope the duties of the county superintendents 
will be so changed that my successor will be required to give all 
his time to the supervision of the schools in our county. 
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WOOD COUNTY FOR 1890— J. F. McKusick, Sap't. 

It gives me pleasure in making this my fifth annual report, 
that I am able to record continaed prosperity in oar educational 
work. The Public Schools have the confidence and hearty support 
of our people. Neither sectarian Z3al nor party domination enters 
into the management of the system of popular education in this 
county. School officers and teachers occupy their positions on ac- 
count of their educational and moral fitness, without any regard 
to the diversity of their views on other questions, and their pop- 
ularity depends upon the discharge of their educational duties in 
a proper manner. 

A look at the financial part of this report will show the liber- 
ality of the people in support of the institution, designed for the 
education of their children. The amount raised for the support 
of common schools in this county reached the magnificent sum of 
seventy -eight thousand nine hundred and eleven dollars and nine 
teen cents. Less than one seventh of this amount (13^ per cent, 
of it), came from the State School Fund. Not a trace of the over- 
whelming losses that the county sustained in the awiul flood, is 
discemable in amount contributed to the support of education. 

There are some things that need to be changed. None are of 
so much importance as the education and examination of teach- 
ers. The most of them have made the most of their advantages. 
The people think a great deal of well educated teachers. Such 
are always in demand, other things being satisfactory. A few are 
getting a college education, but that is not expected of them as a 
body. Many have taken a more or less extended course at some 
of the Normal Schools, and a great number attend a summer 
school at some of the inany public centres taught by our best 
teachers. When a teacher has acquired a knowledge of the com- 
mon school branches, his advance seems to come to an end. The 
State bars the road to further progress by requiring an annual 
grinding examination in the same studies. Nothing but fresh 
knowledge will suffice to secure a No. 1 certificate. It takes a 
term, either in or out of school each year to review these nine 
branches, leaving little or no time to advance in the other branches. 
A perpetual tread mill has been established by the State. This 
system of examinations has a strong tendency to check progress, 
instead of encouraging it. It is not only useless but cruel to the 
teashers. How unjust to require an experienced teacher to pass 
an examination in order to ascertain, whether or not, he is quali- 
fied to teach the same school which he successfully taught the 
year before ! A lawyer or doctor passes a competent board, and 
then passes for what he is worth. They are not always upon the 
rack to pass an examination. Let the teacher be treated like other 
educated people who do business for the public. 

This county will probably welcome the enactment of a wise 
law for the classifying and grading of our country schools. 

Please accept the thanks of our teachers and people for the ex- 
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cellent instructors you gave us in our Annual Institute in June, 
and for the incomparable treat you gave us in the Peabody Insti- 
tute in August. You have always done all that a State Superin- 
tendent could do for uniformaliy successful institutes in our 
county, as well as in every other respects. 



WYOMING COUNTY FOR 1889.— M. L. Stone, Sup't. 

I have the honor to submit my report of the Free Schools of 
Wyoming county for the year ending June 30, 1889. I have 
found it almost impossible to get correct reports from the secre- 
taries. It is with much labor that I obtain what I have reported. 

I have not had an opportunity to make many visits, as our 
schools were mostly taught in winter, and my health was so bad 
that I could not u? ich the schools as they are some miles apart in 
our county, and most all the roads are bad in winter. 



WYOMING COUNTY FOR 1890— James Cook, Sup't. 

I have the honor to herewith submit my first annual report of 
the condition of schools of my county. 

My report is not as full and complete as it should have been, 
but it is as complete as I could make it from the statistics fur- 
nished by the secretaries of the different Boards of Education of 
the county. 

There were no settlements made with the sheriff in Barker's 
Ridge and Slab Fork districts for the year herein reported and 
only partial settlements made in the other five districts of the 
county. 

I think the progress of the schools for the past year was very good 
considering the many disadvantages our teachers have to labor 
under. The wages of teachers are down as low as the law will 
allow all over the county. This has driven many ot our best 
teachers from t he profession. 

Some of our Boards of Education are taking more interest in 
building better school houses and furnishing them with better 
seats, &c., which adds greatly to the convenience of both teacher 
and pupils. 

Would recoillmend a change in the school law, fixing salaries of 
teachers holding first grade certificate at not less than $35.00 per 
month; second grade at not less than $30.00 ; and doing away with 
third grade entirely. 



WHEELING CITY FOR 1889~W. H. Anderson, Sup't. 

{No written report) 
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WHEELING CITY FOR 1890.— W. H. Andsrsdx, Sup't, 

{No written report.) 



CHARLESTON CITY FOR 1889— G. 8. Laidley, Sup't. 

{No written report.) 



CHARLESTON CITY FOR 1890 -G. S. Laidley, Sup't 

{No written report.) 



MARTINSBURG CITY FOR 1889.— J. A. Cox, Sup't. 

I take pleasure in submitting this, my third annual report of 
the condition of the public schools of the Independent District of 
Martinsburg. 

In visiting the schools of the city, I have noted carefully the 
methods of instruction employed by the different teachers in the 
various departments of these schools. 

It would be unfair for me to say that all of our teachers are 
equally proficient, either in discipline, or in methods of instruc- 
tion. 

No two persons look alike, talk alike, act alike, or agree exactly in 
any one particular; as therefore, we employ a corps of twenty-two 
teachers in our city, so we have twenty-two different phases of 
school management, each varying somewhat from the other. While 
it must be admitted that some of our teachers are better instruc- 
tors, and better disciplinarians than others, and while, in some 
instances, the standard is not just as high as I would wish to have 
it, nevertheless, I am glad to say, that our teachers, taken either 
individually, or as a body, will compare favorably with those of 
any other part of the State of West Virginia. They are, more- 
over, thoroughly acquainted with their respective pupils, and 
with the patrons among whom they have to labor, so that, in my 
judgment, each teacher seems to be peculiarly fitted to meet the 
requirements of the locality in which he is placed. 

Teachers, as a rule, do not receive adequate remuneration for 
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their work. This is as true in Martinsburg as it is elsewhere. A 
small advance in salaries would scarcely be felt by the tax-payers, 
and yet, I am sure, that it would stimulate the teachers to put 
forth even more vigoroua eflForts in the cause of education than 
they have hitherto done. 

Our tax-payers ought not to complain, for money spent in the 
interest of education is well spent, and they, who thus ca^t their 
bread upon the waters, will, if not sooner, certainly find it after 
many days. My motto is ; Pay the teacher well, then require of 
him faithful, efficient service. 

The enrolment of the city schools for thesession eading June 7, 
1889, is 1,838, distributed as follows: High school, 179 ; Second 
Ward, 278; Third Ward, 260 ; Fourth Ward, 227 ; Fifth Ward, 262 ; 
Colored school, 132. 

The graduating class of the high school numbered eighteen, 
fifteen girls and three boys. Of this class, sixteen made an aver- 
age of upwards of ninty per cent., five of whom averaged over 
ninty- eight per cent. 

The year just closed has been a very prosperous one indeed, 
and all interested in the workings of our free school system, 
confidently expect the coming year to be one of the brightest in 
the history of the city schools of Martinsburg. 



MARriNSBDRG CITY FOR 1890— J. A. Cox, Sup't. 

It again becomes my duty to submit to you my annual report 
of the condition of the public schools of Martinsburg, together 
with recommendations looking to their further advancement and 
prosperity. I noted carefully the method of instruction employed 
in the various schools of the city, and find, that so far as the 
teachers are concerned, every possible ofi'ort is being put forth for 
the education of the pupils. I have, also, examined into the dis- 
ciplinary affairs of our schools, and while it is but just for me to 
say that the methods of instruction, and manner of punishment 
employed, are not, in every instance, the methods which I would 
employ, it is equally just for me to say that all our teachers pre- 
serve order and decorum in their respective school-rooms, and 
that all, therefore, merit the hearty co-operation and unqualified 
indorsement of the friends of education in our city. 

Our teachers are zealous, active, industrious, earnestly seeking 
the welfare of their pupils. They, however, have many difficul- 
ties with which to contend, difficulties which it is within the 
power of the parent to remove, and the removal of which would 
rebound to the good of the pupil. 

I find, in my visits, that many pupils are inadequately supplied 
with text- books, and that no request of the teacher in charge will 
induce them to bring the required books. There are many pat- 
rons who do not seem to realize the fact that the primer and first 
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reader of the primary departm3it will not avail ia the principal's 
room, or that the studies parsaed in the Ward Schools are laid 
aside for a more advanced course in the High School; and thus 
our teachers are annoyed continually by the refusal of parents to 
furnish the children with appropriate text-books. 

Parents have sufficient money with which to feed and clothe 
their children ; this of course, is right ; but should they not be 
just as willing to feed and clothe their minds as their bodies? 

Many parents, morever, spend money freely, and without the 
least complaint, for that which is neither food nor raiment, and 
often for that which is not only of no utility whatever, but on the 
contrary, is positively noxious and debasing; and yet, when the 
teacher desires those same parents to provide their children with 
suitable text-books, the cost looms up mountain high before them, 
and the teacher, in turn, is frequently abused for the kindly inter- 
est he has taken in the welfare of those placed under his care and 
instruction. 

We have a courpe of study laid down for schools, and inasmuch, 
as the Board of Education furnishes the books for indigent pupils 
something should be done to induce parents who are able to pro- 
vide text- books for their children to comply with the requirments 
of the course. Another great hindrance to the progress of our 
schools is the irregular attendance of so many of the pupils, a 
fault, too, which it is within the power of the parent to correct, 
but which on the contrary, in many instances, seems to be, not 
simply overlooked, but even encouraged. A fair, a dime circus, 
a lowering cloud, an approaching holiday, or a little extra work 
to be done at home, are too often considered by the parent a valid 
excuse upon which the pupil may remain away from school, 
nevertheless, should those same scholars fail, or merit low grades 
at the annual examinations, the teacher in charge would be cen- 
sured for incompetency, and perhaps, for every other fault to 
which teachers are supposed to be amenable. 

I hold that sickness is the only laudable excuse for either ab- 
sence or tardiness, and that seldom, if ever, ought any other ex- 
cuse to be accepted. I, also hold that if the pupil is detained at 
at home, through any cause whatever, the teacher should not be 
held responsible for his failure to pass the required examinations. 
Every reasonable person will regard failure, even from sickness, 
not as the teacher's fault, but as the scholar's misfortune. 

Akin to the evil of irregular attendance, only farther reaching 
in its deleterious results, is that of remaining out of school alto- 
gether. Non-attendance at school, and consequent ignorance 
thereupon, is truly a menace to the peace and prosperity of our 
country. Edward Everette says, "Education is a better safeguard 
of liberty than a standing army." When will the pupil learn the 
truth of this statement ? If left to himself, not perhaps, until it 
has become too late for him to acquire an education. 

Should not the parent, then see to it, that the pupil is at school, 
even though he should protest against it ? The day will come 
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when the child will be thankful that he was submissive to paren- 
tal authourity, and that he was compelled to improve the preci- 
ous moments of early youth. 

How often, are parents sadly derelict iu their duty in regard to 
this very matter. The girl grows weary of the class-room, com- 
plains of its toils and hardships, and the parent, in order to gratify 
her foolish whims, not infrequently withdraws her from school. 
The boy is permitted by his father and mother to exchange the 
Restraining and refining influences of the school-room for the more 
fascinating associations of the street corner, where he can enjoy, 
tahis heart's content, the deadly cigarette, and a thousand other 
evils whose certain tendency is to the destruction of body, mind 
and soul ; or if not so bad as this, he may be placed in some posi- 
tion, which he is, at best, but poorly qualified to fill, from which 
he can rise to prominence or usefulness in the world. 

The people are taxed to support the free school system. Why 
not compel the children to reap the benefits to be derived from 
that system ? Is it right that the wealthy capitalist should be 
taxed to educate the poor man's child ? Yes ; because his own 
property and person are safer in an educated community than in 
an illiterate one. 

Is it right that the poor man should refuse to send his child to 
school ? No ; because the very purposes for which the free school 
system was created are thus thwarted, the wealthy man's money 
is expended, while the poor man's child remains in ignorance. 

Several States have already adopted compulsory education. 
Will our own legislators do as much for West Virginia ? 

I do not wish to be regarded as querrulous, nor do I desire to 
assume the role of the pessimist, nevertheless '' facts are stubborn 
things," and it is always just as right and proper that we should 
see our faults, and endeavor to correct them, as it is that we 
should study our virtues and cling unto them. 

The above named obstacles in the way of successful school work 
are not imaginary ; they are real, existing, doubtless, to a greater 
or less degree, in every county and town of West Virginia. Let 
us all, teachers, and patrons, strive earnestly to surmount them, 
and thus give to the youth of our beautiful '^ Mountain State" 
that which will prove to them of more value than gold or silver, a 
thorough, practical, business education. 
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TABLE E.— ConUnoed. 

Nurriber of Teachers Employed Divided According to Grade of 
CertiAcate and Sex. 
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TABLE E.— Concluded. 

Number of Visits and Classes of Visitors. 





■ 




"■ 















■ 


No. 












































jIU 


meaohool 
























COUNriES. 














"°"""°'' 


lb 


[3. 




Hale. 


Female 




im 


« 


im 


lew 


im 


ISM 


1898 


18iW 


188B 


1899 


1889 


1890 


1880 


1890 
































^ 




41 




m 










m 


i 




H 






































Braoke. 


IP 




54 


H 


7iM 


7m 






102 

134 


m 




at 


'5 


". 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































s 




f. 


B7 




Sff, 






268 




M 








BaD^lph'^.'.'.r.!'.' 























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































SO 








Totala _ 


4.8S4 




1,773 


1.735 


16, 5M 


IB. 857 


68.888 


Ba.217 


SB, IBS 


3S,187 


WS 


788 


471 



"VlBltbjCit; Superlnteadent, 



fSKB ScSOOtS. 
TABLE F. 



Numher of Months and Fractions of Months i. 
Race and Sex. 



Bays laught b 





WHITE. 


COLORED. 


COUNTIES. 


Uale. 


Female. 


Male. 


Female. 




IS89 


& 


,» 


1 

"ii 

..... 

1 

■"» 

11) 

■"iu 


m 

~M 
IE 

12 
32 
iWfl 
4 

1 

Ifli 

1 
'! 

3 

12 

233 

61 

ft 

S 

27 

! 
S 

130 

ira 

311 

OA 

ISO 

97GU 


1 

11 

"To 

19 

"ls 
"a 

15 
"l5 

■■"'a 


,'i 
1 
1 

3<t 
151 
11 

S'8 

1 

1 
1 

292 
16 

2s' 

S07 

207 


1 

■"ib 
"To 


ISE 
3 

'",; 

"20 

:;■ 

"ii 
"io 

17 

"so 

S02 






1 


ISS 

1 

'-f 


i 


'"II 


BMbom^_ „ 

Oraut 

UaDoook -... 

Kanawha""';."™ 


1 

SOT 
« 

i 

'i 

88 

i 
1 

1 

\ 

17 
11 

1 

8T5 
819 

sea 

371 
W 

""so 

ni7 


..... 

..... 

~'8 
li 

"b 

10 

~""b 

'"2 
IS 


2t 

S 

2 

11 

27t 
33 

I 
1 

lob 

! 

331 

as 

i 
1 

i 

1 
1 

iff 

12; 

1 

J 


.... 


i; 
""s 

■ 

■■■ 
"Ha 

IS 

s 


48 

"il 

i 


E 


MBflon 

SKS- 


.r: 




": 


PendlBloa- „. 






— 






'"■^ 


■■gi-- 


Hal el gh .,.!'.*■;;;;;.";: 




e 
T 

n 


r: 










Tucker,...- 

&-:r.:.r;:: 


E: 


Webiler __.. 

WetMl 


rarl 


r 


"is 

i 

42a 


=: 


Wood 

Wyoming 

Wheal lug City... 
i:barleiion city. 
HiiDllaiEtmrity 
Marliuaburgaiy 

Totala 


IB 



BBFOBT Oa aXBBBAL SDFEBIIimrulBT. 
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TABLE I. 



Dishursement of leacJiers' Fund for the Years Ending June & 
1889 and June SO, 1890.— Compared. 
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TABLE I— OonUnoed. 
Ditbursement of Teachers' Fund. 
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PeadlBton _. — 


.438 a 

ill 
ii 

].5«I00 

liil 
iis 

'djaoi 









1? 










RBlelgh 

Randolph 

Bllchie -.. 

Roane _.. 







"'isooi' 




Taylor 




""ism 
■~mw 










■■■S7"0D 




Wayne _., 




Wetnel „ 

Wood _ 


iVSo'M 




""'oTx 












1,745 00 


ISMiSra 


S70 00 
B*. 951 32 


300 DO 




















Tot*lti.„ 


rs.Mosz 


IW,g88 23 


15,017 ai 


(3.700 00 


W. 182 65 


H, SIS 85 



100 



FREE SCHOOLS. 



TABLE I.— Continued, 



CXDUNTIBS. 



Amount Pa/d No. Three Teachers. 



WHITE. 



Male. 



Barbour 

Berkeley ...^.„ 

Boone 

Braxton 

Brooke 

Cabell 

Calhoun 

Ciay 

Doddridge 

Fayette 

Gilmer 

Grant 

Greenbrier .. .- 
Hampshire .. 

Hancock 

Hardy 

Harrison 

Jackson 

Jefferson 

Kanawha 

Lewis 

Lincoln 

Logan. 

Marion 

Marshall 

Mason 

Mercer 

Mineral 

Monongalia .. 

Monroe 

Morgan 

McDowell 

Nicholas 

Ohio 

Pend'eton 

Pleasants 

Pocahontas.... 

Preston » . 

Putnam 

Baleigh 

Randolph 

Bitchle 

Roane 

Hummers 

Taylor 

Tucker 

Tyler 

Upshur , 

Wayne 

v^ebster 

Wetzel , 

Wirt 

Wood ] 

Wyoming 
Wheeling City- 
Charleston City..... 
Huntington City.. 
Martinsburg City 



1889 



•••••••• •••• • 



532 00 

198 00 

37 50 



377 00 



576 00 
152 00 
72 00 
116 00 
3(i8 20 
414 00 



684 00 



114 00 



170 00 



540 90 



108 00 
100 00 



»•••• •••• 



524 00 
144 oa 
152 00 
72 00 
144 00 
198 00 



892 00 



216 00 
1,990 00 



152 00 
495 00 



180 00 
200 00 
288 fO 
872 ii) 
156 00 
272 00 
lt!i2 00 



••••••• •••• 



Totals. 



86 06 



135 00 



1890 



72 00 
154 00 
256 00 
214 00 
176 00 



160 00 

64 0'» 

1,06s 00 



72 00 
392 00 



226 11 



539 00 

88 00 

966 00 



72 00 
220 00 
605 60 



162 CO 
470 0\} 



144 00 
198 00 



564 00 
480 00 



584 00 

306 00 
225 00 
650 00 



54 00 

25 00 

64 00 

789 50 



144 00 

54 00 

182 00 



332 10 



Female. 



1889 



72 00 



64 00 



346 00 

»•• •• • • • ■ • 

236 00 
180 OJ 



248 00 

"296 00 

120 00 



200 00 
2-,»4 00 



19B 00 
29 25 



200 00 



216 00 



216 00 
1,843 85 

30 00 
234 00 
566 00 
172 00 

54 00 
100 00 
144 00 
172 00 



1890 



88 00 



3:0 00 

145 00 

1,318 00 

72 00 



296 00 



156 00 
436 00 
72 00 
100 00 
665 60 



100 O'^ 
90 00 



108 00 
93b 00 



80 00 



72 00 



248 00 
204 00 
216 00 
944 05 

63 00 
204 00 
865 00 
213 50 

54 00 



72 00 
162 00 



315 00 



72 00 
388 00 

324 00 



90 00 
165 00 



63 00 



$11,264 60ifl0,701 81 $6,700,101^9,198 05 



COLORED. 



Male. 



1889 I 1890 



126 00 
23 30 



161 00 



108 00 



72 00 



120 00 
36 OU 



133 24 
104 00 



72 00 
72'bo 



72 00 



• • •••••• 



$1,105 54 



400 



203 62 



72 00 
295 48 



54 00 



140 00 



150 00 

m'co 

14400 



116 00 
"72*00 



54 00 



«■•■••••« ■•• 



280 00 
3t0 00 

$2, 101 10 



Female. 



1889 



72 00 

143 00 

44 <iO 

80 00 



80 00 

ssbo 



100 00 
72 00 
76 61 



132 00 



28 00 



252 00 
100 00 



72 00 



1,191 00 



$2,500 61 



1890 



••••••«•• 



58 00 



"'10600 
80 (0 
80 00 



180 00 

'iJSoo 
dO 00 
72 00 



2j6 00 



72 00 

64 00 



16 00 



120 00 



162:00 
100 00 



$1,602 00 



• « 
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TABLE I. Continued. 
Disbursements of Teachers^ Fund. 



COUNTIES. 



Barbour. 

Berkeley 

Boone. ....« 

Braxton. 

Brooke 

Cabell 

Calhoun 

Clay » 

Doddridge 

Fayette 

Gilmer 

Grant 

Greenbrier 

Hampshire.. 

Hancock 

Hardy.... 

Harrison 

Jackson.. 

Jefferson 

Kanawha 

Lewis 

Lincoln 

Logan M 

Marlon 

Marshall 

Mason 

Mercer 

Mineral 

Monongalia 

Monroe 

Moriean 

McDowell 

IQicnoias 

Ohio, 

Pendleton 

Pleasants 

Pocahontas 

Pres'on 

Putnam 

RUelgh 

Kandolph 

Ritchie 

Boane 

Summers 

Taylor. 

Tucker 

Tyler 

Upshur 

Wayne......... 

Webster 

Wetzel 

Wirt «... 

Wood 

Wyoming 

Wheeling City 

Charl est' >n City ... 
HuutlDKton City 
Martinsburg City 



For Sheriff's Com- 
mission at 6 per 
cent. 



1889 



396 81 
411 52 
123 87 
173 44 
524 24 
649 18 
37 71 
66 47 
132 61 
615 48 
150 84 
165 22 
577 70 
30 < 72 
269 33 
181 53 
675 34 
521 00 
542 47 



357 32 
135 16 
151 H8 
458 76 
666 87 
709 n 
142 79 
451 83 
368 80 
376 96 
230 26 
104 71 
168 58 
465 71 
111 66 
75 04 
140 01 
511 70 



215 18 
184 37 
S97 09 
258 10 
2.'M 9. 
439 08 
130 29 
2.53 60 
217 33 
335 08 
113 93 
290 58 
190 63 
979 42 
103 16 
1,588 01 
459 87 

"**2(86 23 



1890 



308 
653 
123 
263 
483 
642 
109 
91 
176 
704 
197 
222 
763 
376 
8'27 
272 
966 
796 
596 
1,232 
4;»7 

237 

2.i7 
662 
907 
862 
^70 
69Q 
503 
468 
234 
108 
214 
£09 
177 
179 
2i8 
777 
539 
263 
284 
617 
362 
440 
453 
172 
419 
371 
501 
119 
5tf0 
258 

1,268 
78 

1,707 
653 
471 
264 



For interest 
Piad by Sher- 
iff's on orders 
when nofuuds 
Due. 



18S9 1890 



00 

43 

13 

61 

32 

27 

34 

82 

22 

44 

66 

31 

96 

03 

90 

57 

74 

18 

40 

97 

00 

06 

19 

201 

69 ■•••185 2t» 

54 

83 

2«i 

Oi 

24 

41 

00 

20 

76 

84 

43 

11 

28 

64 

47 

53 

83 

32 

75 

20 

51 

43 

56 

40 

48 

38 

61 

9fj 

19 

91 

21 

3y 

32 



46 »3 



For Delenqnent 
List of Real and 
Personal Proper 
ty- 



97 62 



tl27 21 



tH7 41 



64 
766 47 



93 39 



140 00 



200 00 



Totals I»18,807 58 *26,68l 41 $427 44 51,246 73 J10,733 66 $12,9153 24 112,925 40 «3,485 40 



1889 



62 53 

53 72 

162 2o 

96 (>9 

7 94 
277 20 

78 67 
53 05 
35 48 

584 29 
61 50 

8 17 
50 63 

24 10 

25 59 

9 28 
127 51 

79 44 
38 37 

2,447 ^6 



614 54 
39 93 

51 (.8! 

69 531 

308 83 



29 29 
40 98 
89 72 
5 96 
31 64 

210 38 

06 98 

7 97 

25 86 

79 02 

104 65 



1,086 51 
441 83 
182 31 

82 51 
65 92 
90 66 

83 65 
64 79 
25 69 
85 83 

727 09 
101 89 

60 43 
355 80 

81 55 
488 25 
560 64 



47 18 



1890 



82 00 
129 58 



766 f)7 

9 37 

161 79 

132 51 

114 70 

31 ^0 

488 31 

108 02 

11 50 

83 26 

5 64 
18 76 

6 50 
126 02 



69 88 
2,8i:o 66 

36 63 
1,036 2o 

9 63 

61 13 

379 30 

90 49 

58 17 

29 08 

16 43 

19 14 

180 79 

262 03 

2'J 43 

11 49 

65 76 

60 56 

152 82 

208 34 

57 13 
546 56 
132 80 
157 51 

*80"27 

87 14 
21 24 

58 65 
129 97 
9!2 03 
186 95 
102 96 
372 10 

1 46 

1, 108 88 

774 65 

15P 16 

33 20 



For E X o n e 
rations. 



2) 96 

2 51) 

68 

104 42 



2 82 



113 52 

31 54 

19 56 

3 40 

1« 05 

11 81 

7 26 

110 00 

14 30 

76 

13 96 

40 

70 46 

1 27 



1 73 
70 18 
16 66 
19 69 

2 66 
11 49 
63 0- 
37 55 
25 36 



8 78 

12 01 

13 02 
54 55 

1,225 55 
485 77 



t34 Ai 



1889 


1890 


^ 2 72 




78 55 


i04 04 


11 76 


24 83 


19 53 


8 10 


1 58 


306 


1 87 


5 97 


••• •«• #•••• •■ 


1 18 




1 31 


86 39 


977 


22 11 


78 92 


7 18 


29 


55 




44 86 




67 


2 13 


9 41 


11 30 


1 14 


10 46 



5 42 



98 23 

32 83 

7 79 

285 77 
385 77 
698 82 



4 92 

10 88 

2 21 

9 78 



20 79 

12 94 

7 39 

12 88 



28 84 
368 
6 17 



31,44 
30 00 
21 06 



26 06 
48 96 
42 37 



34 76 

2 63 

122 49 

'i,*430'()5 

30 11 

176 91 

57 99 



^'Reported as orders presented examined and canceled and should not have been in- 
cluded in this column. It is retained t'> preserve the balances. 
tfTransferred pupils. t2^ per, cent, discount allowed sheriff' for prompt payment. 



FBI! BOHOOL. 

TABLE I.— OoQtinned. 
DisburaeTtient of Teachers' Fvnd. 



Total DIb b I 
Charge 



BalBDoe Id Tre>- 
' sury at close at 



fiardy 

UBirlBon . ... 
JackaoD.... 



Ulnenr.t 



IBSGIJ 1 
""iu'ST 






Tylor:„ .... 
Xrp.har,... 
■W»T.ie..,._ 

"WBbstOr 

Welzel .... 



TVllugCy 
Ch'tnu C'y . 
HnD'K o;y ... 



. 10.HU3 I 



i 2l,T'tS 1 
lt,S3l I 

. 10, sa* t 

























4.S» HO 























1.932 31859.067 04 89 



\,6!2, Oi 



l.Ml "■ 



1306 46 

07 41 
18 89 



327 83 


"iS'i'i 


" "iis M 

ISCff 


83 SI 


"SflM 

8l8fl 








\tii 


si 


awyi 










■■■■■mm 


..^!! 








""iBfi'S 
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TABLE K.— Oontinued. 
Disbursements of the Building Fund. 



COUNTIES 



Barbour 

Berkeley 

Boone 

Braxton 

Brooke 

Cabell..- 

Calhoun 

Clay 

Doddridge... 

Fayette 

Gilmer 

Graat 

Greenbrier.. 
Hampshire.. 

Hancock 

Hardy.. 

Harrison 

JacRson; 

Jefferson 

Kanawha 

Lewis 

Liincoln 

Logan 

Murlon 

Mar.shali 

Mason 

Mercer 

MlnerHl 

Monongalia- 
Monroe 

Mori?an 

McDowell 

Nicholas 

Ohio 

Pendleton. .. 

Pleasant^ 

Pocahontas.. 

Pre«ton 

Putnam 

Raelgh 

Randolph 

Ritchie 

Roane 

Summers 

Tay'or 

Tucker 

Tyler 

Tlpshar 

"Wayne 

Webster. 

Wetzel 

Wirt 

Wood 

Wyoming 

Wheerg^City 
ChaiMtuCliy 
Hun'ta City 
Mar ti'tg City 

Totalis..... 



CHARGES ON BUILDING FUND FOR DKLINQUEST8, AC 



For Delinquent 
list of reul and 
personal property 



1889 



I 



89 15 

30 y5 
100 96 
119 42 

4 41 
293 49 
66 29 
40 79 
66 84 
493 19 
53 21 

4 92 
35 -n 

8 43 

11 50 
3 84 

121 27 
16 31 

12 30 
1,796 98 

22 04 

577 27 

29 27 

42 70 

31 87 
203 53 



16 65 
49 50 

64 43 
13 71 
23 55 

150 21 

49 71 
5 56 

65 03 
31 59 
43 60 

125 I 6 

712 95 

431 29 

197 18 

76 32 

62 86 

, 53 b9 

95 46 

76 78 

38 31 

11.9 98 

66 < 22 

196 73 

84 17 

496 70 

50 27 
207 13 
372 19 



57 19 



1890 



62 09 

77 56 

36 73 

675 90 

2 80 

139 6;S 

18tf 33 

141 04 

53 50 

457 16 

51 10 

:^4 80 

31 15 

2 81 

12 25 

2 89 

92 94 

77 08 

44 73 

2,612 88 

19 40 

498 18 



For Exonerations. 



1890 



1889 


tf 1 SO 

60 89 

1976 

1 13 
3 03 




203 86 
18 71 
22 62 



8 U 
i^ 17 

215 66 
79 10 
27 02 
20 62 
98 80 
11 59 

129 61 

160 67 
15 63 
6 26 
S9 84 
23 70 
85 53 

122 76! 
43 94' 

418 461 

lf.9 97! 

142 37 



79 OS 

88 07 

12 34 

49 47 

91 98 

1,057 31 

172 47 

105 24 

352 16 

2 59 

599 39 

5 9 28 

137 92 

28 17 



39 32 
1 35 

10 80 

55 

7 74 



2 06 

152 03 

15 78 

2 59 



J. 



8 CO 
15 77 
48 20 

5 76 
3 28 

13 39 

6 82 
8 69 



Ji 93 

49 09 

5 y() 

40 

31 4a 



43 95 
"2"33 



13 66 
20 14 
141 45 
16 38 
« 00 
25 48 
19 04 



11 71 
23 53 
13 II 
41 47 
521) 40 
250 47 



14 3«) 

11 81 

4 90 

76 

9 7u 

1 88 



17 41 

78 45 

55 



1 15 
18 4^1 

6 44 

2 50 



4 92 

749 4X 

12 4() 

7 10 



2 75 

96 3« 

629 07 



3 91 
9 29 
1 2ri 

4 69 



10 56 
6 16 

2 80 



19 63 

21 99 

4 94 



4 66 

5 95 
2 11 



20 75 
24 79 
16 3: 

223 54 
14 62 
70 74 

251 22 



773 00 
19 51 



For Tuition of Totals for delin- 
transferred pupils quentif, <&c. 



1889 



43 00 



87 20 



421 63 
' 67 19 



178 44 



15 87 



171 70 
3 00 



99 82 



23 32 
45 01 

121 75 

24 25 



1890 



a 



61 78 



24 ^i 



220 71 
27 00 



173 20 



148 99 



47 80 



110 60 

77 67 



106 10 
•iSOO 



2 99 
61 02 



254 84 
15 00 



117 31 
625 



51 42 



64 82 



54 25 
5 00 



65 05 



23 48 

1 67 

31 50 

154 67 



127 80 



21 00 
39 41) 
10 00 



862 57 
tl, 152 00 



1889 



26 84S 
24 64 



40 45 

134 84 

100 96 

139 18 

554 

383 74 

66 29 

40 79 

692 33 

5 1 90 

143 02 

492 

253 03 

9 78 

22 30 
20 26 

129 01 
16 31 

186 06 

1,952 01 

37 82 

579 86 
29 27 
50 70 

147 46 

2j1 73 

5 7- 

43 25 

107 90 

193 00 
46 65 

23 55 
223 92 

98 80 

11 52 

65 43 

68 02 

43 60 

169 01 

712 95 

433 62 

222 06 

89 98 

303 71 

222 14 

111 84 

84 78 

236 99 

129 02 

663 22 

208 44 

256 69 

5l9 81 

91.74 

727 53 

622 66 



57 19 



1890 



88 93 
116 5U 

48 54 
680 80 
3 56 
197 13 
188 21 
141 04 
181 51 
613 28 

61 65 

34 80 
137 25 

78 99 

30 71 
11 82 

156 46 

77 08 

304 49 

8,377 31 

31 86 
505 28 



10 89 

259 86 

850 98 

79 10 

82 85 

29 91 

100 06 

81 10 

129 61 

214 92 
81 19 
12 42 

107 69 

23 70 

105 16 

144 75 

48 88 

448 46 

133 45 

148 70 

37 45 

235 86 

88 07 

33 09 

74 26 

239 07 

1,280 85 

208 09 

215 38 
613 38 

2 59 

2,234 98 

4,700 79 

137 92 

28 17 



S 8,850 22 tfI0,356 77 $ 1,923 38 * 3,282 8) $ 1,958 74 »t2,438 69 J12.732 34 S20,230 31 



t Interest on lionds, «4,i52.0iS not included in total of tnis column. 



tsss scfloot. 
TABLE K.— Oontinaed- 
Diabureementa of Building Fund. 





TOTALS AND BALANCES OF BUILDING FUMD. 


»..„„ 


pua-H Krom Bulid- 


t 


■a=^^?s-™ 


Am ant «ver- 




1839 


JSi'O 


1S81 


..« 


!». 


USD 


Barbour 

Berkeler 


4,S1B IB 
4.4HS83 
1,655 38 
6,ffl)US7 

ii 
111 

Z.SI3 2.^ 
lftlB8 27 
86.3-^.5 IS 

&.ii»un 

20, Ml 15 

6,555 45 
4.236 lU 
£.498 8: 
e.uU 82 
fi,WW BJ 
U.OtBSH 
e,T48 6 

lliiltt 

8,421 E| 

iiliffiiS: 

sii 

!:SS 

B,<MS7B 

slff a 

iSii 

2,B.W Off 
ll.Olfl ni 

III 

3ft 911 65 


B,J26 H 

SI; 

]D.I«2 2» 

fraoS 

111 

1o!h55 M. 

6.m HI 

g!u< 42 . 

- 3:'w3 49r 
5,7B2 78 

4.'vfiti»8|- 

SB!S. 
Ill- 

4.IW4 86" 

is J! 

B.WIH2«. 
4,400 49 


6,106 in 
l,7o2 17 


1,80B le 
2,311 !S 

,.S!S 

'8«8 

i,]iMa 

I,8'-'D0 

W\ 

RUB 61 

lifis 

Bi I4fl 45 

ii 

1,384 1 
73BS 

Hi 
W\ 

sUoi 2 
],(IHflll' 
i,lH2 6 

'76B! 
1,428 55 

2,B-JB8 

Jl 

3.6 i 4.% 

"■Hi 


2,474 8 

i.»ii4a 

lis 

S;|| 

Is 
■Iss 


"■"la"'* 


mm 


!;sSK":.:r.: 


4S« 


1,793 21 
2,440 6t 

1,188 & 








1141 

""30b"b8 
15T 
18 

M;'iw"i9 




Fayette., ....... 

Uiimer 


134 8V 
88 81 


(Jreen brier...- 
Sampthlre 

Jaokion.... 


11174 


Sa-.^.r-.::: 


11 

'Si 

'is 


1163 Bl 

iam 

110 BJ 

""mea 


f-'S 




.!!ri 


Mercer 

HoAouaaiVa!. 


Si! 


88 45 


igan 


710 a 

'affi'Bo 

" sVbbS 08 


i-ocBh'tRi..!;:;; 


lii 

427 M 
S.U7B48 

i;si 

Jl 

12I3H1 2i 

l,l«iN M 
a, 3^.7 65 


2S3fKi 
11U2S 


■■■■■fill 


FatoKca .„ 

Bjtleigb^ 


■■■•g-s 




-»» 


3S£ 
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SiEsr-T- 


228 H 


11 

15 W 
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^?ir;5^,:.::.-. 
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Sheriffs Settlement of Teachers^ J<'und for the Years ending 
Jwne SOth, 1889, and June 30th, 1890, compared. 





Amount CbHTged 


o ShurllTon Acoount 


il Tsachere 


Fund. 


COUNTIES. 


Dlrttrlot. 


found dii<^ 
I laat set- 


To loUl levy on Real 
and PerBonal Prop- 
erl).. 


To Elate Sebool Fund 




,„ 


1800 


« 


5,'87fl B 

isi 

T.SKl 

Si 

li 

e;572 88 
5,4fi5 27 
18,487 73 
12,028 32 
10, SHI 67 
24.230 9« 

4; WO 87 

5'.M5 47 
10.443 21 

lis 

5,971 n 

lis 

li? 
Hi 

Si J 

11,888 88 
8,959 18 
6:288 44 


1889 
6,578 68 

mi 
111 

«,76ee8 

lt,7»7 7S 
4,799 7t 
3,052 7( 

3i776 48 

10! 398 40 
8,Ot0 91 

ISi 

8.700 82 
ia,6j9 48 

lii 

3,413 8( 

:|i 

,029 91 

;il 

.821 65 
.093 8 

a,7.i6B4 
,487 It. 

8,214 44 
1 ,U8U 10 

SS 

^ '"ii 

""2Vb94"w 


1890 




'(I70» 

Jsl 

11 

|S1 
iiil 

1,181 1) 

83? r! 

BLl 21 

'li 

■ill 

,aiL 18 

■ 6ST5T 

;!si 

.808 11 

,80170 
.48166 

'iWas 


ss 
ffli 

i,«aB7H 
i.B37a 

8,328 »8 
1.852 48 

8,4:^5 
1.488 52 

«s? 

a,Z81t2U 

'li 

447 67 
797 Ot 

.sr 

,224 (T 
.B13U 

88l'« 

eit Id 

S.BWSt 

1.142 ft 
1.256 47 

907 B^) 

S!l 


Hi 

,849 77 

SS 
.11 

[418 97 

fill 

Si 

8,S»)70 

ffiii 

10,818 17 
18,^8 79 

III 

I|i 

7^280 01 

ills 

3.)I82 H4 
30,787 87 
2,330 03 


as 
lis 

6,006 88 

III 

3,790 00 

III 

I.' 726 87 
14,0'/7 17 

Si; 
















QreenbrtBru 

Hampslilre 

Hanoocit 

lrr?i5™:::::.:;.::~:::- 






f^^.::::—::. 


Logaa __ 


iffiSEEEE 


Wi 






lis 

% 018 (14 




Jf!SX".:::; : 


MeaMnis _ 


a, 781 76 






8,722 60 


^2^11f,i\,h-:r.:;:: 




4,838 96 








Tylar _.. 


4,839 08 
4.T85TS 

11 


Websler 

K";::-.=;:::::: 




SS',KS&-:::z 

HuntluBtoQ (Sty™. 
MarllDi,I>urgCUy 


lii 


366 71 


53173 


4,288 68 


3.143M 


TOtolB „ 


1189,11128 


1 10g.&i5 17 


IS53,8'J5 6i 


t 525,041 02 


1 859. 840 16 


(288.969 09 
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TABLE L.— Continued. 

Sheiif^s Setttlement of Teachers^ Fund for the Tears Ending 
June SO, 1889, and June SO^ 1890, Compared. 





Amount Charged to Sheriffs on Account of Teachers* Fund. 


COUNTIES. 


To Railroad Tax. 


To Redemption of 
Delioquent lands 


To Net Proceeds 
nf Hale of Delin- 
quent Lands. 


To Tultinn of 
Pay Pupils. 




1889 


1890 


18S9 


1890 


1889 


1880 


1889 


1880 


Barbour 

Berkeley 

Boone 


245 17 
494 29 


485 00 
441 38 


124 94 


61 25 


65 72 


18 70 


50 


2 00 


763 01 






64*95 


iTob 




Braxton 






2 25 


Brooke 


816 19 
1,668 75 


1,099 01 
1,383 77 






18 60 


Cabell 








• 


67 80 


28 00 


Caiboun 




86 09 

65 66 

9 77 

6"39 




90 61 
65 00 
17 70 

235"33 

760 


60 


Clay 




36 40 
11 00 
11 67 
400 
1 12 
800 
800 




Doddridge.... 

Fayeite 

Gilmer 


415 47 
8,054 42 


560 07 
3,516 53 

l'30'99 

997 97 
1, 185 79 

170 66 

813'36 

89 96 

1,118 9) 

5,661 47 

221 49 

1,793 20 
2,594 79 

171 36 
2, 156 93 
3,36S 95 

578 Hi) 

89 14 

2,467 82 

413 19 

890*47 


66 00 

8 08 




16 65 






1 50 


Grant 


119 42 
819 64 
747 75 








Green brlnr ... 








9 00 


Hampshire.. 
Hancock 




320 
















Hardy 


*6*8'?0 

610 57 

1,282 3^ 

4,76H 6! 

125 32 


1412 


6 14 




48 


7 85 
60 60 


2 00 


Harrison 






Jackson 






17 80 


Jefferson 








800 


6 Itt 


Kanawha 

Lewis 


830 38 


969 13 


936 10 


1,187 80 

15 04 

1,384 96 


100 
3 00 


JLiiicoln 


• ••••• • • • > • 

47 74 


42 26 

84 67 









Logan 


16 25 

177 16 




Mnrlon 


1,3^6 67 

1,888 29 
732 04 
9S3 12 

1,957 64 

2''6 54 

53 09 

1,800 5U 


45 50 


Mar.>hall 

Mason 


25 71 

••••••••• ••• 


10 43 
248 89 


8 46 


14 10 
150 24 

6 90 


144 00 


Mercer 


•••••••••••••a 


50 

920 

62 80 

81 60 

100 02 




Mineral 






Monongalia.. 








5 75 


Monroe 












Mortjan 

McDowell 










19 75 


69 54 




4 29 
1,076 88 

i"si 


628 04 






Nicholas 


187 36 

7*21 

61 16 






r>hio 


688 3:J 

68'*68 

"l','830"s7 
1,865 75 

"laiiso; 


••••••••••••••• 


880 

*82*'78 

1 00 

6**25 

260 
595 




Pendleton. .. 


8 85 


Pleasant^ 






Pocahontas.. 
Prfston 


"2",62r95 
1,318 45 

T,'8b6*82 

"2*,T49'><5 

1,03.3 92 

562 83 

72"JJ9 

238 06 

• ••••• • 

355 31 

•"2,T84 02 

95'r97 

20 98 

625 07 

1,078 95 










Putnam 




28 33 

209 93 

355 57 








Ka elgh 

Randolph > 

Ritchie ' 






••••••••••••••• 


800 




34 45 
97 68 




Roane ' 


t 






Summers .... 


1,217 14 

1,337 62 

245 54 

244 22 

60 86 

27U 76 

• •••- 

188 82 


8 87 


Tay'or 




19 05 




22 61 


10 04 




Tncker 








Tyler 










TTpshnr 

Wavne 


66 


60 68 


70 67 


1 28 


6 CO 

60 00 

84 99 

660 

800 


16 76 

1 75 


Webst^-r 

Wetzel 




595 86 
24 07 
61 21 

10 00 


353 06 


500 


Wirt ' 


88 72 




53 57 
11 76 


8 45 


Wood 


2,172 14 






Wyomlnir 

Wheel'gcity 
ChaiVtudiy 
Huti'tM city 
Marti'tgcity 






2 50 








190 00 


12 00 
890 78 


47 91 


258 53 


803 21 


440 62 


45 17 


805 05 
80 00 


8 1,686"7~ 




••••• 




166 80 
8 994^ 


8196 


Tot«ls 


837,084 17 


i47,457 42 


9 4,289 42 


$ 1,9 2 19 


8 4,510 06 


1 1,058 46 
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TABLE L.— Oontinaed. 

Sheri^s Settlement of Teachers' Fund for the Years Ending 
June SO, 18S9, and June SO, 1890, compared. 





A»ou.t C..r5«« to^s.e^r,^^on Account ^ 


COUNTIES. 


ToAmniint from 


all olUer «ouc- 


Total Am'nl Chanted 
l"SJherlffoj..««'unt 




mn 


ia« 


•Tes 


IBM 


]S<9 


189D 








1 122 11 


t 14.BS4 2a 
15,SIW07 

sii" 

T.44T 4a 
IS?? 

lol'a&i i; 
K,oinn 

ll.HVSTl 
8. IS J SI 


' il'S^fJ 
























'SS 


mm 

.9115 


1 el 8 IS cS 






^:^z::::::::::~:::::::::.: . r:::z 


"ii 


4.(I!M Bi 


^?^^~- ~ ;:■■ 


Kn 


'gf, 


iRfi^Iia 


















fi.'04S SO 

6,72(141 
S2^(-82 21 

















fl-K-'n ~ 












SEz-rrrrrE 


,:::!"'■■„.: 









■iiS 

48)81 




5,4IIi £1 

e.oeB«i 
iK.asi li 

•ii.msi 

O.BTO4a 
8,D7*10 

h,mi 4a 
7,fl7aBE 
a.4»P3; 

aft 824 ri 

6,071 71 

lo^uun 1'^ 
sVtm h 


Jiiifl* n 


S^^wVu:, 


64 82 














1.487 4t 








r : 


195 35 

Ill 

8217^ 




Pl^^an^ 






l^^ 




















Randolph 

BlMhle 




10.931 se 

»i,M9 SO 


H^S^raete 






■■■■::i. ^f,^ 


IKSg 








10 nf 

•as 

1H»1 


li 

481 81 
l.BbttlM 


































S«Jf«'- 






1<I.S7^ Uj 

io,ojni« 








SS'f-^- 






«.ni3S3 

msio 80 


Haot'gCt'y 




■;-gi! 






lO^Tfi 




Totals. ^ 


2(13 2.) 


J 00 


8.797 3J 


903. 4*H 47 


DS7.tein 
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TABLE L— Continned. 

8heriif'*s Settlement of Tecuihere* Fund for the Years ending June 

SOth, 1889 and June SO^ 1890, ccwpared. 



Amoant Credited to SheriiBi on Aeeoont of Teaehen* Fond. 



COUVTIEB. 



»•» # »•■• »—• »■ 



> •##•• — >* 



I ••« ' ••«•««•««•»••« 



BaTboar 

jDe* Kviey •»... m.«« *•» 
BooDe «••« 
Braxton. 
%v>oke » 
Cabell —..*.«».«. 

Galhoon 

riajr 

Doidrldffe . 

Fa/ette ..^^ 

Oilmer. „ 

Oninl~ — ^ 
Oreen brier „.. 
Hampeblre . 
Haneoek .^.. 

Hardy. 

Harruon. .^.. 
Jackson — ^ 

3%tier9oii ^ 

Kanawha 

Lewi* 

Uoeoln 

Logan .... 
Marion .. 
MarshalL... .. 

Mason^ 

Ifercer. 

Mineral 

Monongalia.. 

Monroe 

Morgan -.^.^ 

McDowell , 

Nicholas 

Ohio 

Pendleton ... 
FleaMinti. ... 
Pocahontas .. 
Preston.... - 

Pntnam- 

Ralelg!i 

Randolph 

Ritchie 

Rammers.. 

Taylor- 

Tncker.. 

Upshnr ••••*«^ •••••• 

^^ WkWTX9 •—— •••■••• 

_<y CUSXiCXm —•••—mm »•• 

Wetzel.. 

Wirt 

Wyoming- 

WbeeltDg City ... 
Charleston City... 
Hnntiogton rity 
Martlnsburg City 



•••••»♦••#« 



By orders presented* 
examined and can- 
celled, dated on and 
since 1st day of this 
Hcbooi Year on 
Teachers' Fnnd. 



1889 



••—m ••••••••• ••• 



••««••••• 



Totajs:.... 



10,903 40 S 

14.0!2» CO 

6,5'9 4fi! 

10,712 35 

10 W2 10 

22,937 05 

5,833 70 
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TABLE L.— Oontinned. 

Shfffi^B Settlement of Teachers' Fund for the Years ending June 
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RBPORT OF SBSIRAL SVPSRIimilDUIT. 

TABLE M. 

^atea of Salaries Paid Teachers and Bate of Taxation. 
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TABLE N.— Oontinned. 



Showing the Apportionment of the State School Fund for the 
Years Commencing July lat, 1889, and Ending June SO, 1889, 
and June SO, 1890, respectively, together with the Enumeration of 

Touth and Salarien paid County Superintendents.* 
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KEPORT OF eUBKAL BTTPIBUmHUBHT. 

TABLE O. 
Cost of Eduoation per Capita per Term. 
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TABLE Q. 

Statement of the General School Fund Made hy the Auditor for 
the Tears Ending June SOth^ 1889, and 1890, 



Ainoant in the Treasury June lO 

Salaries oaid County BuperintendentB 

Salary of Stf»te Superintendent and Clerks. 

< contingent Expenses 

Printing for Schools ^ 

Travelling Expenses 

Pay of Institute iDstructors 

Refunding Overpaid Taxes 

Expenses of Civil Suits ....» 



Totals. 



1889 


$286,981 33 


13,187 50 


8,63:) 84 


369 69 


4,693 15 


400 00 


475 00 


8,624 92 


561 69 


9 313,928 52 



1890 



$ 287, 143 73 
3,287 50 
8,693 18 

401 38 
4,628 11 

325 00 

500 00 
3,364 70 

956 55 

S 314,600 10 
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TABLE R. 

Description of Invested School Fund. 



stock in First National Bank, Fairmont, W. Va $ 50,000 00 

Stock in Parkersbarg NatlOTial Bank 40,000 00 

Stock in National Bank of West Virginia at Wlieeling SO, 000 00 



TJ. 8. Registered Central Pacific Railroad Bonds, 

No. 2037, dated August 2. 1866, interest from July 10, 1866 .»^^ $ 1,000 00 

No 2038, dated August 2, 1868. interest from July 10. 1866 1,000 00 

No. 2039 dated August 2, 1866, interest from July 10, 1866 1,000 00 

No. 2040, dated August 2 1866, interest from July 10, 1886 1,000 00' 

No. 2041, dated August 2. 1866, interest rrom July 10, 1866 1,000 00 

No. 2042, dated August 2, 1866, Interest from July 10, 1866 1,000 00 

No. 2043, dated August 2. 1866. interest from July 10, 1866 1,000 00 

No. 2014 dated Augu>*t 2, 1866 ioterest from July 10. 1866 1,000 00 

No. 2045, dated August, 2, 1860, interest from July 10, 1866 1,000 00 

No. 2046, dated August 2, 1886. interest from Jny 10, 1868 1,000 00 

No. 2047 dated Augnst 2, 1866, interest from July 10, 1866 1,000 00 

No. 2200, dated January 22, 1868, interest from January 1. 1868 1,000 00 

No. 80, dated January 22. 1868, Interest from January 1, 1868 5,000 00 

No. 251, dat«d January 22 1868. interest from January 1, 1868 10,000 00 

No. 252, dated January 22, 1868, interest from January 1, 1868 » 10,000 00 



-S 120,000 00 



U. & Registered Union Pacific Railroad Bonds. 

No. 19S2, dated January 21, 1869, interest from January 18, 1869 f 10,000 00 

No. 1525, dated Janury 21, 1869, interest from January 1, 1869 5,000 00 

No. 235, dated March 13, i869, interest from February 1<», 1869 10,010 00 

No. 236, dated March 13, 1869 interest from February 10, 1869 10,000 O'J 

No. 3739, dated October 27, 1873. interest from July 1. 1873 10,000 00 

No. 3759, dated November 7,1873, interest from July 1, 1873 10, 000 00 



937,000 00 



Wheeling City BondSy Four and one-half per cent.—Int erest Payable 

AnniLally on Nouember 1. 

560 bonds, dated Nov. 1. 1881, (Nos. 31 to 590 inclusive, SlOO each)..$ 66,000 00 

21 bonds, dated ov. 1, 1881, (Nos. 830 to 850 inclusive, 9100 each) 21,000 00 

46 bonds, dated Nov. 1, 1882, (Nos. 751 to 760 inclusive, S500 each)... 23,000 00 



-9 55,000 00 



% 100,000 00 



Barbour County BondSj Six per cent.— Interest Pagable AnnvtaUy 

January 1, 

50 bonds, dated Nov. l, 1882, (Nos. 1 to 50 Inclusive, SIOOO each) S 60,000 00 

Bonds of Independent School Dsstricl of Charlestony Six per cent.— 
Interest Payable Annually Oct. 24, April 10, Aug. 6 and Dec. 12. 

20 bonds, dated Oc'. 24. 1887 (Nos. 1 to 20 inclesive) 8500 each S 10,000 00 

100 bonds, dated Aug. 6, 1888 (Nos. 41 to 140 inclusive) SICO each 10,000 00 

20 bonds, dated Apr. 10, 1888 (Nos. 21 to 40 inclusive) $500 eacn 10,000 00 

3 bonds, datPd Oct. 3. 1888, Nos. 145. 146, 147, 11,000 each 3,000 00 

1 bond, dated Oct. 3, 1888- No 141, «500 500 00 

10 bonds, dated Dec. 12. 1888. Nos. 148 to 157 idclusiye, f 1 000 each... 10,000 00 



Bonds of Ripley District^ Jackson County, Six per cent.—Interest 

Payable Annually July 1. 

50 bonds, dated July 1, 1887 (Nos. 101 to 150 inclusive) Siro each S 5,000 00 

49 bonds, dated July 1, 1887 (Nos. 152 to 200 inclu3ive) 9100 each 4,900 00 

1 bond, dated July 1, 1887 (No. 1>9) 100 100 00 



$ 43,500 00 



$ 10,000 00 



QrafUm District^ Taylor County ^ Bonds, Six per cent.— Interest Pay- 

able Annually on January 1. 

20 bonds, dated Oct. 23, 1882, (Nos. 1 to 20 inclusive) 9100 each.. $ 20,000 00 

Bonds of the State of West Virginia. 

Dated October 29, 1873, bearing interest from October 29, 1873 9 16, 970 00 

Dated August 10, 1876 35,000 00 

Dated September 28. 1876, bearing interest from Sep. 28, 1876 11,000 00 

Dated Juue 13, 1877 16,541 48 

Dated April 10, 1885 84,000 00 

Dated June 9, 1886 ~ .^ 8,000 00 

Dated June 11, 1889 > 15,000 00-9 185,511 48 

Temporary loan to the State for Hospital for Insane 49,000 00 

Balance in Treasury uninvested September 80, 1890 31,572 81 

Total amount of School Fund, October 1, 1890 9 651,583 79 
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TABLES OF COMPARATIVE SCHOOL STATISTICS- 
I. 
The following statistics show the comparBtive progreBs in eome 
of the more impoitant details of the Free Schools eiDce the forma- 
tion of the State (except 1864, for which year no report has been 
found. ) The following tables np to 1875 are taken from Superin- 
tendent Byrne's report for 1873-4 : 
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School Population. — Attendance and Lennth of School Term. 
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III. 

Value of School Houses — Current Mspensea, <&c. 
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The General School Fund — And the School Fund. 
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Showing the Enumeration of Youth, Enrolment and Average 
Daily Attendance from 1865 to 1890, inclusive. 
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Showing the coat per capita and total cost of Education from 1865 
to 1890, inclusive. 
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VII. 

Average Local Levy for School and Building purposes from 1865 

to 1890 inclusive. 
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